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CHAPTER 63-340

LAWS OF FLORIDA

LAWS OF FLORIDA

sion, but shall be deemed to and shall supersede such other law or
laws as are inconsistent with the provisions of this chapter.

guard or patrol service which is performed by himself and who does
not hire any full-time or part-time watchman, guard or patrolman.
(5) "Private investigator" shall mean and include any one who
performs the services of private investigation, or who directly super
vises others in the performance of such services.
(6) "Private investigation" shall mean and include investigation
by a person or persons for the purpose of obtaining information with
reference to any of the following matters:
(a) Crime or wrongs done or threatened against the United
States of any state or territory of the United States;
(b) The identity, habits, conduct, movements, whereabouts, af
filiations, associations, transactions, reputation or character of any
_
person, group of persons, association, organization, society, other
group of persons or partnership or corporation;

Section 16. This act shall become effective immediately upon
becoming a law.
Became a law without the Governor's approval.
Filed in Office Secretary of State June 6, 1963.
CHAPTER 63-340
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 15
AN ACT relating to private investigative agencies, watchman,
guard or patrol agencies; providing for requirements, fees and
method of obtaining licenses; providing for fingerprinting, and
regulation of licensees; providing a bond of licensees; providing
for the revocation or suspension of licenses; providing for the
enforcement of this act; providing a penalty; providing an effec
tive date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Definitions.-The following terms shall, unless the
context otherwise indicates, have the following respective me anings:
(1) "Private Investigative Agency" shall mean and include any
person, firm, company, partnership or corporation, engaged in the
business of furnishing for hire private investigations and which em
ploys one or more full-time or part-time private investigators.
(2) "Watchman, guard or patrol agency" shall mean and include
any person, firm, company, partnership or corporation, engaged in
the business of furnishing for hire watchman, guard or patrolman
services and which employs one or more full-time or part-time
watchmen, guards or patrolmen.
(3) "Private detective" shall mean and include any person en
gaged in the business of private investigations but who does not
employ any full-time or part-time private investigators.
(4) "Watchman, guard or patrol contractor" shall mean and in
clude any person, who as an independent contractor and not as an
employee, engages in the business of furnishing for hire watchman,
936

(c)

CHAPTER 63-340

The credibility of witnesses or other persons;

(d)

The whereabouts of missing persons;

(e)

The location or recovery of lost or stolen property;

(£) The causes and origin of, or responsibility for, fires, or libels,
or slan ders, or losses, or accidents, or damage, or injuries to real or
personal property;
(g) The affiliation, connection or relation of any person, part
nership or corporation with any union organization, society or as
sociation or with any official member represented hereof;
(h) With reference to any person seeking employment in the
.
place of any person who has quit work by reason of any strike;
(i) With reference to the conduct, honesty, efficiency, loyalty or
activities of employees, agents, contractors and subcontractors;
( j) The business of securing evidence to _be �sed bef?re inves:ti
gating committees, boards of award, or arbitration;
or m the trial
of civil or criminal cases, and the preparation therefor;
(k) The conducting of studies or surveys to determine � ethods
and means of providing security for the person requestmg the
studies or surveys.
(7) "Watchman, guard or patrolman" shall mean and include
persons who directly supervise others, or who themselves, sepa937
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scribed by law in courts in this state in civil cases. Such officer
or person in the office of secretary of state designated to take
such testimony shall be bound by common law and statutory rules
of evidence and by technical or formal rules of procedure that apply
to the Circuit Courts of the State of Florida. In the event that the
secretary of state shall deny ,the application for, or revoke or
suspend any such license, its determination shall be in writing
and officially signed. The original of such determination when so
signed, s hall be filed in the office of the secretary of state �d copies
thereof shall be mailed to the applicant or licensee and -to the com
plainant within two (2) days after the filing thereof as herein
prescribed.

Section 18. Trust fund.-All funds derived from license fees
paid under this act for the 1963-65 biennium only shall be paid into
a trust fund to be known as the "Private Investigative Agency Li
censing Law Trust Fund" to be used by the secretary of state for
the administration of this law during the biennium. All unex
pended moneys remaining in this trust fund at the close of the
biennium shall accrue to the general revenue fund of the state.
Thereafter, all fees shall be deposited in the general revenue fund
of the state and a budget for the administration of this act pre
sented to each session of the legislature.

CHAPTER 63-340

After notice of revocation, or suspension, or denial of appli.cation
has been mailed, by registered mail, to the applicant, or licensee, he
shall have thirty (30) days therefrom within which to appeal the
revocation, suspension, or denial of application to the circuit
court of the judicial circuit within which he resides, or is domi
ciled.
Section 17. Death of licensee; carrying on of business.-(1)
Upon the death of an individual or individuals, of whose qualifica
tion a license under this chapter has been obtained, the business
with which the decedent was connected may be carried on for a
period of ninety (90) days by the following:
(a) In the case of an individual licensee the surviving spouse,
or, if there be none, the executor, or administrator of the estate of
the decedent.
(b)

In case of a partnership, the surviving partners.

(c) In case of an officer of a firm, company, association, organi
zation or corporation, the other officers thereof.
(2) Upon the authorization of the secretary of state the business
may be carried on for a further period of time when necessary to
complete any investigation or contract, or assist in any litigation
pending at the death of the decedent.

,i
ii

CHAPTER 63-340

Section 19. Divulging information; prohibited; penalty pro
vided.-Any person who is or has been an employee of a licensee
shall not divulge to any one other than his employer, or as his
employer shall direct, except as he may be required by law, any
information acquired by him during such employment in respect of
any of the work to which he shall have been assigned by such em
ployer. Any such employee violating the provisions of this section,
and any such employee who shall wilfully make a false report to
his employer in respect to any such work, shall be guilty of a mis
demeanor. The employer of any employee believed to have violated
this section shall supply the secretary of state, or such officer or per
son in the office of secretary of state as the secretary of state may
designate, all the known facts and circumstances in connection with
the said employee's transaction, performance or action believed to
be in violation of this section, and the secretary of state or his au
thorized representative shall, should the facts and circumstances be
deemed t o warrant, conduct further investigation and submit the
evidence thus acquired to the secretary of state of the state for ap
propriate action in accordance with the provisions of section 23 of
this chapter.
Section 20. Exclusion of tax.-The imposition of the license fee
provided for hereunder authorizes the licensee to practice his pro
fession anywhere in Florida without the imposition of being re
quired to obtain additional licenses throughout Florida, except he
shall be required to obtain a city and county occupational license
in each city and county where he maintains a physical office. -

(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed to restrict the
sale of a business licensed pursuant to this chapter; provided, how
ever, the vendee qualifies for a license under the provisions of this
chapter.

Section 21. Weapon not authorized.-It is hereby specifically
provided, that nothing in this chapter shall, be construed to author
ize any licensee to carry any weapon, whatsoever.

946
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Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately upon be
coming a law.
Became a law without the Governor's approval.
Filed in Office Secretary of State August 4, 1967.

reporters hereinabove provided for, there shall be a court
reporter resident in each of the remaining three (3) counties of
said circuit who shall also serve as a secretary to the circuit
judge or judges residing in each such county. The compensa
tion of the assistant court reporters and the official court re
porter shall be the same and shall be paid at the same time and
in the same manner.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.
Became a law without the Governor's approval.
Filed in Office Secretary of State August 4, 1967.

CHAPTER 67-486
Senate Bill No. 982
AN ACT relating to court reporters; amending section 29.10,
Florida Statutes, to provide additional assistant court re
porter; providing for an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

CHAPTER 67-487

CHAPTER 67-487

Section 1. Section 29.10, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:
29.10 Assistant court reporters, first judicial circuit.(1) In the first judicial circuit there shall be five (5)
assistant court reporters and one (1) official court reporter to
be appointed by the governor upon the recommendation of the
circuit judge or judges of the county in which there is a vacancy
in the office of court reporter or assistant court reporter and
when appointed such reporters shall hold office during the pleas
ure of the governor.
(2) Whenever the official court reporter shall reside in the
largest county of the circuit one (1) assistant court reporter
shall also reside in such county. Whenever the official court
reporter shall not reside in the largest county of the circuit
two (2) assistant court reporters shall reside in the iargest
county of the circuit. The official court reporter when residing
in the largest county of the circuit shall be a secretary of
the circuit judge or judges residing in said county. The assist
ant court reporters shall work under the supervision of the
official court reporter and the direction of the circuit judge or
judges. When the official court reporter shall not reside in
the largest county in the circuit the assistant court reporter
having the longest period of continuous service in the circuit
and residing in the largest county shall be a secretary of such
circuit judge or judges residing in said county. Of the court

Section 1. Section 493.19, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:
493.19 Divulging information; prohibited; false reports;
penalty provided.-No licensee or any employee of such licensee
shall divulge to any person, except as otherwise provided by law,
other than to his principal or his employer any information
acquired as a result of any investigation, surveillance, or other
employment performed by such licensee or employee. Provided,
however, that the provisions of this section shall not apply to
any employer who is also the holder of a license issued pursuant
to this chapter who has the written consent of the client or
principal to divulge any information falling with�� the ter�s
of this section, and further provided that the prov1s1ons of this
section will not apply to the taking of testimony or the re-

1514
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Senate Bill No. 994
AN ACT relating to private investigative agencies; amending
section 493.19, Florida Statutes, relating to the divulging of
information; providing that no licensee or any employee shall
divulge to any person other than to his principal or his em
ployer any information acquired as a result of his employ
ment; prohibiting employees from wilfully submitting false
reports to their employers; providing an exemption; provid
ing penalties; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

CHAPTER 67-488

CHAPTER 67-489
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ceiving of evidence in any judicial proceeding. Any person vio
lating this section or any employee who shall wilfully make a
false report to his employer concerning his employment or
work shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished
as provided by law.

ment shall be furnished to the subscriber before funds are ac
cepted from the subscriber. All funds received shall be deposited
with the escrow agent, as collected, pending the offerer's ful
filling the escrow agreement. In the event the total funds set
forth in the escrow agreement are not deposited with the es
crowee within the time prescribed in the escrow agreement,
which shall be for not more than six (6) months, then the
escrowee shall return all funds held to the respective sub
scribers. However, if the terms of the escrow agreement are
met, all funds shall be paid over to the corporation, trust or
partnership.
Became a law without the Governor's approval.
Filed in Office Secretary of State August 4, 1967.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.
Became a law without the Governor's approval.
Filed in Office Secretary of State August 4, 1967.
CHAPTER 67-488
Senate Bill No. 1061
AN ACT relating to the sale of securities, exempt transactions;
amending section 517.06(10), Florida Statutes, providing
that if the terms of escrow agreements are met, certain funds
deposited with the escrow agent shall be paid over to the cor
poration.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Subsection (10) of section 517.06, Florida Stat
utes, is amended to read :
517.06 Exempt transactions.-Except as hereinafter ex
pressly provided, the provisions of this chapter shall not apply
to the sale of any security described in any of the following
transactions :
(10) Not exceeding twenty-five (25) subscriptions for
shares of the capital stock of a corporation prior to the incor
poration thereof under the Jaws of this state or not exceeding
twenty-five (25) subscriptions for shares of and the beneficial
interests in a trust or partnership organized under the laws of
this state, when no expense is incurred, or no commission, com
pensation or remuneration is paid or given for or in connection
with the sale or disposition of such securities. Provided further
that when subscriptions are to be received from more than five
(5) subscribers, the offerer shall enter into a bona fide escrow
agreement with a bank, trust company, or an attorney at law,
setting forth the price per share, the total amount of stock to
be issued and the total funds to be obtained from the sale, and
the date the sale is to be concluded. A copy of the escrow agree-

1516

CHAPTER 67-489
Senate Bill No. 935
AN ACT relating to tangible personal property taxation; situs
of taxation; amending section 200.021 (2) Florida Statutes;
providing certain exceptions where property located on a
temporary or transitory basis; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 200.021, Florida Stat
utes, is amended to read :
200.021 Property located in state between January 1 and
March 31 taxable.(2} All taxable tangible personal property which is re
moved from one county in this state to another county after
January 1 of any year shall be subject to taxation for said
year in the county where it was located on January 1; provided,
that the provisions of this subsection (2) shall not apply to
tangible personal property located in such county on January
1 on a temporary or transitory basis if such property is in
cluded in a tax return being filed in the county in this state
where such tangible personal property is permanently based.
Section 2. This act shall take effect September 1, 1967.
Became a law without the Governor's approval.
Filed in Office Secretary of State August 4, 1967.
1517
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An act relating to private investigative
agencies and deception detectors; adding s.
493.01(11), Florida Statutes; defining
"manager"; amending s. 493.02, Florida
Statutes; providing powers of the Department of
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providing that a manager shall apply for a
license and providing for employment of Class
"F" licensee after application; amending s.
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493.04, Florida Statutes, providing license

12

requirements; amending s. 493.06(1), (3),

13

Florida Statutes; providing for biennial fees;

14

amending s. 493.07, Florida Statutes; exempting

15

Class "F" license applicants from comprehensive

16

investigations; amending s. 493.08, Florida

17

Statutes; providing for issuance of license;

18

amending s. 493.09, Florida Statutes;

19

eliminating need to post bond; increasing

20

amount of required insurance coverage;

21

requiring licensee to notify department of

22

insurance claim; amending s. 493.091, Florida

___,.23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Statutes; requiring qualified person to
supervise agency; amending s. 493.10, Florida
Statutes; providing for biennial renewal of
licenses and fee for name change; amending s.
493.12, Florida Statutes; providing for
procedures and fees for license renewal and
requiring additional training for gun permit
renewal; amending s. 493.14, Florida Statutes;
relating, to the grounds on which the department
l
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can deny or revoke licenses and penalties to be

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

imposed; amending s. 493.18, Florida Statutes;
creating a trust fund and providing for
4

Section 1.

deposits of moneys therein; amending s.

4

493.21(2)(bl, (4)(c), (6),

5

493.01

6

(11)

Florida Statutes,

and adding new subsection (7) to said section;
providing for minimum training requirements for

Subsection (11) is added to section 493.01,

Florida Statutes, to read:
Definitions, part I.--As used in this act:
"Manager" means any person who actively directs

the business of the agency or branch office but who does not

a gun permit, limiting the issuance of

have a proprietary interest in, or is a corporate officer of,

9

temporary gun permit, and limiting permissible

JO

firearms and weapons; amending s. 493.41,

10

11

Florida Statutes; relating to the powers of the

11

12

Department of State; amending s. 493.42,

12

13

Florida Statutes; providing for statement of

13

14

internship; amending s. 493.43, Florida

14

15

Statutes; relating to license requirements;

�tif¾se¾e�¾eft-afte-au�hef¾�y-�e-¾ssue-afte--reveke-¼¾eeftses-�e

15

16

creating s. 493.435, Florida Statutes;

¥f¾Ya�e-¾ftYes�¾,a�¾ve-agefte¾es7-wa�ehfflaft7-gua�e-e-r-pa�-re¼

16

17

establishing application requirements for

a,eRe¾es7-pf¾Ya�e-ee�ee�¾Yes7-wa�ehffleft7-guafeS7 -pa�fe¼ffleft7-aHe

18

owners and directors of polygraph schools;

17

wa�eamaR7-gtiafe-ef-pa�fe¾-eeR�fae�efs-�hefe£ef7-�e-eeHy-sueh

18

19

amending s. 493.44, Florida Statutes; providing

app¾¾eaH�s-a-¾¾eeHse-ef-�e-suspeHe-a-¼¾eeHse-£e-r--reaseRae¼e

20

for maximum biennial fees; repealing s. 493.46,

21

Florida Statutes, requiring the posting of

22

bonds; amending s. 493.48(1), Florida Statutes;

23

providing for biennial renewal of licenses and

23

24

proration of fees; amending s. 493.51, Florida

24

25

Statutes; providing for discipline; and

25

26

amending ss. 493.05 and 493.47(1), Florida

26

27

Statutes; removing inconsistencies, improving

27

28

the clarity of the statutes; repealing s.

28

29

790.01(3}, Florida Statutes, exempting licensee

29

30

from crime of carrying concealed weapons;

30

31

providing a retroactive effective date.

31

2
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the agency or branch office.
Section 2.

Section 493.02, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:
493.02
(1)

Powers and duties of Department of State.-

�he-eepa-r�ffleft�-¾s-he-reey-ves�ee-w¾�h-�he-1ewe-r7

19 f)ef¾ee7 -ef-�e-assess-a-e¾v¾¼-peRa¼�y-a,a¾Rs�-�he-¾¾eeHsee-¾H
20 «R-ameaR�-Re�-�e-eKeeee-$¾7eee7

21

The department shall have-�he

22 feaseRae¾e rules necessary to administer this chapter. afle

fega¾a�¼eRS-fef-¼�S-eWR-geyefRffleR�-aRe-¼H-�fte-e*efe¾se-ef-¾�s

s�a�es-e-r-e€-�a¾s-s�a�e-aHe-fflay�affleRe-seffle-as-pfeY¾eee-¾R

�hap�e-r-¾i!97

3
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307-S2SA-80
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including assistant secrataries or assistant treasurers}

,�afe-ef-pa�fe*maft-Sef¥4ees7-ftef-Sfta¼¼-ne-aeYef�4se7-se¼4e4�
2 fief-¼ft-afty-way-pfem4se-ftef-4ftfefm-aftyefte-�ha�-he-w4¼¼-peffefm
3 sHeh-sef¥iees-wi�he��-feeei¥4ft�-£fem-�he-Bepaf�ffleft�-e£-S�a�e-a

2

3

thereof.
(dJ

The application shall contain the foll-0wing

4 information concerning the individual signing the same:
5

6

_ill�3i

In order to carry out the duties of the

department prescribed in this part, designated employees ·of

7 the Division of Licensing of the department shall have access
8 to the information in criminar justice information systems and

9 to criminal justice intelligence information, as defined in s.

10 943.07.

11

12
13

14
15

1.
6 appl leant;
7

2.

8

Age �7 date afte-p¼aee of birth;

3.

The present residence address and the residence

9
10

Section 3.

Section 493.03, Florida Statutes, is

493.03
(1)

11
12

amended to read:
Application for license.--

Each person, partner, ef7-ift-�he-eat1e-e£

eefpefa�iefts7-eaeh corporate officer, or manager, must qualify

Full name and title of position held with

13

14
15

addresses within the S years immediately preceding the
submission of the application;
4.

Occupations held presently and within. the S years

immediately preceding the submis.sion of the application;
S.

A statement that he is 18 years -0f age or older;

6.

The address of the principal place in which the

business is to be conducted;

16

separately for a license under this part and shall file with

16.

7.

The address -0f all branch offices within the state;

17

the department a written application accompanied by a fee ef

17

8.

The name under which the business is to be

18

$iHi to cover costs in an amount to be determined by rule.,

18

19 -eKeep�-�ha� An applicant for a Class •F• or a Class "G"

19

� license shall not be required to pay the $�5 application fee.

�

21

The fee shall not be rebatable.

n

be in accordance with the following provisions:

n
�

25

(a)

The written application shall

If the applicant is an individual, the application

shall be signed and verified by the individual.
(bl

If the applicant is a firm or partnership,_ a

21

A full set of fingerprints and a photograph of the

25

which he believes would �ualify him, his firm or his

individual composing or intending to compose, in the immediate

27

�

future, such firm or partnership.

U

application shall b e signed and verified by. e ach officer (not

10.

submission of the application;

V

30

and directors, as the case may be;

�

24
26

If the applicant is a corporation, a separate

The names and address-es of all partners or officers

signatory taken within 2 years immediately preceding the

separate application shall be signed and verified by each

(c)

9.

22

�

29

conducted;

29
30

11.

A statement of the experience of the signatory

corporation for a license ,under this chapter;
12.

A statement of any or all arrests of the

signatory; and
13.

Such further facts as may be required by th e

department to show that the person signing the application is

31

31

5
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Every person shall, before being employed as a

(4) (a)

Good moral character as used in this chapter

4 watchman, guard, or patrolman by any agency, make application

4 means a personal history of honesty, fairness, and respect for

5 to the department for a Class "F" license.

5 the rights of others and for the laws of this state and

An unarmed

6 watchman, guard, or patrolman may be employed by an agency

nation.

before such application is approved.

ill��+

The provisions'of this section shall not apply

(bl

The department may refuse to license an applicant

8 for failure to satisfy this requirement only if:

9 to any full-time police officer, full-time deputy sheriff,

l.

There is a substantial connection between the lack

10

part-time police officer, part-time deputy sheriff, auxiliary

10

of good moi:-al character of the applicant and the business for

11

police officer, or auxiliary deputy sheriff who is duly

11

which the license is sought.

12

certified by the Police Standards and Training Commission when

12

13 he is performing duties approved by his superiors.
14
15

Section 4.

Section 493.04, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:

16

493.04

17

(1)

License requirements.--

Every corporation applying for a license kefettfteef

13
14

2.

The findings by the department of lack of good

moral character is supported by clear and convincing evidence.
(c)

When the applicant is found to be unqualified for

15

a license because of a lack of good moral character, the

16

department shall furnish the applicant a statement containing

17

must be organized, or authorized to do business, under the

the findings of the department, a complete record of the

18

18

19

laws of this state and shall have the capacity to make valid

evidence upon which the determination was based, and a notice

20

contracts and to sue and be sued in this state.

19

of the rights of the applicant to a rehearing and appeal.

21

(2)

Each individual required to file an application

22 with the department shall:

20
21

wa�eaman,-gtiafe7 -ef-pa�feiman7 -as-ee£4Ree-aefein7-ey-any

22

f)efSeft7 -£ifffl7 -eempany7-paf�ftefship7 -ef-eefpefa�ieR7-make

23

(a)

Be at least 18 years of age.

23

24

(bl

Be of good moral character.

app¼iea�ien-�e-�he-eepaf�ffleft�-£ef-a-€iass-5FA-¼ieense7--AH

24

Each person 7-eaea-paf�flef7 -�ke-pfesieefl�-e£-a

tiRafmee-wa�ehmaH7-gttafa7 -ef-pe�feimen-may-ee-empieyee-ey-any

25 f)efSefl7-£ifffl7-eempaRy7-paf�flefship,-ef-eefpefa�ieR-ee£efe-stieh

25

�
27

ill

�eFpeFatieR7-aRe-�ae-e££ieef-ef-fflaRagef-ef-�he-eefpefa�ieR who

�

actively directs the business of the licensee eefpefa�ien,

27

�

shall have had at least 3 years' experience performing the

�

29

type of service permitted under the license applied for or the

30

equivalent thereof in related fields, except that this

29

�

requirement does not apply to applicants for a Class "F" or a
6
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31

app¼iea�ieH-is-appfe¥ee7--f£-�he-eepaf�ffleft�-eeHies7-sttspenes

ef-fe¥ekes-a-¼ieeHse-ai�ef-issttaflee7--ehe-empieymeH�-e£-stteh
f)efseR-sha¼¼-ee-�efffliRa�ee-immeeia�eiy7--eaeh-pefseH7 -£ifm7

eempany7-paf�ftefship7-ef-eefpefa�ien-shai¼7-tipeH-�he

emp¼eymeR�-ef-�efmifla�ien-e£-empieymen�-e£-a-wa�eafflaH7-gtiafe7
ef-pa�fe�fflan7-f;pef�-stteh-emp¼eymefl�-ef-�effflifla�ieft
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4mmee4a�e¼y-�e-�he-eepaf�fflefl�7--B�f¼fl!-�he-pefiee-e£

upon the department's approval of any such new person,

2 -etRiH=eymefl�-e£-afly-pefseft-whe-has-a-€¼ass-4 F4 -ef-€¼ass-4G 4
¼4eeHse7 -ef-a-�efflpefafy-e¼ass-BGB-¼ieeHse,-�he-¼ieeflsee-sha¼¼
4 �eep-�he-¼ieeflse-4H-h4s-pessessiefl7--Ne-€¼ess-BF4 -ef-€¼ass-4G 4

2 partner, coqiorate ef officer, or manas:er.
4 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

5 ¼4eeftsee-is-a��hefi�ee-�e-ee-e�siftess-e�eep�-as-aft-effliH=eyee-e£

493.06
(ll

6

10

_ill��+

The provisions of this section shall not apply

Subsections (l l and (3) of section 493.06,

Section 6.

License and other fees.--

The department, by rule, shall establish biennial

7

fees for licenses which shall not exceed the following �he

9

PfeYieee-£ef-�fteef-�his-paf�-efe:

10

(a)

Class A.

Private investigative agency: $300 $¼88.

Class B.

Watchman, guard, or patrolman agency:

11

to any full-time police officer, full-time deputy sheriff,

11

(b)

12

part-time police officer, part-time deputy sheriff, auxiliary

12

$300 S¼88.

13

police officer, or auxiliary deputy sheriff who is duly

13

(c)

Class

14

certified by the Police Standards and Training Commission when

14

Class D.

15

he is performing duties approved by his superiors.

(dl

15

16

17
18

Section 5.

Section 493.05, Florida Statutes, is

17

493.05 Notification to Department of State of new

18

Private detective: $150 $58.
Watchman, guard, or patrolman

contractor: $75 $�5.

16

amended to read:

c.

(el

Class GBB B.

(fl

Class F.

Branch office: $75 Si5.

Unarmed watchman, guard, or patrolman

employee: $30 S:l:8.

19

partner or corporate officer.--After filing the application,

19

20

unless the department declines to issue the license, or

20

of this permit shall not authorize the possession of a

21

revokes it after issuance, all pf¼Ya�e-¼ftYes�i,a�iYe agencies,

21

22

concealed weapon.

aae-a¼¼-wa�ehmaft7-,�afe-ef-pa�fe¼ffleft-a!efteies7 shall notify

22

the department within 10 days of the removal, replacement or

(3 l

23

23

addition of any person, partner, corporate officer, or manager

24

25

--a¼¼-paf�ftefs-afte-e££ieefs of the eefpefa�e agency, and upon

25

26

receipt of application forms from the department, shall cause

26

( bl

27

the same to be completed by the new person, partner.L

27

Section 7.

�

corporate, ef officer, or manager and the same shall be filed

�

�

with the department and an application fee e£-$�5 paid.

30

agency's good standing under this part shall be contingent

24

The

29
30

( gl

Class G.

Statewide gun permit: $75 $�5.

Issuance

The department, by rule, may establish ehaf,e-�he

£e¼¼eW¼fl! fees which shall not exceed the following:
(a)

card:

ill

Replacement of a Class "F" or Class "G" laminated
$5.
Transfer of Class ,"G" license:

ill

$¼8.

Section 493.07, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:
493.07

Investigation of applicants by Department of

State.--

31

31
8
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Except as provided for in (3), prior to the

2 issuance of licenses under this part, the department shall
make individual investigations e£-�He-§eftefa¼-£¼�fteee-afte

Section 8.
2

Section 493.08, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:
Issuance of license.--

4 -&li¼�ae4¼4�y7-4Re¼tte4R§-�He-111eR�a¼-afte-pHye¼ea¼-£i�Reee7 of

3

493.08

4

5 applicants for all licenses.

�¼+

5 applicant meets the license requirements e£-�he-1eee

The investigations shall

6 include:
(a)

A thorough backgr9und investigation of the

When the department shall be satisfied that the

6 ehafae�ef7-ee111��eftey-afte-¼ft�egf¼�y-e£-�he-epp¼¼eaft�7 -ef,-¼£
7

�he-app¼¼eaft�-ee-a-£¼flll-ef-paf�ftefeh¼p7 -�he-¼fte¼¥¼etta¼-111e111eefe

8

individual's good moral §eftefa¼ character afte-feptt�a�¼eft-£ef

8

�hefee£7-ef,-i£-�he-app¼ieaft�-ee-a-eefpefa�¼eft7-�he-e££¼eefe

9

fteftes�y7-�ftt�h£tt¼Rese7--tft�e§f¼�y7-111ef·a¼-£¼�fteee7-afte-£e¼f

9

�aefee£, it shall inform the applicant of its findings and

10 eeaH:ft§.
11

(b)

10 that license shall be issued upon the applicant's filing a
An examination of fingerprint records and police

12 records.
13

(c)

Such other investigation of individuals as the

14 department may deem necessary.
15

(2)

In the case of Class "G" license applicants, the

16

department shall make an investigation of the general mental

17

and physical fitness of the applicant to carry a weapon or

18

firearm in addition to such investigations required bys.

19

493.07(1).

20

�e-af111ee-wa�eH111eft7-§ttafae7 -ef-pa�fe¼111eft7-�he-eepaf�111eft�-eha¼¼

Pf¼ef-�e-�he-¼eettaftee-e£-pef111i�e-ttfteef-s7-�93T�¼

21 111ake-aR-aae¼�¼eRa¼-ift¥ee�¼,a�ieR-e£-epp¼ieaft�e7-wh¼eH-eha¼¼
23

�a+--F¼ft§efpf-tft�-feeefeeT

24

+e+--Pe¼¼ee-feeefe57

25

�e+--Geftefa¼-111eft�a¼-afte-phyeiea¼-£¼�Reee-�e-eaffy-a

27

(3)

28

31

12

for in s. 493.09.

Upon the filing pee�¼ft§ of such licensee's

13 -eefta certificate of insurance, the department shall issue and
14 deliver to such applicant a license to conduct the type of
15

business applied for at the premises stated in the

16

application.

17

who has a Class "F" or Class "G" license, the licensee shall

18

keep the license in his possession.

During the period of employment of any person
Stteh-¼¼eeRse-sha¼¼-fte�-ee

19 �faRe£efae¼e-aRe-eha¼¼-ee-fe¥ekee-ef-eaftee¼ee-eft¼y-ey-�he
20

eepaf�111eft�T

21

��+--Sfettftes-£ef-eeft¼a¼-e£-¼¼eeftee-eha¼¼-ee�

22

�a+-�eeft¥-te�ieft-e£-a-£e¼efty-¼R-�hie-ef-afty-e�hef-s�a�e

23 whefe-ei¥4¼-f-t§fl�e-ha¥e-fte�-eeeft-fee�efee7
24

�e+--eeft¥ie�ieft-e£-a-efi111e-¼ft¥e¼¥iftg-111efa¼-�ttfp¼�ttee-ef

In the case of Class "F" license applicants, the

department shall make an examination of fingerprint records

29 and police records, and such additional investigations as it
30

11 f)ee�-tft§-a-¼¼eefteeei e-eefte certificate of insurance as provided

28
29
30

shall deem necessary.

feqtt¼fee-ttfteef-�he-pfe¥¼e¼efte-e!-�h¼e-paf�7
�e+--Fai¼ttfe-�e-111ee�-ehafae�ef-qtta¼¼£¼ea�iefte7

31
10
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certificate shall provide that the insurance shall not be

2 -Heeflse.,.-a!'le
�flt--Fai¼ttfe-�e-mee�-afty-�tta¼4£4ea�iefl-ef-fe�ttifefflel'I�
4 �esefieee-41'1-�Ais-paf�7-ef-£ef-e!'ly-eattse-whieh7-i£-�he

s

6 �*e�ftas-ief-feveee�ieft-e!-etteh-¼ieeflSeT

10
11

493.09

Section 493. 09, Florida Statutes, is

8

Licensee's ee!'le-afle insurance.--

�¼t--�he-¼iee!'leeeis-ee!'le-fe�effee-�e-il'I-ST-�93T88-sha¼¼
ee-a-sttfe�y-eefle-eHeett�ee-ey-�he-epp¼ieafl�-el'le-�we-ef-fflefe

13 �his-e�e�e7-peyee¼e-�e-�he-6evefl'lef-e!-�his-s�a�e-ifl-�Ae-sttffl

14 ei-$;7eee-eeftei�ieftee-ttpeft-�Ae-!ai�h!tt¼-afte-heftes�-eeftette�-a!'le
15

Jlef£effflaftee-ey-�ne-¼ieeftsee-e!-�he-ettsifte5s-se-¼iee!'lseeT--�£

16

a!'ly-pefSe!'l-sha¼¼-ee-aggfievee-ey-�he-misee!'lette�-e!-al'ly-stten

17

¼ieeftsee-age!'ley7-stteh-pef5eft-may-maift�ai!'l-eft-ae�ieft-ift-h¼s-ewft

19

ftilffle-ttpel'l-�Ae-ee!'le-e!-saie-egel'ley7-il'l-al'ly-eettf�-hevil'lg

�tifisaie�ieft-e£-�he-afflettft�-e¼aimee7--Afty-femeeies-give!'l-ey

21 weti¼e-e�aefwise-eHis�T--Ne-eefta-sna¼¼-ee-fe�ttifee-£ef-�hese
22 pe*seRs-whe-feeeive-a-€¼ass-i pi -ef-€¼ess-iei -¼iee!'ISeT
��t

No license shall be issued unless the applicant

24 files with the department a certificate of insurance
25
26
27
28

evidencing comprehensive general liability coverage for death,
bodily injury, and ·personal injury.

Coverage shall include

false arrest, detention or imprisonment, malicious

29

violation of the right of privacy in the amount of $250, 000

31

property damage in the amount of $100, 000 per occurrence.

493.091

11

supervision of the person, partner, �he-ewl'lef-ef corporate

12

officer, or manager upon whose qualifications the agency is

13 1 icensed.
14
15

Section 11.

17

The

12
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Section 493.10, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:
493.10

16

License; contents; posting; identification

card.-(1)

All licenses issued pursuant to this part shall be

19

in a form prescribed by the department.

20

specify the name under which the applicant is to operate, the

21

address of the principal place of business, the expiration

22

date, the full names and titles of the persons who submitted

23

application forms, the number of the license, and any other

The license shall

24 information the department deems necessary.

All licenses

25

issued by the department shall be renewed biennially.

26

department shall determine b y rule the expiration date of each

28

30 �¼00 7 000 per person and $500 , 000 $3887888 per occurrence and

Supervision of agencies.--Each agency and each

10 branch office of such agency shall fflttS� be under the direct

27

prosecution, libel, slander, defamation of character, and

Section 493.091, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:

9

18

20

23

However, this

subsection shall not apply to those who receive a Class "GBB,"
Section 10.

12 sttfe�ies7-ef-ey-e-sttfe�y-eempefly-ett�hef¾zee-�e-ee-ettsiftess-41'1

18

The licensee shall notify the

6 is7i Class "F," or Class "G" license.

8 amended to read:
9

3 given to the department.

4 department of any claim against such insurance.

5 a�ieeft�-hae-a¼feeey-eeeH-¼ieeftsee-hefettfteef7-wett¼e-ee
Section 9.

2 modified or canceled unless 30 days' prior written notice is

29

The

class of license.7-eKee��-€¼ass-�F�-afte-e¼ass-�6�-¼ieeRses7
e*p¼Ee-a�-ffl4el'li�h�-eR-JttRe-38-et-eaeh-yeaf7--e¼ass-�F i -afte
€¼ass-iei-¼iee!'lses-eM�ife-eaeh-yeaf-a�-midftigh�-el'l-�ne-ea�e-�!

30

eiE�h-ef-�he-¼ieeRseeT

31

fees.

The department may prorate license
13
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(2)

2 conspicuous place in the principal place of business of the
3 licensee in this state.
4
5

may be confused or misled thereby.

The license shall at all times be posted in a

(3) (a)

The department shall upon application and

payment of fee issue a separate license for each branch office

6 mentioned in the application.

Said license shall be in a form

designed by the department but it shall at least specify the

The authorization for the

2 use of a fictitious name shall require as a condition
3 precedent to the use of such name the filing of a certificate
4 of doing business under a fictitious name under s. 865.09.
5

No

licensee shall be permitted to conduct business under more

6

than one name except as licensed.

7

change its licensed name at any time except upon renewal of

A licensee desiring to

8

name under which the licensee- operates, its license number and

8

license shall notify the department and pay a fee not to

9

the address of the location to which the license applies.

9

exceed $30 e£-$¼8 for each authorized change of name; and upon

JO returning the license to the department wi�h-a-eef�i£¾ee�e
11

£fem-h4s-sttfe�y-eft-�he-beRe-pfe¥4eee-£ef-ift-S7-493789-�e-�he

12 ¼ieeftsee-�e-pef£efm-�he-sef¥iees-e££efee-by-�he-a,eftey7--�he

12

13 a,eftey-she¼¼-�e¥iee-pfepef-sttfe�y-eefte-es-pfe¥¾eee-by-s7

13

newly authorized name shall then be entered upon the license

14

and same returned to the licensee.

(b)

15

No license shall be valid to protect any business

16

transacted at any place other than that designated in the

17

license unless consent is first obtained from the department

(4)

15

16

It shall be the duty of every licensee to furnish

all of its people, partners..!. aRe corporate officers, and

17

managers as the case may be, and a11·employees who are private

18

investigators or watchmen, guards and patrolmen, and to

19

furnish himself in the case of a private detective or

� £4¼ee-wi�h-�he-efi!ifta¼-befte-aRe-�he-ehaR!e-e£-¼eea�ieR-e£

� watchman, guard or patrolman contractor, an identification

21

¼¾eeRsee-pfe¥isieRs-e£-s7-4937¼3-e£-�his-paf�-ee-eemj'¼iee

21

card.

22

W¼�fl.

22

approved by the Department of State, but shall specify at

19 -aeRe-fe�tt¾fee-�e-ee-£i¼ee-by-s7-493789-�e-stteh-�faRs£ef-be

23

�

Such license shall not be valid to protect any

23

Such card shall be in a form and design as may be

least the name of the holder of the card, the name and number

24

licensee who engages in the business under any name other than

24

25

that specified in said license.

25

licensee and by the holder of the card.

26

part shall not be assignable.!. and no licensee shall conduct a

26

the possession of each person, partner, corporate officer,

V

business under a fictitious name unless and until it has

27

manager, or employee while on duty.

28

obtained the written authorization of the department to do so.

28

revocation of a license, it shall be the duty of each person,

29

partner, corporate officer, manager, or employee to return the

�

card to his employer.

29
30
31

A license issued under this

The department shall not authorize the use of a fictitious
name which is so similar to that of a public officer or
agency, or of that used by another licensee, that the public
14
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of the licensee, and be signed by a representative of the
Such card shall be in

Upon suspension or

31
15
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Each Class "F" or Class "G" license shall remain

2 in the custody and control of the employee.

Upon termination

No license shall be renewed 6 months or more after

2 the expiration date unless the applicant submits a new
such applicant may be

3 of employment, the employer shall immediately notify the

3 application and respective fees.

4 department on the form provided.

4 subject to a background investigation.

(6)
6

Each person to whom a license and card have been

5

(6)

No person, firm, company, partnership, or

issued shall be responsible for the safekeeping of same and

6

corporation shall carry on any business regulated by this part

shall not loan, or let or allow any other person to use or

7

during any period which may exist between the date of

8

expiration and the date of renewal of a license.

8 display, said license or card.
Section 12.

9

Section 493.12, Florida Statutes, is

10 amended to read:
11

493.12

12

(1)

Renewal of license.--

A license granted under the provisions of this

13 part may be renewed by the department.
(2)

14

No less than 90 days prior to the expiration date

(7)

Before a Class "G" license is renewed, the

10 licensee shall complete not less than 3 hours of range
11

training and fulfill such other health and training

12

requirements which the department shall adopt pi!'Offltt¼�a�e by

13

rule.

14

Section 13.

Section 493.14, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:

15

of the license, the department shall mail to each licensee a

15

16

written notice of the expiration and a renewal form prescribed

16

493.14 Disciplinary proceedings Pewei!'-0£-eepei!'�ffleft�-�e

17

by the department.
18

(1)

(3)

18

A licensee shall renew his license prior to

19

expiration by filing with the department, at least 45 days

�

prior to expiration, the renewal form accompanied by:

21
22

(a)

Payment of the fee prescribed in s. 493.06, except

that the Class "G" renewal fee shall not exceed $45 ee-�¼5.

23

(b)

Proof of the comprehensive general liability

24

insurance coverage required in s. 493.09.

25

Btife-t.y-heREl-e1¥ti¼i!'eEi-ift-ST-493.,-fl9.,(4)

26
27

Pes�4ft�-e£-�he

30

i!'eflew-ais-¼ieeftse at least 45 days prior to expiration ee£ei!'e

31

requirements of paragraphs s. 493.12(3)(a), (b), sttesee�ieft

��+

The following acts constitute grounds for which

disciplinary actions in subsection (2) may be taken �he

21
22
23
24

(a)

Fraud or willful misrepresentation in application

for or in obtaining a license;
(b)

Use of any fictitious or assumed name by a

25

licensee unless he has department approval and qualifies under

28

¼lis-e!llp¼eyees;

A licensee who fails to file a renewal application

28 4-l:-eMpifes may renew his license by fulfilling the
29

19

and paying a late fee equal to the amount of the license

fee.
16
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29
30

(c)

If the licensee ef-aftyefte-ifl-his-efflp¼ey has.L

regardless of adjudication, been found ae;tte�ee guilty of the

31
17

underli ned ore additions.
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493.21
2

4

fil��+

3

Upon revocation or suspension of license, the

Weapons and firearms; training requirements;

permit.-(2)

The department shall issue a Class "G" statewide

4 permit to persons licensed under the provisions of this part

5

licensee shall forthwith return the license which was

S

6

suspended.

to carry a weapon or firearm to be owned and issued by their

6

employers upon:

ill��+

The Department of State shall hold as

8 confidential any informatioR of a personal nature or that
9

10
11

12
13

relating to the conduct of the trade or profession.
Section 14.

Section 493,18, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:
493.18

Trust fund.--There is created within the

Division of Licensing of the department a Division of

14

Licensing Trust Fund.

15

this chapter shall be collected by the division and deposited

All moneys required to be paid under

16

in the trust fund.

17

such fund such amounts as it deems necessary for the purpose

IB

of administering the provisions of this chapter.

The Legislature shall appropriate from

19
20

¾ieeRse-{ees-paie-tifteef-�h¾s-pap�-sha¾¾-ee-eepesi�ee-iR�e-a

21

€£tiS�-€tifte-�e-ee-kftewR-as-�he-PPiYa�e-%RYes�i,a�iYe-A,eRey

� �,4RRiR,-e€-eaeh-{isea¼-yeaP-she¾¾-fte�-eMeeee-$587888,-efte
27

�

�

aRy-e*eess-sha¼¼-ee-�PeRs£effee-�e-�he-6eftefe¼-ReYefttie-PtiRS�
Section 15.

Paragraph (b) of subsection (2), paragraph

(c) of subsection (4) and subsection (6) of section 493.21,

30 Florida Statutes, are amended, and subsection (7) is added to
31

said section to read:

(a)

Satisfactory completion of a thorough background

8

investigation of the individual's police record and general

9

character made by the department, which investigation

10

indicates that the individual is a fit person to carry a

11

weapon or firearm;

12

(b)

The meeting of minimum training criteria for

13

weapons and firearms, not less than 8 �e-eMeeee-¼8 hours,

14

which shall be adopted ppemti¼,a�ee by the department.

15
16

(4)
(c)

The department may issue a 45-day temporary Class

17

•G• license which may be renewed�-

18

may be issued only if the applicant holds a valid Class "F"

W

license and after:

20

This temporary license

1. Completion of an investigation of the individual's

21

Florida police record by the department, which investigation

22

indicates that the individual is a fit person to carry a

23

weapon or firearm; and

24

2. The meeting of minimum physical fitness criteria

25

and minimum training criteria for weapons and firearms, not

26
27

28

�

30

less than 8 �e-eMeeee-¼8 hours, which criteria shall be
adopted pPemti¼,a�ee by the department.
(�)

The only firearms {¾Peefffl a Class "G" licensee may

carry are: is

31

20
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A standard police .38 caliber revolver with

Section 17.

2 standard ammunition, unless otherwise approved by the

amended to read:

3 department.
(b)

4

5

6

493.42
A shotgun , but only if the department determines

that extraordinary circumstances exist.
(7)

4

5

The only weapons a class "G" licensee may carry

9

10

Section'493.41, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:
493.41 Rules Powere-ane-dtt�±es of Department of State.L

11

applicability.--

12

(1)

�he-Bepar�men�-0£-S�e�e-¼s-hereey-ves�ed-w¼�h-�he
The department shall

(1)

Application for license.--

Every person administering detection of deception

examinations must qualify individually for a license under
this part and shall file with the department a written

are those specifically approved by the department.
Section 16.

Section 493.42, Florida Statutes, is

application accompanied by a fee o£-$i5 to cover costs�
8 amount to be determined by rule.
9

rebatable.

10

(2)

The fee shall not be

The written application shall be in accordance

11

with the following provisions, and the application shall be

12

signed and verified by the individual and shall contain the

13

following information:

14

�o-ee�ee�±on-0£-eeeep�±oA-eHaffl±AersT

15

Rave-�he-power7-jttr±sd±e�±on-ane-ett�hor±�y-�o adopt promtt¼,a�e

15

16

rules necessary to administer this chapter. aAe-regtt¼a�±ons

16

17 �ef-±�s-ewA-,evefAffleft�-ane-�He-eHere¼se-e£-±�s-power-hefettAeer

17

addresses within the 5 years immediately preceding the
submission of the application;

14

18

�er-�he-eenette�-0£-�he-etts±nees-or-prae�±ee-0£-aeffl¼fl¼S�er±Ag

18

19

eHaffl±Aa�±eAs-£ef-�fte-pttfpese-e£-de�ee�¼ng-�rtt�h-or-eeeep�¼ofl

19

20 �J±e-ee�ee�ef-eHaffl±Aa�¼eHst-no�-¼A-eoA£¼¼e�-w¼�h-�he

20

27

fil�;t

This part is not applicable to a detection of

The address of the principal place in which the

25

26
27

deception examiner employed by a municipal, county, state or

28

29

federal agency as long as his sole use of the instrument

29

described in s. 493.40(1) is in the performance of his

30

official duties.

31

31

22
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immediately preceding the submission of the application;
(fl

28
30

Occupations held presently and within the 5 years

22
24

l!\efe¼flT

(d)

Age7 and date ane-p¼aee of birth;

The present residence address and the residence

A statement that he is 18 years of age or older;

24

26

(c)

(e)

23
�fpeses-e!-ee�ee�±Hg-�rH�A-ef-eeeep�±oH-w¼�Aett�-£¼fs�

(b)

Full name and title of position;

21

23
25 �eee±v¼Hg-£feffl-�Ae-Bepaf�ffleA�-o£-s�a�e-a-¼¼eeAee-ae-prov±eed

(a)

business is to be conducted;
��+--s�a�efflefl�-e!-eettea�¼ena¼-�tta¼±£±ea�±efls-as
pt<ev4eee-±A-sT-493T43T
J_fil�At

The name under which the business is to be

conducted;
J.!!l�±+

Statement of formal polygraph training as

provided in s. 493.43;

23
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.i!l.�jt

A full set of fingerprints and a photograph of

2 the signatory taken within 2 years immediat�ly preceding the
3

4

submission of the application;
J..il�kt

A statement of the internship experience of the

5 signatory as required bys. 493.43(3) signed bythe licensed

Wfte Has satisfactorily completed a formal
4 training course of at least 6 weeks' duration at an examiner's
5 school instructing in the use of an instrument as described in
6

7
8

¼¼eeftee-ttfteer-thie-pert;

fil-H+

9 signatory; and
10

ill-tm,-

A statement of any or all arrests of the
Such further facts as may be required by the

11 departm11nt to show that the person signing the application is
12

eem,eteftt7-heftee�7-trtt�h£tt� 7 -trttetwerthy7 of good moral

13

character afte-eeare-a-reptt�at¼eft-£er-£a¼r-�ea¼¼ft,.

14

section 18.

Section 493.43, Florida Statutes, is

15 amended to read:
16

493.43

License requirements.--An applicant is

8

s. 493.40(5), which school must be recognized and approved by
the department; and

J!l��,.

Wfte Has completed a period of a minimum of l

9 year as licensed intern examiner under the supervision of a
10 licensed �ua¼¼£¼ee examiner in this state.
11
12

13

14

Section 19.

Section 493.435, Florida Statutes, is

created to read:
493.435
(1)

Approval of schools.--

Each person, partner, or corporate officer who

15 owns or directs the business of the polygraph school shall,
16

before departmental approval of such school, file with the

17

qualified to receive a license as a detection of deception

18

17

department a written application accompanied by an application

examiner �:

18

fee to cover costs in an amount to be determined by rule.

W

fee shall not be rebatable.

19
20
21

(l)

Wfte Is at least 18 years of age; afte

(2)

Is of good moral character Whe-eeeae¼¼shee-that-he

4s-a-pef5efl-e£-heftes�y7-�ruth£tt¼fteee7-¼ft�e,r¼ey7-mera¼

24 4flYe¼v¼ft,-tRera¼-�ttrpituee-er-a-£e¼efty-er-HaS-fte�-eeefl-re¼easee
25_ -&f'-e¼sehar,ee-ufteer-afly-ether-thaft-heflerae¼e-eefte¼t¼efts-£rem

U

21

22

23

27

20

afly-e£-the-armee-£erees-e£-the-ijfl¼tee-5eaeee7-afte

D

(2)

with the following provisions and the application shall be
signed and verified by the individual and shall contain the
following information:
(a)

Full name and title of position;

25

(bl

The address of the prinicipal place in which

business is to be conducted;

27

Hfl¼Yere¼�y-er-ee¼¼e,e-reee,ft¼�ee-as-aueh-ey-�he-eepartmeft�7

(cl

28

29 �h¼s-re�u¼remeft�-may-ee-wa¼Yee-£er-�hese-pereefle-whe-have-a

conducted;

29

30

30

(dl

�

31

e¼,h-sehee¼-e¼p¼ema-afte-5-yearei-e*per¼eflee-as-aft-¼ftvese¼,aeer
24
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The written application shall be in accordance

24
U

31

The

The name under which the business is to be
A full set of fingerprints and a photograph of the

signatory taken within 2 years immediately preceding the
submission of J.he application;
25
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A statement of any or all arrests of the

signato.ry; and
(fl

Such further facts as may be required by the

4 department to show the person signing the application is of
5 good moral character.

6

7

8
9

10

Section 20.

Section 493.44, Florida Statutes, ls

amended to read:
493.44

Fees.--The department, by rule, shall establish

biennial fees for licenses which shall not exceed the
following �he-¼fee"ee-£eee-epp¼feae¼e-�e-�he-�we-�ypes-e�

11 ¼fee"ses-preyfeee-tt"eer-per�-!!-e£-�hfs-ehap�ef-ere-es

12

13

£e¼¼ews:
(1)

Detection of deception examiners--$150 $58.

14

(2)

Detection of deception intern--$30 $¼8.

15

Section 21.

16

17
18

Section 493.46, Florida Statutes, is

hereby repealed.
Section 22.

Subsection (1) of section 493.41, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:

19

493.41

20

(1)

Issuance of license.--

When the Department of State shall be satisfied

21

that the applicant meets the license requirements, it shall

22

issue the license. e{-�ae-,eee-ehafae�ef7-eefflt"!!�e"ey-efle

23

4fl�e,ff�y-e£-�he-app¼feaA�-£er-a-ee�ee�feA-e£-eeeep�feA

24 eHamfAefis-¼feeAse7 -f�-eha¼¼-fA£efffl-etteh-epp¼feafl�-e£-f�e

25
26
27
�

29
30

31

�ffleffl!S-afle-�ha�-¼feeAee-eha¼¼-ee-festtee-ttpeA-�he-epp¼feaA�i e
�s�ffl!-a-¼feeAseei e-eeAe-es-pfeYfeee-£er-ffl-e7-4937897--apeA
�se-pes�f"!-e£-etteh-¼feeAeeei s-eeAe7-�he-eepafemeA�-ehe¼¼
4sstte-afle-ee¼fYef-�e-stteh-epp¼feafl�-e-¼feeflse-ee-eeAette�-�fte
�ype-e£-ettefAees-app¼fee-£ef-ee-�he-pfefflfees-e�a�ee-fA-�he
app¼fea�fefl7--Stteh-¼feeAee-sha¼¼-"e�-ee-�fa"s£efee¼e7 -aAd
sha¼¼-ee-feveked-ef-eaAee¼ed-eA¼y-ey-�he-depaf�fflefl�7
26
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section 23.

Subsection (1) of section 493.48, Florida

2 statutes, is amended to read:
493.48
4

(1)

License, contents and posting.--

The license issued pursuant to part II of this

5 chapter shall be £ef-a-peffee-e£-¼-yeef-efle-ehe¼¼-ee in such
6

form as may be determined by the Department of State, but
shall at least specify the applicant's name, the type and

8 number of the license, the address of the principal place of
9

business and the date on which it will expire.

10 shall be renewed biennially.
11
12
13
14

The license

The department may prorate

license fees.
Section 24.

Section 493.51, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:
493.51

Disciplinary proceedings Pewef-e£-Bepaf�fflefl�-e£

15 B�a�e-�e-eeAy7-ettspeAe7 -er-reveke-¼feeAees.--The Department of
16

State may take the same disciplinary actions based ee"Y7

17

fl!{ttse-�e-reAew-ef-fflay-sttspeAe-ef-fflay-reveke-¼fee"ees-feettee

18 tifleef-paf�-££-e£-�hfe-ehap�ef upon the same grounds as set
19

20
�
22
23
24
25
26
27
�

29

30

forth in s. 493.14.
Section 25.

Subsection (3) of section 790.01, Florida

Statutes, is hereby repealed.
Section 26.

Notwithstanding the provisions of the

Regulatory Reform Act of 1976, as amended, chapter 493,
Florida Statutes, shall not stand repealed on July 1, 1980, as
scheduled by such act, but chapter 493, Florida Statutes, as
amended, is hereby revived and readopted.
Section 27.

This act shall take effect July 1, 1980,

and if it does not become a law on or before July 1, 1980, it
shall operate retroactively to said date.

31
27
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10
11
12
13

14
,. 15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28

SENATE SUMMARY
Provides for qualifying of a noncorporate manager and the
3 years' experience requirement applies only to the
person actively directing the business. Requires a
factual showing of good moral character by applicant.
Clarifies that 3 iears' experience requirement applies
only to Class "A• and Class "B" licensees. Defines •good
moral character• as used in the chapter. _Limits refusal
to license for the failure to satifsy the good moral
character requirement to instances where there is a
substantial connection between the lack thereof and the
business for which the license is sought and where the
findings are supported by clear and convincing evidence.
Provides for notice of right to rehearing and appeal of a
finding of a lack of good moral character. Authorizes
the establishment of biennial license fees, by rule, not
to exceed specified amounts. Authorizes the
establishment, by rule, of fees for license replacement
and transfer under Part I not to exceed specified
amounts. Requires the department to make a thorough
background investigation of individual's good moral
character except that an investigation of Class "F"
licensees may be limited to examination of fingerprint
and police records and such other investigation as
department shall deem necessary. Requires Class "G"
licensee applicants to be investigated regarding their
general mental and physical fitness to carry a firearm.
Removes bonding requirements for all licensees. Requires
that during period of employment, Class •F" and Class "G"
licensees have license in their possession. Increases
required amounts of liability insurance for licensees,
Requires direct supervision of agency branch office by
person upon whose qualifications the agency is licensed.
Requires proof of insurance coverage for license renewal
purposes. Provides for late fee equal to license fee for
failure to file renewal application at least 45 days
prior to expiration. Requires additional range training
for Class "G" license renewal. Provides for disciplinary
action against all licensees including the impositfon of
an administrative fine, reprimand or probation. Provides
grounds for disciplinary action. Creates a Division of
Licensing Trust Fund wherein all moneys collected by the
division shall be deposited. Requires an applicant to
hold a valid Class "F" license prior to the issuance.of a
temporary Class "G" license. Limits the carrying of a
shotgun to extraordinary circumstances. Limits the'
carrying of weapons to those specifically approved.
Deletes 4 year bachelor degree or 5 year investigatory
experience requirement for licensing under Part II.
Repeals licensee exemption contained in s. 790.01(3),
F.S., relating to the carrying of concealed weapons.
Consult bill for any further changes.

29
30
31

28
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a

Florida Senate - 1980

CSfor CS

By C�nmittee on Ways and Means

to,

SB.sl/0

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to private investigative
agencies and deception detectors; amending s.
4

493.01(6) (e), Florida Statutes, and adding
(11)-(13) to said section; excluding
repossession from the definition of •private
investigation•; defining "manager•; defining

.. "
!.i

•repossessor• and "intern•; amending s. 493.02,
Florida Statutes; providing powers of the

�

..,o

!

i

.., .;
�j
,: ..,
'°' I

I

!

t

f

Department of State; amending s. 493.03,

11

Florida Statutes; providing that a manager

t&
'°'o
"'
... 0.

..

12

shall apply for a license and providing for

13

employment of Class •F• licensee after

��

14

application; amending s. 493.04, Florida

i-a
I

10

t('
:��
. ..,

i&

-;a 2:

"Si

f�

15

Statutes, providing license requirements;

16

amending s. 493.06(1), (3), Florida Statutes;

17

providing for biennial fees; amending s.

18

493.07, Florida Statutes; exempting Class •F•

19

license applicants from comprehensive

20

investigations; amending s. 493.08, Florida

�(e .s
..,8s..
:a

21

Statutes; providing for issuance of license;

22

,.c
-c

amending s. 493.09, Florida Statutes;

23

eliminating need to post bond; requiring

24

licensee to timely notify department of

25

insurance claim; amending s. 493.091, Florida

26

Statutes; requiring qualified person to

27

supervise agency; amending s. 493.10, Florida

� l:f

:, .5

�.!l
0.
:, 0
0. u

t::�

(:

statutes; providing for biennial renewal of
licenses and fee for name change; amending s.

30

493.12, Florida Statutes; providing for

31

procedures and fees for license renewal and

l
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requiring additional training for gun permit

fees; amending s. 493.51, Florida Statutes;

renewal; amending s. 493.14, Florida Statutes;

providing for discipline; and amending ss.

2

relating to the grounds on which the department
4

6

cs for cs for sa 340

493.05 and 493.47(1l, Florida Statutes;

can deny or revoke licenses and penalties to be

removing inconsistencies, improving the clarity

imposed; amending s. 493.18, Florida Statutes;

5

creating a trust fund and providing for

of the statutes; repealing s. T90r0l(3 l,

6

deposits of moneys therein; amending s.

Florida Statutes, exempting licensee from crime

7

of carrying concealed weapons; providing a

8

retroactive effective date.

493.21(2l(bl, (4l(cl, (6l,

Florida Statutes,

and adding new subsection (7l to said section;

9

10

providing for minimum training requirements for

11

a gun permit, limiting the issuance of

ll

12

temporary gun permit, and limiting permissible

12

13

firearms and weapons; amending s. 493.26,

13

493.01, Florida Statutes, is amended and subsections (lll,

14

Florida Statutes; requir{ng personal property

14

(12l, (13l are added to said s·ection to read:

15

inventories be maintained for 4 years; amending

15

493.01

16

s. 493.41, Florida Statutes; relating to the

16

powers of the Department of State; amending s.

(6l

17

17

493.42{ll, {2) (kl, (ml, Florida Statutes;

investigation by a person or persons for the purpose of

18

18

19

providing for statement of internship; amending

obtaining information with refe.rence to any of the following

19

s. 493.43, Florida Statutes; relating to

matters:

20

20

21

license requirements; creating s. 493.435,

21

Florida Statutes; establishing application

property7-iRe±Y6¼R!-�Re-&Ysiaess-e€-PefeSsessiR! or finance

22

22

requirements for own�rs and directors of

adjusting;

23

23

24

polygraph schools; amending s. 493.44, Florida

24

25

Statutes; providing for maximum biennial fees;

the business of the agency or branch office but who does not

25

have a proprietary interest in, or is a corporate officer of,

U

the agency or branch office.

10

Be It Ena·cted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1.

(el

(lll

Paragraph (el of subsection (6l of section

Definitions, part I.--As used in this act:

•private investigation• means and includes

The location or recovery of lost or stolen

•Manager" means any person who actively directs

26

repealing s. 493.46, Florida Statutes,

27

requiring the posting of bonds; amending s.

27

28

493.47(ll, Florida Statutes; requiring the

28

29

filing of a certificate of insurance; amending

compensation, recovers motor vehicles, as defined. in s.

29

30

s. 493.48(ll, Florida Statutes; providing for

30

31

biennial renewal of licenses and proration of

320.27(ll(bl, as a result of default in payment for such motor
vehicle.

31

2
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(12)

"Repossessor• means any person, who for

3
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(13)
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ftef-iR-aRy-way-pFemise-fteF-iaiePm-aayeRe-eaae-he-wi¼¾-pefieFm

"Intern• means one who studies repossession work

•Yea-seFviees-wieheYe-FeeeiY¼ft!-iFem-ehe-BepafemeM-ei-seaee-a

2 on a trainee status under the personal supervision and control
3 of a Class "E" licensee.
4

Section 2.

filH'l- In order to carry out the duties of the

Section 493.02, Florida Statutes, is

department prescribed in this part, designated employees of

s amended to read:
493.02

cs for cs for SB 340

6 the Division of Licensing of the department shall have access

Powers and duties of Department of State.--

to the information in criminal justfce information systems and
8 to criminal justice intelligence information, as d.efined in s.
9 943.07.
10

11 waeeftlllaa7-�Hafe-eP-paePe¼-eeRefaeeefs-ehepeieP7 -ee-eeRy-sHeh
12
13

app¼ieaRes-a-¼ieeRse-ep-ee-syspeae-a-¼ieeftse-ieP-PeaseRae¼e

pepiee7 -eP-ee-assess-a-ei¥i¼-peRa¼ey-a1aiRse-eae-¼ieeRsee-iR

,14 aR-ameHR£-Ree-ee-eMeeee-$¼7999T

The department shall haYe-ehe

15 pewef7-jHPiseieeiea-aRe-aHeaePiey-ee adopt all ptaefflH¼1aee
16

PeaseRae¼e rules necessary to administer this chapter.

17

However, no rule shall be adopted that unreasonably restricts

18

competition or the availability of private security services

19

in the state or in a significant part of the state, or

20

unnecessarily increases the cost of private security services

21

without a corresponding or equivalent public benefit. afte

Section 3.

Section 493.03, Florida· Statutes, is

11 amended to read:
12

493.03

13

(1)

Application for license.--

Each person, partner, ep7 -iR-eae-ease-ei

14 eefpefaeieRS 7 -eaeh corporate officer, or manager, must qualify

(\5

separately for a license under this part and shall file with

16 the department a written applic·ation accompanied by a fee ei

17

$�5 to cover costs in an amount to be determined by rule.7

18

eMeepe-eaae

An

applicant for a Class "F" or a Class "G"

license shall not be required to pay the $�5 application fee.
( 19
20 The fee shall not be rebatable. The written application shall
�
22

be in accordance with the following provisions:
(a)

If the applicant is an individual, the application

(b)

If the applicant is a firm or partnership, a

23 shall be signed· and verified by the individual.
24

25 separate application shall be signed and verified by each

25
26
27

Seaees-ef-ei-eais-seaee-aRe-may-afflefte-same-as-pfeYieee-ia

28

ehapeef-Hl9T

�

t�t--Ne-pefseR 7-iifm 7 -eempaRy7-paPeRefship-eP

30

31

4
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C

26

individual composing or intending to compose, in the immediate

27

future, such firm or partnership.

28

(c)

If the applicant is a corporation, a separate

29

application shall be signed and verified by each officer (not

30

including assistant sec .retar ies or assistant treasurers)

31

thereof.
5
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The application shall contain the following

(2)

information concerning the individual signing the same:

5

2.

Age andT date afte-p¼aee of birth;

3.

The present residence address and the residence

3 to the department for a Class •F" .license,
5

ro immediately preceding the submission of the application;
11
12

s.

6.

to any full-time police officer, full-time deputy sheriff,

14
15
16
17

1.

12

conducted;

The names and addresses of all partners or officers

� and.directors, as the case may be;
19

10.

A full set of fingerprints and a photograph of the

20

signatory taken within

21

submission of the application;

22

11.

10
11

a. The name under which the. business is to be
9.

9 police officer, or auxiliary deputy sheriff who is duly

The address of the principal place in which the
The address of all branch offices within the state;

2

years immediately preceding the

13

14
15

19

Every corporation applying for a license heFeafteeF

(2)

Each individual required to fi.le an application

20 with the department shall be at least 18 years of a ge.
22

24

ill

Each person7-eaeh-paF£fteF7-£he-pFesieeft�-ei-a

eefi,t,fa£ieft7-afte-ehe-eiiieef-eF-mafta�eF-ei-£he-eeFp&Fa�ieft who

actively directs the business of the licensee eeFp&fa£ieR7

shall have had at least 3 years' experience performing the

12.

A statement of any or all arrests of the

25 type of service permitted under the license applied for or the

13,

such further facts as may be required by the

26

equivalent thereof in related fields, except that this

27

requirement does not apply to applicants for a Class "F" or a

signatory; and

department to show that the person signing the application is

29 eempe£eft£7 -hefteS£T -eFY�hiY¼7-£FYS£W8F£AYT of good�
31

(1)

License requirements.--

contracts and to sue and be sued in this state.

corporation for a license under this chapter;

30

493.04

18

24

�

amended to read:

Section 493.04, Florida Statutes, is

laws of this state and shall have the capacity to make valid

23

27

Section 4.

17

which he believes would qualify him, his firm or his

25

he is performing duties approved by his superiors.

16

23

26

certified by the Police Standards and Training Commission when

must be organized, or authorized to do business, under the

21

A statement of the experience of the signatory

The provisions of this section shall not apply

8 part-time police officer, part-time deputy sher.if£, auxiliary

A statement that he is 18 years of age or older;

13 business is to be conducted;

unarmed

before such application is approved,
illt2t

8 submission of the application;
Occupations held presently and within the 5 years

An

4 watchman, guard, or patrolman may be employed .by an agency

addresses within the 5 years immediately preceding the
4,

Every person shall, before being empl-0yed as a

2 watchman, guard, or patrolman by any agency, make application

Full name and title of position held with
4 applicant;

CS for CS £or SB 340

character afte-eeaFs-a-FepY£a�¼eft-ieF-faiF-eea¼iR�.
6
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28
29
30

Class "G" license.

W¼£hift-£his-s£aeeT

8fte-yeaf-ei-saeh-eMpefieRee-sha¼¼-ee

t�t--S¥efy-�eEseR-shal¼7-eeief�-eeiR�-emp¼eyee-as-a

31 wa£ehfflaR7-<JYaFe7-eE-�a£Ee¼maft7 -as-eei-iftee-heFeift7-ey-afty
7

...
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-aRe-all-waeehfflaR7-!'eaEe-eE-paeEelmeR-a!eReies 7 shall notify

peEseR7-fifm7-eempaRy7-pafeRefsaip7-ef-eefpeEaeieR7-make
2 applieaeieR-£e-eae-eepaEemeRe-fef-a-€lass-!1F!!.-lieeRSey--AR

2

3 YRaEmee-waeeamaR7-,eafe7-ef-paeEelmaR-may-ee-empleyee-ey-aRy

the department within 10 days of the removal, replacement or
addition of any person, partner, corporate officer, or manager

4 peEseR7 -fiEm7-eempaRy7-pafeRefsaip7 -ef-eePpefaeieR-eefefe-sYea

4

ef-all-paf£ReES-aRe-effieefs of the eePpePaee agency, and upon

5 applieaeieR-is-appPeveer --if-eae-eepafemeRe-eeRies 7-sespeRes

5

receipt of application forms from the department, shall cause

6 eE-fevekes-a-lieeRse-afeef-¼SSYaRee7-eae-emple)'llleRe-ef-seeh

6

the same to be completed by the new person, partner.!.

7 corporate, ef officer, or manager and the sa111e shall be filed

peEseR-shall-ee-eeEmiRatee-immeeiaeelyT--saeh-peEseR7-f¼fffl7

a eempaRy7-paf£ReEsaip7�eE-eeEpefaeieR-SRall7-epeR-eHe

8

1o eE-paefelmaR 7 -EepeEe-seea-empleymeRe-ef-£efmiRaeieR

11 immeeiaeely-ee-eae-eepaEemeRer--BYf¼R!-ehe-peEiee-ef
!1
12 empleymeR£-ef-aRy.-pefseft-wae-l\as-a-€lass-!1F!!.-ef-€lass-!1G

12

l3 ¼ieeRse7 -ep-a-eempepapy-€lass-•s 4 -lieeRse7 -eae-lieeRsee-saall

13

14 keep-eae-lieeRse-iR-his-pessessieRT--Ne-€lass-!1F!1-ef-€lass-!!.G!1

14

15 lieeRsee-is-aYeRePi�ee-ee-ee-eesiRees-eMeepe-as-aR-empleyee-ef
16
17

aRe£Hef-peEseR7-iifm7-eempaRy7 -paE£Refsaip7-eP-eefpefaeieft�

ReP-is-seea-lieeRsee-aeeaefi�ee-ee-ese-aRy-fieti£iees-ef

18 assHR1ee-Rame-YRless-he-�ealifies-eRaep-£he-Fieei£iees-Name
T�e provisions of this section shall not apply

with the department and an application fee ef-$%5 p aid.

11 partner, corporate Sf officer, or manager.
Section 6.

Subsections (1) and (3) of section 493.06,

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
493.06

License and other fees.--

(1)

The department, by rule, shall establish biennial
fees
for
licenses
which shall not exceed the following 'Fae
16
17 lieeRse-fees-app¼ieae¼e-£e-eae-seveR-eypes-ef-lieeftses
15

18

pEevieee-ief-YReep-el\is-patt-aEe:

19

(a)

Class A.

20

(b}

Class B.

$300 $199.

21

to any full-time police officer, full-time deputy sheriff,

21

22

part-time police officer, part-time deputy sheriff, auxiliary

22

(c)

Class

23

(d)

Class D.

23 police officer, or auxiliary deputy sheriff who is duly
24 certified by the Police Standards and Training Commission when

25 he is performing duties approved by his superiors.
26

v

28

Section 5.

Section 493.05, Florida Statutes, is

493.05

Notification to Department of State of new

'1!I partner or corporate officer.--After filing the application,

30

unless the department declines to issue the license, or

31

revokes it after issuance, all pEivaee-iRvesei,aeive agencies,
8
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c.

24 contractor: $75 $%5.
25

(e}

26

(f}

27

amended to read:

The

9 agency• s good standing under this part shall be contingent
JO upon the department's approval of any such new person,

9 empleymeRe-eP-eefmiRaeieR-ef-emple)'llleRe-ef-a-waeehfflaR7-!Safer

28
29
30

employee:
(g)

Private investigative agency: $300 $Hl9.

Watchman, guard, or patrolman agency:
Private detective:

Class GBB B.
Class F.

ill

$19.

!!2.£

$59.

Watchman, guard, or patrolman
Branch office: $ 75 $%5.

Unarmed watchman, guard, or patrolman

Class G. Statewide gun permit: $75 $�5. Issuance
of this permit shall not authorize the possession of a
concealed weapon.

31
9
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(3)

The department, by rule,

(a)

Replacement of

may

CS for CS for 58 340

establish ehaf,e-Ehe

2 ieU,ewiR! fees which shall not exceed the following:
3

4 card:
5
6
7

a
9

10

fil

{bl

a

Class •F• or Class •G• laminated

$5.

Section 7.

Section 493.07, Florida Statutes, is

6

Investigation of applicants by Department of

11 issuance of licenses under this part, the department shall

Section 8.

8

9

Except as provided for in (31, prior to the

and police records, and such additional investigations as- it
shall deem necessary.

State.-(ll

In the case of Class •F• iicense applicants, the

s department shall make an examination of fingerprint rec·ords-

amended to read:
493.07

(3)

4

Transfer of Class "G 0 license: $30 $¼8.

Section 493.08, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:

JO

493.08

11

�¼t

Issuance of license.--

When the department shall be satisfied that the

12 make individual investigations ei-the-,eaePa¼-iitaess-aae

12

applicant meets the license requirements ei-Ehe-geee

13

13

ehaPaetef 7-eempeteaey-aae-iaEe!Piey-ei-the-app¼ieaaE7 -eE7-ii

sa4Eae414ty7-iaelt1eiag-the-meRtal-aRe-physieal-iiEaess7 of

14

applicants for all licenses.

T5

include:

The

investigations shall

14

Eee-app¼4eaRt-ee-a-iifm-ep-paPtRefskip7-eae-iRei¥ieHal-memeeps

15

A thorough background investigation

the

16

17 individual's ,eaePa¼ character aae-pepaeaeiea-ieP-heaesty7

�aepee!, it shall inform the applicant of its findings and

17

that license shall be issued upon the applicant's filing a

18

18

pes�iag-a-lieeRseeL s-eeRe certificate of insurance as provided

19

for in s. 493.09.

20

eeae certificate of insurance, the department shall issue and

21

deliver to such applicant a license to conduct the type of

22

business applied for at the premises stated in the

16

19

(aJ

of

Eft1�hia¼aess7 -iaEegPiey7-mepa¼-iitaess7 -aae-iaiP-eea¼ia,.
(bl

An examination of fingerprint records and police

20 records.
21

(c)

Such other inves.tigation of individuals as the

22 department may deem necessary.
23

(2)

In the case of Class "G" license applicants, the

23 application.

Upon the filing pes�ia� of such licensee's

During the period of employment of any person

24 department shall make an i
· nvestigation of the general mental

24 who has

25

25 keep the license in his possession.

and physical fitness of the applicant to carry a weapon or

26 firearm in addition to such investigations required bys.
'Z/ 493.07(1).
28

Pfief-Ee-tae-issaaaee-ei-pefmies-aaeef-ST-493T�¼

Class •F• or Class •G• license, the licensee shall
SHeh-lieease-sha¼¼-Ret-ee

26 EFaas€ePaele-aae-sha¼l-ee-Pe¥ekee-eP-eaReelee-ealy-ey-tae
'Z/ eepaPEmeae..-

Ee-afmee-watehmea7-,aafes7-eP-patfelmeR7-Ehe-eepaEtmeat-sha¼l

29 make-aa-aeeieieaa¼-ia¥esEigatiea-ei-app¼ieaRES7-whieh-sha¼l
30

a

iaelt1ee-,.

29
30

31

31

10
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evidencing comprehensive general liability coverage for death,
2 bodily injury, property damage, and personal injury.

2 &¼SR&fleSl!-eeaH:PUJSt
3

tet--Has-Rel!-Peaekee-h¼s-¼Sl!h-e¼Pl!keay,-

3 shall include false arrest, detention or imprisonment,

4

tat�-Eai¼YPe-l!e-meel!-l!he-eHpeP¼eRee-�Ya¼iiieal!ie Rs

4 malicious prosecution, 1 ibel, slander, defamation -of

Coverage

5 pe�YiPee-YReeP-l!he-pPe Yisie Rs-ei-l!his-paPl!t

5 character, and violation of the right of privacy in the amount

6

tet--Eai¼YPe-l!e -meel!-ekapael!eP-�Ya¼ii¼eal!ie ftst

6 of $100,000 per person and $300,000 per occurrence and

8

f�r--Ge fteYel!¼Rg-sysiF1ess-wil!heYl!-seF1eiie-ei-ppepeP

tit--Ea¼siiy¼Rg-app¼ieal!¼eR-ieP-¼¼eeRse,

9 ¼ieeRse,--aRe
10
11

tht--Eai¼YPe-l!e -meel!-aRy-�Ya¼iiieal!¼eR-e P-Pe�YiPemeRl!

ppeseP¼sed-iR-l!his-papl! 7-e P-ieP-aRy-eaYse-wk¼eky-ii-l!he

12 appl¼eaF1l!-kae-alpeaey-seeR-¼¼eeRsee-kePeYF1seP7-we Yle-se
13
14
15

16
17

�Pe YRes-ie P-PeYe eal!ie R-ei�sYeh-¼ieeRseT
Section 9.

Section 493.09, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:
493.09

Licensee's

property damage in the amount of $100,000 Pl!r occurrence.
8 certificate shall provide that the insurance shall not be

9 modified or canceled unless 30 days' prior written notf-ce is.
10

insurance.-

tlt--�he-¼ieeRseeLs-BeRe-peiePPee-l!e-iR-sT-493T88-sha¼¼

given to the department.

The licensee shall t·imely notify the

11 department of any claim against such insurance.

However, this

12

subsection shall not apply to those who receive a · Class •GBB,
. "

13

ag 7a Class •F,• or Class •G• license.

14
u

s eRe-afte

16
17

Section 10.

Section 493.091, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:
493.091

Supervision of agencies.--Each agency and each_

branch office of such agency shall mas� be under the direct

ee-a-sypel!y-se fte-eHeeYl!ee-ey-l!he-applieaftl!-afte-ewe-eP-ffl ePe

18

19 sypel!ies7-ep-sy-a-sapel!y-eempaRy-aal!keP¼Bee-l!e-ee-sYS¼Ress-iR

19

officer, or manager upon whose qualifications the agency is

20 l!h¼s-sl!al!e7 -payasle-l!e-l!he-6eYePfteP-ei-l!k¼s-sl!al!e-¼R-l!he-sYIII

20

licensed.

18

21
22

ei-$57 888-eeReil!ieRee-Ype R-l!he-ia¼l!hiY¼-aRe-keResl!-eeRaYel!-afte
pePiePmaF1ee-sy-l!he-lieeF1see-ei-ehe-eYsiF1ess-se-¼ieeF1seeT--ii

The

21
22

supervision of the person·, partner, �he-eWRe.P-eP corporate

Section 11.

Section 493.10, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:

23

aRy-pepseR-shal¼-se-aggPieyee-sy-l!he-miseeReYel!-ei-aRy-sYeh

25

F1ame-YpeR-l!he-Be F1e-ri-saie-ageRey7-iF1-aF1y-eeYPl!-haY¼ft�

25

26

3-YPiseie.eie R-e i-ehe-ame YRl!-elaimeeT--ARy-pemeeies-giYeR-ey

26

in a form prescribed by the department.

27

l!his-seel!ie R-sha¼l-Re e-ee-eHe¼asiye-ei-aRy-el!heP-Pemeey-waieh

27

specify the name under which the applicant is to operate, the

28

weYle-el!hepwise-exisl!T--Ne-BeRe-sha¼¼-se-•e�YiPee-ie P-l!hese

29

pepseF1s-whe-PeeeiYe-a-€lass-tES-ep-€lass-llS a -¼ieeF1seT

�

address of the principal place of business, the expiration

29

date, the full names and titles of the persons who submitted

30

application forms, the number of the license, and any other

31

information the department deems necessary.

24 ¼¼eeF1sea-ageF1ey7-sYeh-pepseR-lllay-maiF1l!aiR-aF1-aeeieR-iR-kis-eWF1

30
31

tit

No license shall be issued unless the applicant

files with the department a certificate of insurance
12
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493.10

License; contents; posting; identification

24 card.-(1)

All licenses issued pursuant to this part shall be
The license shall

All licenses

13
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The

that specified in said license.

2 department shall determine by rule the expiration date of each

3 business under a fictitious name unless and until it has

4 obtained the written authorization of the department to do so.

5 Glass-&GS-¼ieeRses-eMpiFe-eaeh-yea,-ae-m¼efti,ht-eR-the-eate-ei
7 fees.
8

9

(2)

s The department shall not authorize the use of a fictitious

The department may prorate license

6 name which is so similar to that of a public officer or
7 agency, or of that used by another licensee, that the public

The license shall at all times be posted in a

a may be confused or misled thereby.

conspicuous place in the principal place of business of the

11

10 precedent to the use of such name the filing of a certificate

The department shall upon application and

11 of doing business under a fictitious name under s. 865.09.

12 payment of fee issue a separate license for each branch office

13 than one name except as licensed.

14 designed by the department but it shall at least specify the

A licensee desiring to

14 change its licensed name at any time except upon renewal of

15 name under which the licensee operates, its license number and

15 license shall notify the department and pay a fee not to

16 the address of the location to which the license applies.

16

11 Baek-efaReh-eiiiee-mYst-ee-YRee,-tae-ei,eet-sYpe,vieieR-ei-a
¼ieeR&ee-eWRef7-paftftef7 -88fp&fate-eiiieef-ef-ethef-pefSeR

19 ¼ieeRsee-ee-pe,iefm-the-se,vieee-eiie,ee-sy-the-a,eReyT--�he

exceed $30 ei-$¼9 for each authorized change of name; and upon

17

returning the license to the department wi�a-a-ee,�iiieate

18

i,em-his-sYEe�y-eA-the-eeRi-p,eviiee-!ef-iR-sT-493769-te-the

19 eiieet-tha�-saie-eeRe-eeveEs-the-¼ieeRseeLs-Rew-Rame, the

20 a,eRey-saa¼¼-p,eviee-p,epeF-sYFety-seRe-as-p,evieee-sy-sT

20 newly authorized name shall then be entered upon the license

21

21 and same returned to the licensee.

493T89-ieF-eaeh-eFafteh-eiiieeT
(bl

22

No license shall be valid to protect any business

24 managers as the case may be, and all employees who are private

25 afte-Yati¼-w,ieteR-eeR&eRt-ei-the-syfety-eF-SYfeties-eR-the

25 investigators or watchmen, guards and patrolmen, and to

� seaa-,e��i,ee-te-ee-iilea-sy-sT-493T89-te-sYeh-t,aRsie,-ee

29 with.
30

31

26 furnish himself in the case of a private detective or

ii¼ee-with-the-ePi!iRa¼-eeRe-aRe-the-eeaR!e-ei-leeatieR-ei

¼ieeftsee-p,evisieRs-ei-sT-493T¼3-ei-this-pa,t-ee-eempliee

fil

Such license shall not be valid to protect any

licensee who engages in the business under any name other than
14
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It shall be the duty of every licensee to furnish

23 all of its people, partners.!. aRe corporate officers,,!.!!!!

24 license unless consent is first obtained from the department

28

(4)

22

23 transacted at any place other than that designated in the

27

No

12 licensee shall be permitted to conduct business under more

13 mentioned in the application. • Said license shall be in a form

18

The authorization for the

9 use of a fictitious name shall require as a condition

10 licensee in this state.
(3) (a)

A license issued under this

2 part shall not be assignable.!. and no licensee shall conduct a

4 eMpife-at-mieRi!ht-eR-JYRe-38-ei-eaeh-yea,T--e¼ass-sFs-afte
6 ei,th-ei-ehe-¼ieeRseeT

CS for CS for SB 340

27 watchman, guard or patrolman contractor, an identification

(

28 card.

Such card shall be in a form and design as may be

29 approved by the Department of State, but shall specify at

30 least the name of the holder of the card, the name and number
31

of the licensee, and be signed by a representative of the
15
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Such card shall be in

(4)

2 the possession of each person, partner, corporate officer,
3 manager, or l!lltployee while on duty,

CS for CS for SB 340
A licensee who fails to file a renewal application

2 Eeftew-his-¼ieeRse at least 45 days prior to expiration eeie•e

Upon suspension or

3 ie-eitpi•es may renew his license by fulfilling the

4 revocation of a license, it shall be the duty of each person,

4 requirements of paragraphs s, 493,12(3) (a), (bl, st1esee�¼eft

& card to his employer.

6 fee,

5 partner, corporate officer, manager, or employee to return the
(5)

s •t3t and paying a late fee equal to the amount of the license

Each Class •F• or Class •a• license shall remain

s in the custody and control of the employee,

(5)

Upon termination

s the expiration date unless the applicant submits a new

9 of employment, the employer shall immediately notify the

9 application and respective fees.

10 department on the form provided.
( 6) Each person to whom a license and card have been
11

(6 )

11

No person, firm, company, partnership, or

12 corporation shall carry on any business regulated by this part

13 during any period which may exist between the date of

14 display, said license or card.
Section 12,

Such applicant may be

10 subject to a background investigation.

12 issued shall be responsible for the safekeeping of same and
13 shall not loan, or let or allow any other person to use or
15

No license shall be renewed 6 months or more after

14 expiration and the date of renewal of a license.

Section 493,12, ·Florida Statutes, is

(7)

15

Before a Class

•a•

license is renewed, the

16 amended to read:
493,12 Renewal of license.-17

16 licensee shall complete not less than 4 nor more than 6 hours

I&

(1)

18 requirements which the department shall adopt premt1l�a�e by

20

(2)

A license granted under the provisions of this

19 part may be renewed by the department.

No less than 90 days prior to the expiration date

21 of the license, the department shall mail to each licensee a

22 written notice of the expiration and a renewal form prescribed
23 by the department.
(3)

A licensee shall renew his license prior to

25 expiration by filing with the department, at least 45 days
�

prior to expiration, the renewal form accompanied by:

27

(a)

29

(b)

17 of range training and fulfill such other: health and training

Payment of the fee prescribed in s. 493,06, except

28 that the Class

•a•

renewal fee shall not exceed $45 ee-•¼S,

Proof of the comprehensive general liability

30 insurance coverage required in s, 493.09.

Pese¼ft�-ei-eee

16
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19 rule.
20

Section 13,

22

493,14

24

(1)

Section 493,14, Florida Statutes, is

21 amended to read:

Disciplinary proceedings Pewe•-ef-eepaf�■eR•-�e

The following acts constitute grounds for which

25 disciplinary actions in subsection (2) may be taken 'lite
26 depa•ueR�-may-defty7-Peit1se-•e-•efteW7-eP-may-st1spefta-e•-•ay

v

•eveke-a-l!eeRse-ier-afty-efte-er-me•e-ef-•ke-fe¼lew¼R!-!P&t1Res:

�

(a)

30

(b)

Fraud or willful misrepresentation in application

29 for or in obtaining a license;
Use of any fictitious or assumed name by a

31 licensee unless he has department approval and qualifies under
17
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the Fictitious Name Statute Wi¼lfli¼ly-aRe-kRewiR9¼y-vielae¼ft!

lieeftsee-fi¼es-a-ftew-eeRe-wiek-s1:1ffieieRe-s1:1Feeies-wiehiR-39

2 aHy-ei-eae-pfe¥is¼efts-ef-�is-pa•e-ey-eke-lieeftsee-e•-aRy-ef

3 afs-emple-yees;
(c)

4

If a person eae-lieeftsee e•-&ByeHe-ift-kfs-empley

5 has, regardless of adjudication, been� ae;1:1e,eEl guilty of
6

the commission of a crime which directly relates to the

1 business for which the license is held iRvelviH9-me•al
8 e1:1•pie1:1ee;
(d)

9

If a person has, regardless of adjudication, been

10 found guilty of the commission of a felony unless his civil
11 rights have been restored, or his record has been expunged.
l2

J.!l.fElr

l4

filter

16

filtit

A false statement by the licensee that any

13 _person is or has been in his employ;

If the licensee or any of his or its employees

15 is found guilty of willful betrayal.of a professional secret;

Upon proof that the licensee is guilty of fraud

17 or deceit, or of negligence, incompetency, or misconduct, in

l8 the'practice of his business for which the license is held; �f

19 eke-lieeftsee-ef-aHy-ef-kis-empleyees-is-iReempeeefte7-ef-¼S

20 ,1:1iley-ef-eefte1:1ee-a9aiftse-eke-ifteerese-ef-eke-9eftefal-p1:1elie7
21 ef

22

(h)

If the person conducts business without a license,

23 or with a revoked or suspended license; k as-eeeR-eeHvieeee-ef

24 a-feleRy-iR-ekis7-er-aHy-eeke•-seaeey-afte-kas-Hee-kae-kis

25
26

eivil-•i,aes-•esee•ee�
.!.!l.t!t

Failure ef-eke-¼ieeHsee to maintain in full

27 force and effect the s1:1•eey-eefte comprehensive general

28

liability insurance coverage, if required, as referred to in

29 s. 493.09;

2 eays-aieeF-fteeiee-i•em-eae-9epa•emeRe-ef-lRs1:1Faftee-ef-ehis

3 eeaee-ef-ef-ehe-e1:1feey-eempaAyis-keme-seaeeT
4

s
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.LJlt¼r li-eke-lieeRsee Impersonated, permitted, or

aided and abetted an employee to impersonate, a law

6 enforcement officer or any employee of this state, United
7 States, or any politlcal subdivision thereof;

8

9 eeEv¼ees-ef-a-•epeEe-as-a�•eee-�eeweeR-ehe-pa•eies-afte-fef
10 waiea-eempeRsaeieR-kas-eeeR-paie-er-eefteeree-iR-aeee•eaRee
11 w¼ek-eke-a�•eemefte-ef-eke-paFeiesT
12

(k)

Committed assault, battery, or kidnapping; or used

13 force or violence on any person except in self-defense or in

14 the defense of a client;
15

(1)

Knowingly violated or advised, encouraged or

16 assisted the violation of any court order or injunction in the
v course of business as a licensee;

18

l9

20

(m)

(n)

Acted as a runner or

a

capper for any attorney;

Falsification, alteration, or failure to maintain

for 4 years an inventory of recovered personal property as

21 required by s. 493.26;
22

J.21..tHr

Transferred or attempt to transfer a license.

23 Ge-¼eeee-aRy-aee-wa¼ek-is-a-,•e�Re-fe•-a-eeftial-ef-aR
24

25

appli�aeiea-ieE-lieeHse-1:1Rae•-ekis-ehapeef-afta-ekese-aeesT
(2 )

When the department finds any violation of

26 subsection (1), it may impose one or more of the following
27 penalties:
28

(a)

Deny an application for licensure.

29

(b)

Revoke or suspend a license.

(c)

Impose an administrative fine not to exceed $1,000

30
18

CS for CS for SB 340

�

per violation.

19
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Issue a reprimand.•

b¼eeRS¼Rf-baW-�F¥SE-F¥fte7-Ee-ee-¥see-ey-\he-B¼Y¼S¼eR-ef

(e) Place the licensee on probation for a period of
3 time and subject to such conditions as the department may

4 specify.

s

(3)

7

shall be terminated immediately.

The agency shall report such

s termination to the department.
9

ro �f-ee.lllllli�eee-�y-eBe-app¼ieane-pfiep-ee-!ss¥aftee-ef-¼ieeftse7
ll

13

J.!l.�it

Upon revocation or suspension of license, the

14 licensee shall forthwith return the license which was

15 suspended.

16

2 b¼eeRS¼ftf-ef-ehe-eepapoefte-ee-emp¼ey-pepsenRe¼-ane-pay
I�

1l l

fil�3t

The Department of State shall hold as

17 confidential any information of a personal nature or that

18 ·relating to the conduct of the trade or profession.

19

Section 14.

21

493.18

�

Licensing Trust Fund.

6 any-eHeess-ska¼¼-�e-eransfeppee-ee-eke-Geftefa¼-ReYeft¥e-F¥fteT
7

(c) of subsection (4) and subsection (6) of section 493.21,

9

Florida Statutes, are amended, and subsection (7) is added to

10 said section to read:
11

493.21 Weapons and firearms; training requirements;

13

(2)

12 permit.--

All moneys required to be paid under

24 this chapter shall he collected by the department and

25 deposited in the trust fund.

�

17
28
29

30
31

The Legislature shall

appropriate from such fund such amounts as it deems necessary,
for the purpose of administering the provisions of this

chapter.
�¼t--A¼¼-f�R«s-eef¼¥ee-frem-FeRewa¼-ef-e¼ass-!I.Ga
¼ieeRse-fees-pa!e-�ReeF-ekis-par�-sha¼¼-ee-eepesieee-¼ftee-a

�f¥SE-f¥ne-ee-ee-kRewn-as-ehe-PFiYaee-iftYes�itaeiye-AteRey
20
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The department shall issue a Class •G• statewide

permit to persons licensed under the provisions of this part
to carry a weapon or firearm to be owned and issued by their

16 employers upon:
Satisfactory completion of a thorough background
(a)
17
investigation of the individual's police record and general

character made by the department, which investigation

20 amended to read:
22 Division of Licensing of the department a Division of

section 15. Paragraph (bl of subsection (2), paragraph

8

Section 493.18, Florida Statutes, is

Trust fund.--There is created within the

eHpenses-ee-earPy-eye-eke-pfey!siens-ef-�kis-ehapeefT

�it--fhe-¥neRe¥ffl�eFee-ea¼anee-in-ehe-er¥se-f¥ne-ae-eke

If the department denies, suspends, or revokes a

6 Class "F" or Class "G" license, the employment of such person

cs for CS for SB 340

301-874-80

indicates that the individual is a fit person to carry a
2l weapon or firearm;
22

(bl

The meeting of minimum training criteria for

23 weapons and firearms, not less than 8 �e-eMeeee-¼9 hours,

24 which shall be adopted pfemti¼!aeee by the department.
25
26

( 4)

(c)

The department may issue a 45-day temporary Class

17 •G• license which may be renewed�·

C

30
31

This temporary license

may be issued only if the applicant holds a valid Class "F•
license and after:
1. Completion of an investigation of the individual's
Florida police record by the department, which investigation
21
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indicates that the individual is a fit person to carry a
2 weapon or firearm; and
2.

The meeting of minirnum physical fitness criteria

Section 17.

4 and minimum training criteria for weapons and firearms, not

amended ta read:

s less than 8 ee-e»eeee-¼9 hours, which criteria shall be
(6)

The only firearms !¼rearm a Class •G" licensee may

fil

A standard police .38 caliber revolver with

10 standard ammunition, unless otherwise approved by the

11 department.
12

(b)

14

(7)

A shotgun, but only if the department determines

13 that extraordinary circumstances exist.
The

only

weapons

a

class •G• licensee may carry

15 are those specifically approved by the department.
section 16. section 493.26, Florida Statutes, is
16

17 amended to read:
18

493.26 Requirement of inventory by recoverer of

19 personal property.--If personal effects or other personal

20 property not covered reee¥eFee by a security agreement
21 eefteieieRa¼-sa¼es-a,ree■eRe-er-sy-a-el!aeee¼-mere,a,e are

Rules Pewers-aRe-eYeies of Department of StateL

6 applicability.--

8 carry .!!!!. is
9

493.41

5

6 adopted prema¼,aeee by the department.
7

Section 493.41, Florida Statutes, is

8 pewer7-}YFiseieeieft-aRe-ayeseriey-ee-¼ssae-aRa-Fe¥eke-¼ieeRses
9

ee-aeeeeeieR-ei-eeeepeieft-eHamiRersT

The department shall

10 saye-el!e-pewer7-iarisa¼eeieft-aRe-aael!er¼ey-ee adopt pre111Y¼!aee

11 rules necessary to administer this chapter.

However, no rule

12 shall be adopted that unreasonably restricts competition or
g the availability of detection of deception services in the
14 state or in

a

significant part of the state, or unnecessarily

,(": increases the cast of detection of deception services without

....

16 a corresponding or equivalent public benefit. afta-retJa¼ae¼efts

17 ier-ies-eWR-!e¥ePftmeRe-aRe-el!e-e»e•e¼se-ei-ies-pewer-sereYftaer

18 ier-ehe-eeReYee-ei-el!e-aas¼Ress-ef-pfaeeiee-ei-ae111ift¼seeF¼R!

�, eKaiaiRa6¼efts-ier-ese-pYFpese-ei-eeeeee¼fttJ-eFaes-ef-aeeepe¼eft
((
'
20 tlie-ee6ee6er-e»amiRaeieRst-Ree-ift-eefti¼iee-wieh-eke

22 contained in or on personal property at the time it is
23

recovered, a complete and accurate inventory shall be made of

24 such personal effects or other personal property.

The date

25 and time the inventory is made shall be indicated and it shall
26 be signed by the person or persons who recovered the personal

27

property an behalf of the secured party ¼e,a¼-eWRer-er

�

mere,a,ee.

The inventory shall be filed and maintained for 4

30

made available to representatives of the department upon

31

demand during normal business hours.

29 years in the permanent records of the licensee and shall be
Fa¼s¼i¼eaeieR-eF

22
CODING: Words in�� type are deletions from exi,ting law; words undeTlined are additions.

24 PYfp&ses-ei-eeeeee¼RtJ-eFaes-ef-eeeepeieR-w¼eseae-i¼fse

25 reee¼viR!-irem-ese-Bepafe111eRe-ei-Seaee-a-¼¼eeRse-as-preyieea
26 sere¼ftT
27

filt3t

This part is not applicable to a detection of

� deception examiner employed by a municipal, county, state or
(,· federal agency as long as his sole use of the instrument
30 described in s. 493.40(1) is in the performance of his
31 official duties.

23
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sect.ion 18.

Subsection (1) and paragraphs (kl and (ml

2 of subsection (2) of section 493.42, Florida Statutes, are

3 amended to read:
4

493.42 Application for license.-(!)

Every person administering detection of deception

6 e�aminations must qualify individually for a license under
7 this part and shall file with the department a written

8 application accompanied by a fee ef-�i5 to cover costs�
9 amount to be determined by rule. The fee shall not be

10 rebatable.
11

(2)

The written application shall be in accordance

12 with the following provisions, and the application shall be
13 signed and verified by the individual and shall contain the

14 following information:
(kl A statement of the intepnship experience of the
15

M signatory as required by s. 493.43(3) signed by the licensed

17 supervising examiner whieh-he-ee¼ieves-wew¼e-�Ya¼ify-aim-fef-a
19

(m)

such further facts as may be required by the

20 department to show that the person signing the application is

23

section 19.

25

493.43

Section 493.43, Florida Statutes, is

24 amended to read:

License requirements.--An applicant is

26 qualified to receive a license as a detection of deception

27 examiner if he:
28

(1)

29

(2)

Whe Is at least 18 years of age; and

Is of good moral character Wfte-eseae¼ishes-eaae-ae

30 is-a-pefS&R-ef-aeResey 7-efY&BfY¼ReSs7-iR&e!fi&y7-mefa¼
31 fi&Ress7-aRe-has-a-fepwea�ieR-fef-faif-aea¼iR!; and
24
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t3t--WRe-has-Ree-eeeR-eeRYieeee-ef-a-miseemeaRef

� iRve¼v¼R!-mefa¼-&Yfpiewee-ef-a-fe¼eRy-ef-has-Re&-ee�R-Pe¼easee
.
,e•-eiseaa•,ee-wReef-aRy-eehef-&RaR-R&RePae¼e-eeReie¼eRs-fPem
·4 aRy-ef-eae-apmee-fefees-ef-eae-YRieee-seaees�-aRe
filt4t

Wfte Has a bachelor's degree from a full 4-year

university or college recognized as such by the department.
7 This requirement may be waived for those persons who have a
a high school diploma and 5 years' experience as an investigator

9 or detective with a municipal, county, state or federal

10 agency; and
11
12

filt5t

WJ:te Has satisfactorily completed a formal

training course of at least 6 weeks' duration at an examiner's

13 school instructing in the use of an instrument as described in
s. 493.40(5), which school must be recognized and approved by

(�j(_;
16

the department; and

filt6t Wfte Has completed a period of a minimum of 1

17 year as licensed intern examiner under the supervision of a

18 licensed �Ya¼ifiee examiner in this state.
Section 20.

Section 493.435, Florida Statutes, is

20 created to read:

21

493. 435

22

(1)

Approval of schools.--

Each person, partner, or corporate officer who

� owns or directs the business of the polygraph school shall,
24 before departmental approval of such school, file with the
25 department a written application accompanied by an application
26 fee to cover costs in an amount to be determined by rule.

The

v fee shall not be rebatable.

C

30

(2)

The written application shall be in accordance

with the following provisions and the application shall be
signed and verified by the individual and shall contain the

31 following information:

25
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Full name and title of position;

493.47

(b)

The address of the prinicipal place in which

(1) •When the Department of State shall be satisfied

(c)

The name under which the business is to be

(d.)

A full set of fingerprints and a photograph of the

5 conducted;

6

a insurance peseiftf-a-lieeftseeis-eefte as provided for in s.

A statement of any or all arrests of the

10 signatory;

inform� s�eh applicant of its findings and that license

shall be issued upon the applicant's filing a certificate of

a submission of the application;
(e)

Issuance of license.--

' that the applicant meets the license requirements, it shall ei
(•
4 �he-§eee-ehaFaeeeF7-eempe*eRey-aRe-ifte&ffiey-ei-eae-applieafte

7 signatory taken within 2 years immediately preceding the

9

CS for CS for SB 340

(a)

3 business is to be conducte-d;
4

301-874-80

9 493.09.

Upon the filing pes*¼ft! of such certificate of

10 insurance lieeftseeis-eeftey the department shall issue and

11

(f)

Proof that the person holds a valid detection of

12 deception examiner's license;

such further facts relating to the facilities and

12 business applied for at the premises stated in the

13

(g)

13

14

curriculum of the proposed school as the department may

15 require; and
16

(h)

Such further facts as may be required by the

11 deliver to such applicant a license to conduct the type of

.. .

19

Section 21.

Section 493.44, Florida Statutes, is

20 amended to read:
21

493.44

Fees.--The department, by rule, shall establish

22 biennial fees for licenses which shall not exceed the

23 following flle-l¼eeRse-�ees-app¼ieaele-*e-*he-*we-*YPes-ei
24 lieeRses-pfe¥ieee-�fteeE-pafe-ii-ef-eh¼s-eaapeeF-afe-as

25 iellewe:
26
27

(1)

Detection of deception examiners--� $S9.

(2)

Detection of deception intern--!1!!, $¼9.

Section 22.
�
29 hereby repealed.
30

�

Section 23.

Section 493.46, Florida Statutes, is
subsection (1) of section 493.47, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:

'\

Section 24.

26

Subsection (1) of section 493.48, Florida

16 Statutes, is amended to read:
17

�

18

493.48
(l)

License, contents and posting.--

The license issued pursuant to part II of this

chapter shall be ief-a-pe•iee-ef-¼-yeaf-afte-shall-ee in such

20 form as may be determined by the Department of State, but
21 shall at least specify the applicant's name, the type and
22 number of the license, the address of the principal place of

23 business and the date on which it will expire.
24 shall be renewed biennially.

The license

The department may prorate

� license fees.
26
27

�

J

Section 25.

Section 493.51, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:
493.51

Disciplinary proceedings PeweF-ei-Bepa•emefte-ei

Sea*e-ee-eeRy7-s�speRe7-eF-Feveke-¼ieeRses.--The Department of

30 State may take the same disciplinary actions based eeftyy
31
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s�ek-lieeftse-skall-Ree-ee-*faftsfeFaeley-afte

14 shall-ee-•evekee-ef-eaReelee-eRly-ey-eke-eepafemefteT

17 department to show the person signing the application is of
18 good moral character.

application.

•ei�se-ee-fefteW-ef-may-s�speHa-er-may-fe¥eke-lieeRses-¼ssyee
27
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�R&eP-pa•�-ii-&i-ehis-ehap�e• upon the same grounds as set
2 forth in s. 493.14.
Section 26.

4
5
6

Subsection (3) of section 790.01, Florida

Statutes, is hereby repealed.
Section 27.

Notwithstanding the provisions of the

Regulatory Reform Act of 1976, as amended, chapter 493,
Florida Statutes, shall not stand repealed on July 1, 1980, as

8

scheduled by such act, but chapter 493, Florida Statutes, as

9

amended, is hereby revived and readopted.

10

section 28.

This act shall take effect July 1, 1980,

11

and if it does not become a law on or before July 1, 1980, it

12

shall operate retroactively to said date.

13
14

16
T7
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

V
28
29

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTIAL CHANGES CONTAINED IN
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE BILL CS/SB 340
The Committee Substitute for the Committee Substitute defines

"repossessor" and "intern"; however, these words are not used i�
chapter 493 as they are defined. The authority of the department
to adopt rules is limited to rules that do not unreasonably restrict
competition or unnecessarily increase costs. A person who has
been convicted of a felony, unless his civil rights have been re
stored, is subject to disciplinary proceedings. Restores the four
year bachelor degree or five year investigatory experience require
ment for licensing as a detection of deception examiner. Requires
the owner or operator of a polygraph school to be a licensed examiner
and authorizes the department to review the facilities and curriculum
of the schools. Requires detection of deception examiners file
with the department a certificate of insurance prior to receiving
a license.

The Committee Substitute for the Committee Substitute also deleted
the definition and license requirements related to "good moral
character". In addition, it reduced the Licensee's insurance
requirement from $250,000 per person and $500,000 per occurrence
to $100,000 and $300,000 respectively.

30
31
28
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Chapter 493, FS
Private Investigations
March 3, 1980

P RE L I M I N A R Y

DRAFT

(b) The identity, habits, conduct, movements, where
abouts, affiliations, associations, transactions, reputation
or character of any person, group of persons, associati9n,

organization, society, other group of persons or partnershtp
or corporation;

(c) The credibility of witnesses or other persons;
(d) The whereabouts of missing perS<>ns;

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
493.01

10

(1)

11

Definitions, part I.--As used in this act:

"Private investigative agency" means and includes

12 any person, firm, company, partnership or corporation, engaged
13

in the business of furnishing for hire private investigations.
(2)

14

"Watchman", "guard", or "patrol agency" means and

15

includes any person, firm, company, partnership or corporation

16

engaged in the business of furnishing for hire watchman,

17

guard or patrolman services.

18

(3)

who performs the servic�s of private investigation, or who

�

directly supervises others in the performance of such services.
(4)

investigation by a person or persons for the purpose of oh-

23

taining information with reference to any of the following

24

matters:
(a) Crime or wrongs done or threatened against the

u

United States or any state or territory of the United States,

27

when operating under express written authority of the govern

�

mental official responsible for authorizing such investi-

29

gations;

30

31

11

12
13
U

15

(f) The causes and origin of, or responsibility for
fires, or libels, or slanders, or losses, or accidents, or

damage, or injuries to real or personal property;
(g)

The affiliation, connection or relation of any

person, partnership or corporation with any union organization,
or association or with any official member represented
(h)

(i)
22
23
25
u
27

�

29
1

property;

With reference to any person seeking employment

place of any person who has quit work

"Private investigation" means and includes

22

25

10

"Private investigator" means and includes anyon"

19
21

(e) The location or recovery of lost or stolen

30

31

by reason of any

With reference to the conduct, honesty, effi

ciency, loyalty ·or activities of employees, agents, contrac
tors and subcontractors;

(j)

The business of securing evidence to be used

before investigating committees, boards of award, or arbitra
tion; or in the trial of civil or criminal cases and in the
preparation therefor;
(k) The conducting of studies or surveys to determine
methods and means of providing security for the person reques
ting the studies or surveys;
2

:.p

Service of court process for consideration by

493.25

persons other than employees of federal, state, county, or
municipal police agencies.
(5)

"Watchman",

11 guard",

this part, designated employees of the Division of Licensing

or "patrolman 11 means and

of the department shall have access to the information in

includes persons who directly supervise others who, or who

criminal justice information systems and to criminal justice

themselves, separately or collectively, guard persons or

intelligence information as defined in s. 943.07.

property or attempt to prevent theft or unlawful taking of

493.03

goods, wares and merchandise, or attempt to prevent the

11 valuable documents, papers and articles of value, or to procure
12

the return thereof, or who perform the services of such

13 watchman, guard or patrolman, or other persons for any of said

u purposes.
15

16

(6) "Repossessor" means any person, who for compensa-

tion, recovers motor vehicles, as defined in s. 320.27(b),

17 as a result of default in p�yment for such motor vehicle.
18

(7)

"Intern" means one who studies investigative or

19 repossession work on a trainee status under the personal
20 supervision and control of a
21
22
23

(8)

c(4ss "C" or 11E 11 licensee.

"Licensee" means and includes any person, firm,

company, partnership or corporation licensed under this chapter.
(9)

The personal pronoun "be" implies the impersonal

24 pronoun "it".

25

(10)

26

493.02

"Department" means the Department of State.
Authority to make rules.--The department is

n authorized to make such rules not inconsistent with law as may
� be necessary to carry out the duties and authority conferred

� upon the department by this chapter and as may be necessary to
30 protect the health, safety and welfare of the public.
31

3

Classes of licenses.--

(1) An y person, firm, company, partnership or

misappropriation or concealment of goods, wares or merchanJise,
10 money, bonds, stocks, choses in action, notes, or other

Access to criminal justice information.--In

order to carry out the duties of the department prescribed in

corporation, who engages in business as a private investigative
10 agency shall have a class "A 11 license.

(2)

11
12

Any person, firm, company, partnership or

corporation who engages in the business as a watchman, guard,

13 or patrol agency shall have a class "B" license.

(3)

Any person who performs the services of a private

ts investigator shall have

(4)

16

a class "C" license.

Any person who studies or performs private

17 investigative work as an intern under the supervision of a
18 class

19

1

1

C11

licensee shall have a class "CC" license.

(5)

Any person who performs the services of a

20 watchman, guard, or patrolman shall have a class "D" license.
21

(6)

Any person who performs the services of a

22 repossessor shall have a class "E11 license.

23
2'

(7) Any person who studies or performs repossession
as an intern under the supervision of a class "E" license shall

25 have a class 11EE" license.
26

(8)

Any licensee who carries or uses a firearm shall

27 have a class "G" license.

Class "CC" and 11EE11 licensees are

� not eligible for a "G" license.

n

(9) A class "A" or "B" license is valid for only one

location.

Each additional or branch officer of a class "A" or

"B" licensee shall have a class HGBB" license.

4

493.04
(1)

Application for license.--

4.

Each person, partner, or, in the case of corpora

years immediately preceding the submission of the application;

tions, each corporate officer, must qualify separately for a

5.

license under this part and shall file with the department a
written application accompanied by an

6.

application fee of

fee shall not be rebatable.

The

The written application shall be

(a)

11 shall
12

13

If the applicant is an individual, the application

be signed and verified by the individual.
(b)

If the applicant is a firm or partnership, a

10

11

10.

(c)

If the applicant is a corporation, a separate

11.

A full set of fingerprints and a photograph of the

19

thereof.

19

(d)

The application shall contain the following

21 information concerning the individual signing the same:
22
1. Full name and title of position held with
applicant;
2.

Age, date and place of birth;

3.

The present residence address and the residence

� addresses within the 5 years immediately preceding the sub
v mission of the application;
28

A statement of the experience of the signatory

16 tion for a license under this chapter.
17
18

12.

A statement of any or all arrests of the

signatory; and
13.

Such further facts as may be required by the

20 department to show that the person signing the application is
21 of good moral character.

22

(2)

An applicant for a "D" license may be employed

73 by an agency as an unarmed watchman, unarmed guard, or
24 unarmed patrolman before such application is approved.
25 "Unarmed" shall mean that no f.,,..,.,_

shall be carried or used

� during official duty, regardless of whether the applicant
27 has any other authority to carry a {,,,.,,,., . If the department
� denies, suspends or revokes a license after issuance, the
29 employment of such person shall be terminated immediately.

29
30
31

officers and directors, as the case may be;

15 which be believes would qualify him, his firm or his corpora-

including assistant secretaries or assistant treasurers)

24

The names and addresses of all partners or

12 signatory taken within 2 years immediately preceding the sub-

18

25

9.

future, such firm or partnership.

16

23

The name under which the business.is to be con

13 mission of the application;

17 application shall be signed and verified by each officer (not

20

The address of all branch offices within the state;

8.

separate application shall be signed and verified by each

1' individual composing or intending to compose, in the immediate
15

The address of the principal place in which the

7.
ducted;

in accordance with the following provisions:
10

A statement that he is 18 years of age or older;

business is to be conducted;

$25, to cover costs, except that an applicant for a Class "G"
license shall not be required to pay the application fee.

Occupations held presently and within the 5

5

30 Each person, firm, company, partnership, or corporation shall,
31

6

upon the employment or termination of employment of a

(4)

application for a class "C" license

nation immediately to the department.

experience and/or training in one or a combination of more

493.05

than one of the

License requirements.--

(1)

Each individual licensed by the department shall:

(a)

Be at least 18 years of age.

(2)(a)

means a personal history of honesty, fairness, and respect
11 nation.
13

14
15

The department may refuse to license an applicant
There is a substantial connection between the lack

of good moral character of the applicant and the business for

16 which the license is sought.
17
18
19

2.

The findings by the department of lack of good

moral character is supported by clear and convincing evidence.
(c)When the applicant is found to be unqualified for

21 department shall furnish the applicant a statement containing
22 the findings of the department, a complete record of the

23 evidence upon which the determination was based, and a notice
24 of the rights of the applicant to a rehearing and appeal.
(3)

Each agency or branch office must designate a

� minimum of one person to act as manager, actively directing the
'll activities of the Class C, D, and E employees.
� persons designated as

manager

The person or

shall have at least 3 years•

n experience performing the type of service permitted under the
30 agency license applied for or the equivalent.
31

7

college course work and seminars related to
work as a class "CC" licensed intern; except

that no more than 2 years from (b) may be used to fullfil
10 this requirement.

11

(5)

In addition to any other requirements,

12 an applicant for a class "E" license must have one year of
1.4

class "EE" repossessor intern, or a combination of one year

15

of work experience and internship.

16

20 a license because of a lack of good moral character, the

25

private investigative work;

(b)

13 work experience performing repossessing, one year as a

for failure to satisfy this requirement only if:
1.

following:

(a)

(c)

Good moral character as used in this chapter

10 for the rights of others and for the laws of this state and

(b)

must have 3 years of

private investigation;

(b) Be of good moral character.

12

In addition to the above requirements, an

watchman, guard, or patrolman, report such employment or termi

17
18
19

(6)
(a)

meet minimum training criteria for firearms,

not less than B hours, which shall be adopted by rule by the

20 department;
21

In addition to any other requirements, an applican

for a class "G" license must:

(b)

and
show evidence of fitness to carry a firearm after

22 thorough background investigation of the individual's police

23 record and general character made by the department.
24

493.06

Notification to Department of State of new

25 partner or corporate officer.--After filing the application,
� unless the department declines to issue the license,or revokes
27 it after issuance, all private investigative agencies, and all
� watchman, guard or patrolmen agencies, shall notify the

n

department within 10 days of the removal, replacement or

30 addition of any or all partners and officers of the corporate
3l agency, and upon receipt of application forms from the
B

department, shall cause the same to be completed by the new

revoked, the license fee shall not be returned to the licensee.

partner or officer and the same shall be filed with the

The holders of all types of licenses may furnish only the ser

department and an application fee paid, The agency's good

vices described under the definition for that type of license

standing under this part shall be contingent upon the

contained in s. 493.01.

department's approval of any such new partner or officer.
493.07
(1)

493.08

Fees.--

The department, by rule, shall establish

(1)

biennial fees which shall not exceed the following:
10 $300,

(a)
(b)

11

Class "A" license.
Class "B" license.

12 man agency - $300.

(c)

13

Class "C" license.

(d) Class "D" license.

Private investigator - $50.
Watchman, guard or

15 patrolman - $30.

make indiviudal investigations of applicants for all licenses.

10 The investigations shall include:
11

Class "E" license.

17

(f)

Class "GBB" license.

18

(g)

Class "G" license.

Repossessor - $50.
Branch office - $75.
Statewide gun permit - $75.

(a)

A thorough background investigation of the

12 individual's good moral character.
13

(b)

An examination of fingerprint records and police

(c)

Such other investigation of individuals as the

(2)

In the case of class "G" license applicants, the

14 records.
15

(e)

16

Except as provided for in (3), prior to the

issuance of licenses under this part, the department shall

Private investigative agency Watchman, guard or patrol-

Investigation of applicants by Department of

State.--

16 department may deem necessary.
17
18

19 Issuance of this permit shall not authorize the possession of

department shall make an investigation of the general mental

19

� a concealed weapon.

� firearm in addition to such investigations required by s.

and physical fitness of the applicant to carry a weapon or

(2)

21

22
23

f o,..

1-'/a...t.

Replacement of a class "D" or class 11G" laminated

wA,t� s �.,, •• ..,. u,�,J $ J.f'.

(3)

The fees set forth in this section shall be paid

� by certified check or money order or, at the discretion of

27 the department, by company check at the time the license is

28 issued, except that the applicant for a class "D" or class "G"
29 license shall pay the license fee at the time the application
30 is made. Once a license is issued, if it is subsequently
31

21 493.07(1).

22

24 card

25

The department, by rule, may establish lJ f<e

9

(3) In the case of class "D" license applicants, the
23 department shall make an examination of fingerprint records
24 and police records, and such additional investigations as it
25 shall deem necessary.

�

493.09 Licensee's insurance.--No agency license shall
27 be issued unless the applicant files with the department a
28 certificate of insurance evidencing comprehensive general
29 liability coverage for death, bodily injury, and personal in30 jury. Coverage shall also include false arrest, detention
31

or imprisonment, malicious prosecution, libel, slander,

(b) No license shall be valid to protect any business

defamation of character, and violation of the right of privacy

transacted at any place other than that designated in the

in the amount of $100,bOO per person and $300,000 per

license unless consent'is first obtained from the department.

occurrence and property damage in the amount of $100,000 per
occurrence.

(c)

The certificate shall provide that the insurance

shall not be modified or canceled unless 30 days' prior
written notice is given to the department.
d,lftnt'f

that specified in said license.

Coverage shall

11

493.10

License; contents; posting; identification

(1) All licenses issued pursuant to this part shall be

12 in a form prescribed by the department.
13

The license shall

specify the name under which the applicant is to operate, the

U address of the principal place of business, the expiration

15 date, the full names and titles of the persons who submitted
16

application forms, the number of the license, and any other

17 information the department deems necessary.

All licenses,

18 except for "CC" and "EE", issued by the department shall be
19 renewed biennially.

The department shall determine by rule

20 the expiration date of each class of license.

21 may pro--rate license fees.

The department

22

(2) The agency license shall at all times be posted
23 in a conspicuous place in the principal place of business of
24 the licensee in this state.
25
(3)(a) The department shall upon application and
� payment of fee issue a separate license for each branch office
V mentioned in the application.

Said license shall be in a form

28 designed by the department hut it shall at least specify the

� name under which the licensee operates, its license number
30 and the address of the location to which the license applies.
31

11

A license issued under this

part shall not be assignable, and no licensee s6all conduct a

include allVemployees licensed by this department.
10 card.--

Such license shall not be valid to protect any

licensee who engages in the business under any name other than

business under a fictitious name unless and until it has
obtained the written authorization of the department to do so.
10 The department shall not authorize the use of a fictitious name

11 which is so similar to that of a public officer or agency, or
12 of that used by another licensee, that the public may be
13

confused or misled thereby.

The authorization for the use

U of a fictitious name shall require as a condition precedent
15 to the use of such name the filing of a certificate of doing
16

buisness under a fictitious name under s. 865.09. ·No licensee
17 shall be permitted to conduct business under more than one
18 name except as licensed. A licensee desiring to change its
19 licensed name at any time except upon renewal of license

20 shall notify the department and pay a fee not to exceed $30
21 for each authorized change of name; and upon returning the
22 license to the department, the newly authorized name shall then

n be entered upon the license and same returned to the licensee.
2,
(4) It shall be the duty of every agency licensee to
25 furnish all of its people, partners, corporate officers, and
� managers as the case may be, and all licensed employees an
27 identification card. Such card shall be in a form and design
28 as may be approved by the Department of State, but shall
� specify at least the name of the holder of the card, the name
30 and number of the licensee, and be signed by a representative
31

12

of the licensee and by the holder of the card.

Such card shall

(e)

be in the possession of each person, partner, corporate officer

manager, or employee while on duty.

Upon suspension or

exclusively the furnishing of information as to the business

revocation of a license, it shall be the duty of each person,
partner, corporate officer, manager, or employee to return the
card to his employer.
(5)

and financial standing, and credit responsibility of persons,
5 firms, or corporations, or as to the personal habits and finan

cial responsibility of applicants for insurance, indemnity bond

Each person to whom a license and card have been

or coll!llercial credit.

issued shall be responsible for the safekeeping of same and

(f)

shall not loan, or let or allow any other person to use or
10 display, said license or card.

11

12
13

493.11

Inapplicability of part I of this chapter.-

(1)

This part shall not apply:

(a)

To any detective or officer, belonging to the

U agencies of the United States or this state, or any county
15

or municipality of this state, while any such officer is

16 engaged in the performance of his official duties or when

17 performing activities approved by bis superiors.
18

(b)

To special police officers appointed by the

19 state or by the police department of any city or county within
� the state while any such officer is engaged in the performance
21 of bis official duties or when performing activities approved
22 by bis superiors.
23

24 as such.

25

(c)

To insurance investigators or adjusters licensed

(d)

To any person employed as an unarmed special

� agent, detective, or private investigator exclusively in

27 connection with the affairs of that employer or to an unarmed

X watchman, guard, or patrolman employed exclusively to do work
29 on the premises, and in connection with the affairs, of that
30 employer, when there exists an employer-employee relationship.
31
13

To any person, firm, company, partnership,

corporation, or any bureau or agency whose business is

To any corporation duly authorized by the state

to operate a central burglar or fire alarm protection business.
10

(g)

To attorneys or counselors at law in the regular

11 practice of their profession, but such exemption shall not

12 inure to the benefit of any employee or representative of such

13 attorney or counselor at law who is not employed solely,
U

15
16

exclusively and regularly by such attorney or counselor at law.
(b)

To any state or national bank or bank holding

company,credit union, or small loan company under chapters

1 7 516, 519, and 520; consumer credit reporting agency regulated
under 15 U.S. C. ss. 1681 et seq. ; or collection agency and to
19 any permanent employer thereof.
18

�

21

493.12

Renewal of license.--

(1) A license graated under the provisions of this
22 part may be renewed by the department.

23

(2) No less than 90 days prior to the expiration date
24 of the license, the department shall mail to each licensee a
25 written notice of the expiration and a renewal form prescribed

� by the department.
27

(3)

A licensee shall renew his license prior to ex-

X piration by filing with the department, at least 45 days
29 prior to expiration, the renewal form accompanied by:
30

31

14

(a)

Payment of the fee prescribed in s. 493.06,

thereupon send to the licensee a certificate of registration

except that the class "G" renewal fee shall not exceed $45.
(b)

of each changed location.

Proof of the comprehensive general liability

designed by the Department of State, but it shall at least

insnrance coverage required in s. 493.09, when applicable.
(4)

specify the name under which the licensee operates, its license

A licensee who fails to file a renewal application

number and the address of the location to which the certificate

at least 45 days prior to expiration may renew his license by

of registration applies. The bolder of a class "D" or class

fulfilling the requirements of paragraphs s. 493.12(3)(a), (b),

"G" license shall not be required to pay the $:ro fee for each

and paying a late fee equal to the amount of the license fee.
(5)

11 tion and respective fees.

Such applicant may be subject to

12 a background investigation.
13
14

(6)

corporation shall carry on any business regulated by this part

19 and fulfill such other health and training requirements which

20 the department shall adopt by rule.
493.13

(1)

The following acts constitute grounds for which

11 disciplinary actions in subsection (2) may be taken:
(a)

Fraud or willful misrepresentation in application

13 for or in obtaining a license;

u
16

Before a class "G" license is renewed, the

18 licensee shall complete not less than 6 hours of range training

21

10

Disciplinary proceedings.--

(b)

Use of any fictitious or assumed name by a

15 licensee unless he has department approval and qualifies under

16 expiration and the date of renewal of a license.

(7)

493.14

12

No person, firm, company, partnership, or

15 during any period which may exist between the date of

17

change of location.

No license shall be renewed 6 months or more after

10 the expiration date unless the applicant submits a new applica-

Said certificate shall be in a form

Change of location of licensee. --In the

17

the Fictitious Name Statute;
(c)

If the licensee has, regardless of adjudication,

18 been found guilty

of the conmission of a crime which

19 directly relates to the business for which the license is
20 held;
21

(d)

A false statement by the licensee that any person

(e)

If the licensee or any of his or its employees is

(f)

Upon proof that the licensee is guilty of fraud or

22 event the licensee desires to change the location of any place

22 is or has been in his employ;

2, Department of State, he shall notify the department.

2• found guilty of willful betrayal of a professional secret;

23 of business indicated in his application on file with the
25 Department of State shall send to him suitable

The

forms designed

� by the Department of State, the purpose of which shall be to
V record in the office of the department the fact that there has

28 been a change by way of substitution of the licensee's place or
29 places of business. Upon completion of such form the licensee
30 shall return it to the Department of State, together with a
31

fee of $10 for each changed location.
15

The department shall

23

25

� deceit, or of negligence, incompetency, or misconduct, in
V the practice of bis business for which the license is held;

28

(g) If the person conducts business without a license,
29 or with a revoked or suspended license;
30
31

16

(b)

Failure to maintain in full force and effect the

(3)

comprehensive general liability insurance coverage, if required

as referred to in s. 493.09;
(i)

suspended.

Impersonated, permitted, or aided and abetted

(4)

an employee to impersonate, a law enforcement officer or any

relating to the conduct of the trade or profession.

subdivision thereof;

493.15

Committed assault, battery, or kidnapping; or

11

(k)

Knowingly violated or advised, encouraged ur

l2 assisted the violation of any court order or injunction in the

13 course of business as a licensee;
(1)

15

Acted as a runner or a capper for any attorney;

(m)

Falsified or altered an inventory of recovered

17

(n)

Transferred or attempt to transfer a license;

16 personal property as required by s. 493.2'1;

18

(o) Failure or refusal to cooperate with the depart19 ment • s investigation of a violation of this part;
20
(p) Violation of any provision of this chapter.
21
(2) When the department finds any violation of
22 subsection (1), it may impose one or more of the following
2 3 penal ties:
24

25

26

27
28

(a)

(b)

Revoke or suspend a license.

(c)

Impose an administrative fine not to exceed

$1,000 for every count or separate offense.

29

30

Deny an application for licensure.

(d)

Issue a reprimand.

(e)

Place the licensee on probation for a period of

time and subject to such conditions as the department may

31 specify.

17

Cancellation of license.--In the event

the licensee desires to cancel the license, be shall notify the

used force or violence on any person except in self-defense or

10 in the defense of a client;

The Department of State shall bold as

confidential any information of a personal nature or that

employee of this state, United States, or any political
(j)

Upon revocation or suspension of license, the

licensee shall forthwith return the license which was

Department of State and the department shall supply him with

10 proper forms as designed by the Department of State to

11 effectuate the cancellation of said license.

Upon cancellation

12 of said license, the licensee shall forthwith return to the

13 Department of State the license so canceled.
493.16

Trust fund.--Tbere is created within the

15 Division of Licensing of the department a Division of

16 Licensing Trust Fund. All moneys required to be paid under
17 this chapter shall be collected by the department and deposited
18 in the trust fund. The Legislature shall appropriate from
19 such fund such amounts as it deems necessary for the purpose
20 of administering the provisions of this chapter. The un21 encumbered balance in the trust fund at the beginning of the
22

year shall not exceed $100,000 and any excess will be
23 transferred to the General Revenue Fund.
93.17

Divulging information; prohibited; false

25 reports; penalty.--No licensee or any employee of such
26 licensee shall divulge to any person, except as otherwise
V provided by law, other than to his principal or bis employer
28 any information acquired as a result of any investigation,
29 surveillance, or other employment performed by such licensee

30 or employee. Provided, however, that the provisions of this
31 section shall not apply to any employer who is also the holder
18

of a license issued pursuant to this part who has the written

(3)

consent of the client or principal to divulge any information
falling within the terms of this section, and further provided,

in effect only during the period the applicant is employed as a

that the provisions of this section will not apply to t he

guard.

taking of testimony or the receiving of evidence in any

termination of employment, at which time the department shall

any employee who shall willfully make a false report to bis

revoke said permit,

employer concerning bis employment or work shall be guilty of a

(4)

misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in

11

493.18 Exclusion of tax.--Payment of the license

12 fee provided for hereunder authorizes the licensee to practice
13 his profession anywhere in Florida without obtaining any
14

additional license, permit, registration, or identification

15

card, except as required by s. 493,19, any municipal or

16

county ordinance or resolution to the contrary notwithstanding,

17 However, Class "A" and "B" licensees shall be required to ob-

18 tain a city and county occupational license in each city and

It shall be the responsibility of the employer

immediately to notify the Department of State of the employee's

judicial proceeding. Any person violating this section or

10 s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

Nothing in this act shall abrogate the provisions

of paragraph 790.25(3)(n). The statewide permit shall remain

10

The department may issue a temporary

class "G"

license which may be renewed,
(5)

A licensee who bas been issued a class "G" state-

11 wide permit pursuant to this section is exempt from the require
12 ments of ss. 790.05 and 790.06 while carrying out the duties he

13 is licensed to perform under this act, provided be does not
14 carry a concealed weapon or firearm.
15
16

(6)

The only firearm a class "G" licensee may carry is

a standard police .38 caliber revolver with standard ammunition

17 unless otherwise approved by the department.
18

(7) The department may, by rule, establish standards

19 county where the licensee maintains a physical office.

19 and issue certificates to licensees for weapons other than

11

21

20

22

493.19 Weapons and firearms.-(1)

The provisions of this section shall apply to all

22

(2)

No employee shall cary or be furnished a weapon

24 of this part and is a misdemeanor of the f:l,rst degree, punish2 5 able as provided in s. 775. 082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. In

23 licensees in addition to any other requirements of this part.
25 or firearm unless required by his duties; nor shall an

� employee carry such weapon or firearm except in connection
'11 with said duties. The weapon or firearm shall be encased in
n view at all times when carried pursuant to this subsection,
� unless the employee complies with ss. 790.05 and 790.06 as they
30 per�ain to concealed weapons or firearms,
�

20 firearms.

19

23

493.20 Violations and penalties.-(1)

Each of the following acts constitutes a violation

� addition, any person violating any of the following acts are

'11

n

also subject to discipline under s. 493,14:
(a) Acting or attempting to act as a private investi-

29 gator, repossessor, watchman, guard or patrolman without a

30 valid license under this Part, unless exempted from licensure.

�

w

(b)

papers it deems necessary and administer oaths and take

Engaging or attempting to engage in business

depositions of any such person so subpoenaed.

as a private investigative agency, watchman, guard, or patrol
0

agency, or as a branch office of the above without a valid
license under this Part, unless exempted from licensure.
(c)

Making any willfully false oath or affirmation

or to answer any legal'or pertinent question as to his qualifi' cations or the business methods or business practices of such
person under investigation shall be grounds for revocation

whenever an oath or affirmation is required by this Part.
(d)
(2)

of license, or refusal to issue such license, as the case may

be.

Knowingly concealing any information relative to

violations of this Part.
Any person who violates any provisions of this

10 part shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree,
11

12 775.083 or s. 775.084.
13

493.21

14

(1)

punishable as provided in s. 775.082,

Failure or

refusal of any person duly subpoenaed to be examined

The testimony of witnesses in any such proceeding shall be

under oath before the department or its agent, and wi�lful
9 false swearing in such proceedings shall he punishable as
10 perjury.
11

493.22

Department of Legal Affairs; enforcement.--

12 The Department of Legal Affairs shall be attorney for the

Enforcement of Part I; investigation.--

The department shall have the power to enforce the

15 provisions of this part irrespective of the place or location

13 Department of State in the enforcement of this part and shall
14 conduct any investigations incident to its legal responsibility
493.23

Acts prohibited by class "E"and "EE" licenses. -

16 in which said violation occurred and upon complaint of any per-

16

18 violation thereof or to cause to be investigated the business
19 and business methods of any licensee, applicant or employee
20 thereof.

18 part, are also prohibited from:

17 son or on its own initiative to cause to be investigated any

21

(2) In any such investigation caused to be made
22 by the department each such licensee, applicant or employee
23 thereof shall be obliged to submit information as to his
2' business practices or methods. For purposes of enforcing
25 the provisions of this part and in making investigations

� relating to any violation thereof, for the purposes of investi
V gating the character, competence or integrity of any such

� applicant, licensee or employee thereof, and for purposes of

� investigating practices and business methods thereof, the
30 department shall have the power to subpoena and bring before it
31 any person in the state and may require the production of any
21

Repossessor licensees and repossessor interns ( class

11

E 11 and

17 "EE" licenses), in addition to any other provisions of this

19

(1)

RECOVERING VEHICLES SOLD UNDER CONDITIONAL SALES

20 AGREEMENT OR CHATTEL MORTGAGE WITHOUT AUTHORIZATION. Recovering
n personal property including personal property registered under
22 the motor vehicle code, which has been sold under a

23 conditional sales agreement or under the terms of a chattel
2' mortgage before authorization has been received from the legal

2S owner of such property or from the mortgagee when such personal
M property is subject to the terms of a chattel mortgage.
V

(2)

SOLICITING RECOVERY OF A VEHICLE OR OTHER PERSONAL

� PROPERTY AFTER IT HAS BEEN LOCATED.

Soliciting from the legal

� owner the recovery of specific personal property after such
30 property has been seen or located on public or private property
31
22

(3)

CHARGING UNINCURRED EXPENSES.

Charging for

(1)

expenses not actually incurred in connection with the recovery,
transportation and storage of personal property.
(4)

USING PROPERTY FOR PERSONAL BENEFIT.

Using

personal property which has been recovered for the personal

any municipal, county,'state, or federal government or any
4 agency thereof, nor shall a licensee wear any badge or uniform
capable of being associated with or confused with the badge or

benefit of a licensee or officer, director, partner, manager

uniform of any governmental law enforcement organization in the

or employee of a licensee.

(5)
10

Selling personal property recovered under the

provisions of this part while acting as a repossessor or

11 finance adjuster except at public auction or with written
12 authorization from the legal owner or the mortgagee thereof.
13

(6)

NOTIFICATION TO POLICE OR SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT.

u

Failure to notify police or sheriff's department of the

15

jurisdiction in which the personal property is recovered within

16 24 hours.
17

493.24

Requirement of inventory by recoverer of

18 personal property.--If personal effects or other personal
19

operating area of the licensee.

SALE OTHER THAN AT PUBLIC AUCTION OR UNDER WRI'ITEN

AUTHORIZATION.

property not recovered by a conditional sales agreement or by

(2)
10

12 patches, automobiles, decals, or advertisements.
13
(3) The provisions of this section shall not apply to
14 any full-time police officer, full-time deputy sheriff, part-

time police officer, part-time deputy sheriff, auxiliary police
16 officer, or auxiliary deputy sheriff who is duly certified by

15

17 the Police Standards and Training Commission when he is perl8 forming duties approved by his superiors.
19

22 shall be made of such personal effects or other personal

22

25 recovered the personal property on behalf of the legal owner or
26 mortgagee.

The inventory shall be filed in the permanent

21
23
24

25
26

V records of the licensee and shall be made available to repre-

27

28 sentatives of the department upon demand during normal business
29 hours. Falsification or alteration of an inventory shall be
30 grounds for suspension or revocation of license.

30

31

493.25 Association with government not to be implied.-23

thereof, of the state or of any political subdivision of the

11 state is specifically prohibited on badges, cap shields,

20

23 property. Tbe date and time the inventory is made shall be
24 indicated and it shall be signed by the person or persons who

Use of the words "police," "sheriff," or "deputy

9 sheriff" and the use of the official seal, or any facsimile

20 a chattel mortgage are contained in or on personal property

21 at the time it is recovered, a complete and accurate inventory

No licensee shall use any designation or trade

name which implies or gives an impression he is associated with

28
29

31
24
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By Representative Patterson
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to private investigative
agencies; repealing s. 493.01(6) (1), Florida
Statutes, and amending s. 493.01(6) (e) and (7),
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Florida Statutes, redefining the terms "private
investigation" and "watchman," "guard," or
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"patrolman"; amending s. 493.02(1), Florida
Statutes, relating to the powers of the
Department of State; amending s. 493.03,
Florida Statutes, requiring persons who
actually direct businesses which are required

� _a 12

to be licensed under the private investigator's

u .,, 13

license law to be licensed and on the premises
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during business hours; repealing s. 493.04 (3),
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"' 0,

.!: � 21
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5.1! 22

Florida Statutes, and amending s. 493.04(1),
Florida Statutes, relating to private
investigative license law requirements;
amending s. 493.05, Florida Statutes, relating
to the requirement of notification to the
department of new partners or corporate
officers; amending s. 493.06(1), Florida
Statutes, increasing license fees to reflect
the fact that licenses shall be issued for 2-

24

year periods instead of 1-year periods;

25

amending s. 493.08 (1), Florida Statutes,

26

authorizing the use of a $5,000 cashier's check

27

in lieu of a bond for licensing purposes;

28

amending s. 493.09 (2), Florida statutes,

�

changing the "E" designation license to a "GBB"

30

designation; amending s. 493.091, Florida

31

Statutes, requiring managers to be on the
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2.
2

The meeting of minimum physical fitness criteria

and minimum training criteria for weapons and firearms, not to 24.10
exceed 10 hours, which criteria shall be promulgated by the

4

The department shall revoke the temporary Class

6 "G" license or certificate if it finds that the individual has
a police record in another state or is otherwise unfit to

24.11

25.1

l:lus
fefseRa!-pfepeEey-wh¼eh-has-eeeR-feeevefee-fef-ehe-pefseRa!

24.11/2
8

A licensee who has been issued a Class "G"

24.11/4

exempt from the requirements of ss. 790.05 and 790.06 while

24.11/6

12

24 .11/7

12

13

act, provided he does not carry a concealed weapon or firearm.

24 .11/9

13

24.11/9

14

16

19
20

Section 15.

Section 493.25, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:
493.25

11

15

Acts prohibited by finance adjuster.--
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18
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19
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20
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22
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25
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25.9

�
n

AB�HGRfBA�fGN.--Sell ing personal property recovered under the

provisions of this part while acting as a-fepessessef-ef

finance adjuster except at public auction or with written

authorization from the legal owner or the mortgagee thereof is

prohibited.
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Section 16.
hereby repealed.
Section 17.
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25.13

30
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consisting of ss. 493.70, 493.71, 493.72, 493.73, 493.74,

26.1
26.l
26.�

493.89, 493.90, 493.91, 493.92, 493.93, 493.94, and 493.95, is 26.l
created to read:
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underlined ore additions.

25. 2}

Part III of chapter 493, Florida Statutes,

31

31

25. 2}

26.1

� 493.82, 493.83, 493.84, 493.85, 493.86, 493.87, 493.88,

a

25.lJ,

Section 493.231, Florida Statutes, is

U 493.75, 493.76, 493.77, 493.78, 493.79, 493.80, 493.81,

25.10

1 :el!J,

25.2

statewide permit or certificate pursuant to this section is
carrying out the duties he is licensed to perform under this

15

eeRei¼e-ef-a-!¼eeRsee-ef-eff¼eeE 7 -atfeel:ef 7 -pafl:Ref,-ffiaRa�ef

9 ef-emp!eyee-ef-a-!¼eeRsee.

11

14

25.1

24.11

carry a weapon or firearm.
(5)

10

2 ff¼Yaee-f!fefH!fl:y.

25.1

department.
( d)

8
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P ART III

493.70
(l)

REPOSSESSORS

Definitions.--As used in this part:

"Repossessor" means any person who attempts to

5 collect or collects consumer claims owed or alleged to be owed
to another person, and/or solicits consumer claims for
collection.
(2)

"Licensee" means a repossessor agency license,

9 repossessor branch office license, and/or their licensed

10 repossessor agents.
11

12

(3)

(4)

"Department" means the Department of State.

"Claim" or "consumer claim" means any obligation

effects or other
13 for the paymenhr return of personal
by a conditional sales
14 personal property not recovered
15
16
17
18
19
20

agreement, or arising out of a transaction wherein credit has
been extended to a natural person. The term includes an

obligation of a natural person who is a comaker, endorser,

guarantor or surety as well as the natural person to whom such

credit was originally extended.
(5)

"Debtor" or "consumer" means any natural person

(6)

"Creditor" means any person to whom a consumer

21

who owes, or who is alleged to owe, a consumer claim.

23

claim is owed, due, or alleged to be owed or due.

22
24

25
�

26.1/7

reasonable period, or to assess a civil penalty against the

such applicants a license or to suspend a license for a

licensee in an amount not to exceed $1,000 per violation. The

department shall have the power, jurisdiction and authority to
16

words underlined ore additions.
COOING: Words in� � type are deletions from existing law;

conflict with the Constitution and laws of the
United States
5 or of this state and may amend same as provided in chapte
r
1 20.

26.1/8

26.1/9

(2)

No person, firm, company, partnership or
8 corporation shall furnish repossession services, nor shall
he
9 advertise, solicit nor in any way promise nor inform
anyone

26.1/9

26.1/10
26. 1/11

26.1/1 2
26.1/1 3
26.1/L�
_ '

10
11

12

26.1/1 6

15
16

18

26 .1/17

19

26.1/1 8

21

26.1/17
26.1/19

20

22
23

26.1/20

26.1/2 2
26.1/2.:

26.1/25

that he will perform such services without receiv
ing from the
Department of State a license as provided herein.
(3)

In order to carry out the duties of the department
13 prescribed in this part, designated employees
of the Division
14 of Licensing of the department shall have
access to the

17

26.1/21

The department is hereby vested with the power,

promul gate rules and for its own operation and
in the exercise
2 of its powers hereunder, for the conduct of the busine
ss of
repossessor agencies, branch offices, and/or
agents, not in

e

jurisdiction and authority to issue and revoke licenses to

(1)

�

31

26.1/7

26.1/20

repossessor agencies, branch offices, and/or agents, to deny

30

26.1/6

Powers and duties of Department of State.--

493.71

V

28

26.1/6

24

25

26

27

28
29
30

information in criminal justice information system
s and to
criminal justice intelligence information, as
defined in
s. 943.07.
493.7 2

Application for license.--Each person, partner,
or, in the case of corporations, each corporate
officer, must

qualify separately for a license under this part
and shall
file with the department a written application
accompanied by
a fee of $25 to cover costs. The fee shall not be rebatab
le.

Written applications shall be in accordance with
the following
provisions:
(1)

If the applicant is an individual, the application
shall be signed and verified by the individual.

If the applicant is a firm or partnership, a
separate application shall be signed and verified by
each
(2)

individ ual composing or intending to compose, in the
immediate
future, such firm or partnership.

31

17
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(2)

Upon the authorization of the Department of State

the business may be carried on for a further period of time

27.13/86

a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in

27.13/87

2 s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

3 when necessary to complete any repossession or contract, or

4 provided for hereunder authorizes the licensee to practice his

Nothing in this section shall be construed to

27.13/88

5 profession anywhere in Florida without obtaining any

restrict the sale of a business licensed pursuant to this

27.13/89

6

part; provided, however, the purchaser of the business

27.13/90

(3)

8

Trust fund.--All funds derived from renewal of

27.13/91

10

repossessor agency's, branch offices', and/ or agent's license

27.13/92

ll

fees pajd under. this part shall be deposited into a trust fund

493.87

12

to be known as the Division of Licensing Trust Fund, to be

27.13/94

13

used by the Division of Licensing of the department to employ

27.13/95

14

personnel and pay expenses to carry out the provisions of this

15

part.
493.88

Divulging information; prohibited; false

contrary notwithstanding.
493.90

Violation; penalty.--Any person who violates

10

any provisions of this part shall be guilty of a misdemeanor

11

of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s.

12

775.083, or s. 775.084.

13
14

493.91
(1)

Enforcement of part III; investigation.--

The department shall have the power to enforce the

27.13
»27.13 _}

15

provisions of this part irrespective of the place or location

M

in which said violation occurred and upon complaint of any

27.13/98

17

person or on its own initiative to cause to be investigated

18

any violation thereof or to cause to be investigated the

19

business and business methods of any licensee, applicant or

W

employee thereof.

21

(2)

17

reports; penalty.--No licensee or any employee of such

18

licensee shall divulge to any person, except as otherwise

19

provided by law, other than to his principal or his employer

27.13/99

any information acquired as a result of any investigation,

27.13/100

w

additional license, permit, registration, or identification
card, any municipal or county ordinance or resolution to the

8 qualifies for a license under the provisions of this part.

16

Exclusion of tax.--Payment of the license fee

27.13/93

assist in any litigation pending at the death of the decedent.
6

493.89

21

surveillance, or other employment performed by such licensee

22

or employee.

23

section shall not apply to any employer who is also the holder

24

of a license issued pursuant to this part who has the written

25

consent of the client or principal to divulge any information

�

falling within the terms of this section, and further

27

provided, that the provisions of this section will not apply

27.13/105

27

28

to the taking of testimony or the receiving of evidence in any

27.13

the character, competence or integrity of any such applicant,
licensee or employee thereof, and for purposes of

N

judicial proceeding.

Any person violating this section or any

27.13

�
N

30

employee who shall willfully make a false report to his

investigating practices and business methods thereof, the

31

employer concerning his employment or work shall be guilty of

Provided, however, that the provisions of this

30
CODING: Word 5 in� t-lw� type ore deletions from existing law; words underlined ore additions.

27.13/101
27.13/102
27.13/103

22

department each such licensee, applicant or employee thereof

23

shall be obliged to submit information as to his business

24

practices or methods.

25
26

30

27.13/108

In any such investigation caused to be made by the

31

For purposes of enforcing the

provisions of this part and in making investigations relating
to any violation thereof, for the purposes of investigating

department shall have the power to subpoena and bring before
it any person in the state and may require the production of
31
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licensee; changing and expanding upon the

A bill to be entitled

grounds for disciplinary action; specifying

An act relating to Ji:,-,estigative agencies and

deception detector�reating part I of chapter
493,

Florida

Stat1 0:s,
rt3

-

disciplinary actions; creating a trust fund and

/�

1.5/2

relating to the carrying on of a business if

1.5/3

the licensee dies; abolishing the Private

1.5/4

changing the classes of licensees which must

agencies; provi�g for rules; providing access
by the Departm..:i:' of State to criminal justice

Investigative Agency Licensing Trust Fund;

11

providing resfr5"tions upon certain classes;
altering licensing requirements, requiring

1.S/5

10

provisions authorizing the issuance of

1.5/5

11

statewide permit to certain licensees to carry

12

a firearm or weapon; changing provisions

13

relating to the possession of firearms and

14

weapons by licensees; abolishing_, ,the

1.5/8

ts

department's advisory council; requiring

1.5/9

12

licensed agencies to notify the department of
changes of partners, cotporate officers or

14

licensees; providing for and increasing license

15

fees; providing for the investigation of

16

applicants for licenses/ changing provisions

16

repossessor licensees to maintain inventories;

17

with respect to the issuance of licenses and

17

removing provis�ons prohibiting licensees from

18

grounds for denial; requiring certificates of

19

insurance and removing bonding requirements;
supervise an agency; providing for biennial

22

licenses; expanding the applicability of

23

provisions requiring identification cards;

24
2S

1.5/7

l.5/10

removing provisions regulating who may

21

entitling certain licensees to be special

1.S/11
1.5/12

indicating certain association with government

1.26/2
1.25/3

20

Florida Statutes; relating to deception

21

detectors; changing the license requirements
for deception detectors and increasing the fees

23

for detection of deception examiners and

24

exemption for central burglar o'r flre alarm

1,.5/13

protection businesses; eonfo�ming to the act

1.5/14

11

additional conditions upon the renewal of

1.5/15

30

certain 1icens,$t-- conforming to the act

31

provisions relating to change of location of
1

493,

22

27

28

license renewal provisions; providing

1.26/1

agenciest crea�ing part II of chapter

26

29

1.26

19

25

process servers; removing the l !censure

1.25

18

26
28

1.23

1.24

13

20

1.22

obtain local occupational licenses; removing

information: sfl!J.ifying classes of licenses;
10

l.5/17

restricting its balance; removing provisions

substantially revising

provisions relati,?la. to investigative agencies1
redefining termsll:i'th respect to investigative

l.5/15�

29
30
31

1.26/4

1.26/5

interns, removing provisions relating to the
investigation of applicants; removing
provisions requiring licensees to post bondsr

1 ,- 26/6

licenses; restricting the use of detection of

1. 26/7

removing provisions relating to the issuance of

deception devices in employment situations;
_providing for ���nnial licensing; adopting by
reference for deception detectors the
2
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1.26/8

190-41A-3-0

l90-41A-3-0

disciplinary actions and grounds therefor which

1.26/9-;

directly supervises others In the performance of such

are applicable to investigative agencies;
deleting provisions relating to the

services.

1.26/10

(4)

department's advisory council: repealing the
existing chapter 493, Florida Statutes,
relating to investigative agencies and

1. 26/11

deception detectors; providing for repeal and

1.26/12

11

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

l:enc

12
13

Part I of chapter 493, Florida Statutes,

14

consisting of sections 493.001, 493. 002, 493.003, 493. 004,

15

493.005, 493.006, 493.007, 493.008', 493.009, 493.011, 493.012,

obtaining information with reference to any of the following

1.55

Crime or wrongs done or threatened against the

1.56

United States or any state or territory of the United States,
when operating under express written authority of the

1.59

10

governmental official responsible for authorizing such

1.60

11

investigations:

12
Section 1.

1.53
1.54

(a)

1.26/13

10

"Private Investigation" means and Includes

investigation by a person or persons for the purpose of
matters:

legislative review; providing an effective
date.

1.52

(b)

The identity, habits, conduct, movements,

1.60

1.26/13

13

whereabouts, affiliations, associations, transactions,

1.61

1.26/14

14

reputation or character of any person, group of persons,

1.62

ts

'
association, organization, society, othe,;. group of persons or

partnership or corporation;

16

493.013, 493.014, 493.015, 493.016, 493.017, 493.018, 493.019,

1.26/15

16

17

493.021, 493.022, 493.023, 493.024, 493.025, 493.026, 493.027,

1.26/16

17

18

and 493.028, ls created to read:

1.63

(c)

'l'he credibility of witnesses or other persons;

1.64

(d)

The whereabouts of missing persons:

1.64

(e)

The location or recovery of lost or stolen

1.65

The causes and origin of, or responsibility for

1.66

19

PART I

10

1.26/16

19

PRIVATE INVESTIGATIVE AGENCIES, PATROL AGENCIES, ETC.

1.43

20

Definitions, part I.--As used in this act:

1.44

21

1.45

22

fires, or libels, or slanders, or losses, or accidents, or

1.67

1 .46

23

damage, or injuries to real or personal property:

1.68

21

493.0l

22

(1)

"Private Investigative agency• means and Includes

property;
(f)

23

any person, firm, company, partnership or C?rporation, engaged

24

in the business of furnishing for hire private Investigations. ·1.47

u

1 :qq

25

before investigating committees, boards of award, or

1. 69

1,. 49

U

arbitration: or in the trial of civil or criminal cases and

l.70

Tl

the preparation therefor;

25

(2)

•watchman," "guard," or "patiol agency" means and

U

includes any person, firm, company, partnership or

27

corporation, engaged in the business of furnishing for hire

�

watchman, guard or patrolman services.

29

30

(3 )

"Private Investigator" means and Includes anyone

who performs the servfbes of private investigation, or who

31

1.50
1.50
1.51

1tl
29

30
31
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(g)

(h)

The business of securing evidence to be used

The conducting of studies or surveys to determine

methods and means of providing security for the person
,

,

requesting the studie� o'T surveys:

1.68

1.71

1.72

�

190-41A-3-0
{l)'

l90-41A-3-0
S ervice of court process for consideration by

persons other than employees of federal, state, county, or

municipal police agencies.
(5)

"Watchman," "guard,• or •patrolman• means and

includes persons who directly supervise others who, or who
themselves, separately or collectively, guard persons or
property or attempt to prevent theft or unlawful taking of
goods, wares and merchandise, or attempt to prevent the
misappropriation or concealment of goods, wares or
10

merchandise, money, bonds, stocks, choses in action, notes, or

11

other documents, papers and articles of value, or to procure

12

the return thereof, or who perform the services of such

13

watchman, guard or patrolman, or other person for any of said

14

purposes •

)5

(6)

"Repossessor" means any person, who for

1.73
l.74

1.81

l.B4
2.1
2.1

compensation, recovers motor vehicles, as defined in s.

2.2

320.27(l)(b), as a result of default in payment for such motor

2.3

18

vehicle.

19

(7)

"Intern" means one who studies investigative or

20

repossession work On a trainee status under the personal

21

supervision and control of a Class •c• or "E" licensee.

22
23

24
25
26

(8)

"Licensee "' means and includes any person, firm,

company, partnership or corporation licensed under this
chapter.
(9)

The personal pronoun "he" lm�lies the impersonal

pronoun "it�"

Department means the Department of State.

27

(10)

28

493.002 Authority to make rules.--The department ls

29

authorized to make such rules not inconsistent with law as may

JO

be necessary to carry ou.t: the duties and authority conferred
,

Jl

2.3
2.4
l:qq

2.5

2.6

l:qq
2.7
2.8
2.9

of the Department of State may obtain access to the

2.17

information in cr,lminal justice information systems and to

2.18

943.07, on such terms and conditions as are reasonably

calculated to provide necessary information and protect the

2.19

10

11

confidentiality of such information.

2.20

12

1J

493.004 Classes of llcenses.-(1)

Any person, firm, company, partnership or

14

corporation, who engages in business as -B private

15

investigative agency shall have a Class·"A" license.

16

(2)

Any person, firm, company, partnership or

lJ

corporation who engages in the business as a watchman, guard,

18

or patrol agency shall have a Class "B" license.

19

20
21
22

(3)

Any person who performs the services of a private

investigator shall have a Class •c• 1 !cense.
(4)

Any person who studies or performs private

2.21

2.21
2.21/1
2.21/2
2.21/2
2.21/3
2. 21/4

2.21/4
2.21/5
2.21/5

investigative work as an intern under the supervlsion of a

2. 21/6

Class •c• liceqsee shall have a Class ,,CC" license.

2.21/7

25

watchman, guard, or patrolman shall have a Class "D" license.

(6) 'Any person who performs the services of a

2.21/8

26

23

27
28

1'I
30
31

(5)

Any person who performs the services of a

repossessor shall have a Class "E" license.
(7)

Any person who studies or performs repossession as

2.21/7
2,.21/8
2.21/9
2.21/10

an intern under the supervision of a Class "E" llcense shall

' '

2. 21/11

have a Class ,,EE• lic�nse.
6
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2.11/1

2.16

criminal justice Intelligence information as defined in s.

24
2.6

2.11

Access to criminal justice information.--tn

this part, designated employees of the Division of Licensing

1.79

l.B3

2.10

order to carry out the duties of the department prescribed in

1.78

1.82

upon the department by this chapter and as may be necessary to
protect the health, safety and welfare of the public.
493.003

l:qq

"

16

..

.....
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l90-41A-3-0
(8j

190-41A-3-0
Only Class •c• and •o• licensees are permitted to

carry or use a firearm and any such licensee who carries or
uses a firearm must have a Class "G" license.

(9)
location.

A Class "A" or "B" license ls valid for only one
Each additional or branch office of a Class "A" or

"B" licensee shall have a Class "GBB" license.
493.005
(1)

Application for llcense.--

Each person, partner, or, in the case of

corporatipns, each corporate officer, must qualify separately
10

for a license under this part and shall file with the

11

department a written application accompanied by an application

12

fee of $25, except that an applicant for a Class "G" license

13

shall not be required to pay the application fee. The fee

14

shall not be rebatable.

15

accordance with the following provisions:

16

(a)

The written application shall be in

shall b,; signed and verified by the individual.

19

separate application shall be slgned and verified by each

lO

lndlvidui'Jl composing or intending to compose, in the immediate

21
23
24

25
26
27
28

29

30
31

(b)

If the applicant ls a firm or partnership, a

future, such firm or partnership.
(c)

If the applicant is a corporation, a separate

appl !cation shall be s lgned and verifled by each offleer (not

including assistant ·secretar!es or assistant treasurers)

addresses within the 5 years immediately preceding the

2.21/13

submission of the application;

2.21/13

Information concerning the Individual signing the same,
1.

applleant;
2.

Full name and title of position held with
Age, date a', nd- place of birth:
7
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4.

2.21/14
2.37
2.37/1

2.37/3

10

2.37/5

12

11

13

The address of the principal place In which the

2.62

7,

The address of all branch offices within the state;

8.

The name under which the business ls to be

9. The names and addresses of all partners or officers
and directors, as th(! case may be;

10.

16

submission of the appl1cation1

17

2.48

19

2.49

20

2.50

21

signatory; and

23

department to show that the person signing the application is

24
25

2.64
2.65

2.66

2.68

2.47

· 2.52

2.64

A full set of fingerprints �nd a photograph of the 2.67

signatory taken within 2 years· Immediately precedi_ng the
11.

2.63

2.65

conducted;

IS

2.51

2.61

6.

2.37/8

22

2.59
2.62

14

2.50

2.58

A statement that h e l s 1 8 years of age o r older;

2.37/7

19

2.56

5.

business is to be conducted;

2.37/2

2.37/6

Occupations held presently and within the 5 years

Immediately preceding the submission of the application;

l:qq

thereof.
( d) ,The application shall contain the following

3� · The present residence address and the residence

2.21/12

If the applicant Is an individual, the application 2,46

17

18

2.21/1.1-c

A statement of the experience of the slgnat�ry

2.69

which he believes would qualify him, his firm or his
corporation for a license under this chapter;
12.
13.

A statement of any or all arrests of the
Such further facts as may be required by the

2.70
2.70
2. 72
2. 74

of good moral character and qualified by experience and
training to satisfy the requirements of this part.

2.75

�-52

26

2.53

27

employed by an agency as an unarmed watchman, unarmed guard,

�

or unarmed patrolman before such application Is approved.

2.75/3

29

"Unarmed .. shall mean that no firearm shall be carried or used

l:qq

30

during official duty,, f,¼ardless of whether the applicant has

2.75/5

2.54
2.54

3!

(2) ·An applicant for a Class •o• license may be

0

any other author l ty to carry a f !rearm.

If the department

8
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�.75

2.75/2

2.75/6

190-41!\-3-0

190-41!\-3-0

years' experience or equivalent training performing the type

denies a Class "D" license the employment of such person shall
2,75/8

of service permitted under the agency license applied for.

termination of employment of a watchman, guard, or patrolman,

2.75/9

application for a Class •c• license must have 3 years'

report such employment or tetmination immediately to the

2.75/10

be terminated immediately. Each person, firm, company,

(4)

partnership, or corporation shall, upon the employment or

(1)
10
11

License requlrements,--

than one of the following:

3.2

(a)

Be at least 18 years of age.

3.2

(bl

Be of good moral character.

3.3

l\s used In this chapter, •good moral character"

3.3

12

means a personal history of honesty, fairness, and respect for

3.4

13

the rights of others and for the laws of this state and

3.5

14
1S
16

(2) (a)

nation.
(b)

The department may refuse to license an applicant

for lack of good moral character only if:

3,6

18

3.6

of good moral character of the applicant and the business for

19

which the licenS'e is sought.

20
11
22

1.

3.5

There is a substantial connection bet:ween the lack

17

2. The finding by the department of lack of good moral
character is supported by clear and convincing evidence.
(c)

When the applicant is found to be unqualified for

(a)

3.1

Each individual licensed by the department shall:

(b)
10
11
12
13

17

3.8

established by rule of the department which shall consist of

3.9

21
22
23

26

27

rights of t'.he applicant to a rehearing and appeal.

3,. .12
3.13

28

m inimum of one person to act as manager, actively directing
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In addition to any other requirements, an

20

19

upon which the determination was based,· and a notice of the

person or persons designated as manager shall have at least 3

(6)

3.7

26

31

applicant for a Class "E" license must have one year of work

applicant for a Class "G" license must:

3.11

the activities of the,Cl�ss •c,• "D," and "E" employees. The

In addition to any other requirements, an

experience and internship.

findings of the department, a complete record of the evidence

30

(5)

16

shall furnish the applicant a statement containing the

29

Work as a Class "CC" 1 icensed intern;

repossessor intern, or a combination of one year of work

24

Each agency or branch office must designate a

(c)

15

2S

(3)

private investigation, except that no more than 2 years may be
used from this category,

experience performing repossessing, one Y__.ear as a Class "EE"

11censure for lack of good moral character, the department

28

C ollege course work and seminars related to

14

3.10

23

Pr lvat,e Investigative work;

18

3.9

3.15

�

3.17
3.17/1

experience and/or training In one or a combination of more

department.

493.006

In addition to the above requirements, an

3.16

24
25
27
29
30
31

(a)

Satisfy minimum training criteria for firearms

not less than 8 hours of range and classroom training, and
(b)

Demonstrate fitness to carry a· firearm based upon

a complete background investigation by the department of the
Individual's police record and general character.
493.007

Notification to Department of State of changes

of partner qr corporate officer or licensee.--l\fter filing the

3.17/2
3.17/2
3. 17/3

3.17/4
3.17/4
3.17/5
3.17/6
3. 1 7/7
3.17/7
3.17/8
3.17/9
3.17/10
3.17/10
3.17/11
'3.17/12
3.17/13
3.17/14

application, unless the department declines to issue the

3.17/15

license, or revokes It after issuance, all private

3.17/16

investigative agencies, and all watchman, guard or patrolman
agencies, shall notify•bhe
department within 10 days of the
' .
withdrawal, removal, replacement or addition of any or all
CODING: Words In�� typ• are deletions from oistln9 law� words underHned ant additions.

3.17/17
3.17/18

190-4111-3-0

190-4111-3-0

partners, ·officers, or licensees of the corporate agency, ahd
J.17/19

cause the same to be completed by the new partner or officer

3.17/20

and the sam" shall be filed wl th the department and an

3.17/21

application fee of $25 paid.

of any such new partner or officer.

3.41

The department, by rule, shall establish biennial

(a)

Class •A• license.

Private investigative agency:

Class "B" license .

Watchman, guard, or patrolman

agency: $300.

15

(c)

Class •c• license.

16

(d)

Class

18

(eJ

Class "!:" license.

19

(fl

Class "GBB" license.

20

(g)

17

(1)

•o•

license .

Except as provided In subsection (3), prior to the

10

3. 4 4

11

3.44

13

3.45

14

4.9

A thorough background investigation of the

(b)

An examination of fingerprint records and police

4.13

such other investigation of individuals as the

4.13

records.
(c)

department may deem necessary.

Private investigator: $50.

3.46

15

watchman, guard, or patrolman:

3.46

16
17

and physical fitness of the applicant to carry a weapon or

Repossessor: $50.

l:qq

18

firearm in addition to such investigations required by

4.14/2

3.48

19

subsection (1) of this section.

4.14/3

3.48/6

20

Branch office: $75.
Statewide gun permit:

$75.

(2)

In the case of Class "G" license applicants, the

department shall make an investigation of the general mental

(3)

In the case of Class "D"· license applicants, the

21

department shall make an examination of fingerprint records

22

a concealed weapon.

3.48/16

22

and police records, and such additional Investigations as it

23

shall deem necessary.

The department, by rule, may establish a fee for

24

the replacement of a Class "D" or Class "G" laminated card

25

which shall not exceed $15.
(3) ,The fees set forth In this s�ction shall be paid

3.65/5
3. 65/12

be issued unless the applicant first file's with the department

�

3.81

27

a certificate of insurance evidencing comprehensive general

department, by company check at the time the 1 icense is

n

issued, except that the applicant for a Class •o• or Class "G"

l:qq

license shall pay the, l 1-cense fee at the time the appl lcation

4.4

11

�
29

4.14/1

4.14/3
4.14/4
4.14/5

25

28

4.14

Licensee• s insurance .--No agency license shall ·4 .14/6

3.65/14

by certified check or money order or, at the discretion of the

31

493. 011

3,.65/14

27

30

4.11

individual's good moral character.

3.48/14

26

4.8
4.10

Issuance of this permit shall not authorize the possession of
(2)

4. 7

The investigations shall include:

21

23

4.6

make Individual .investigations of applicants for all licenses.
(a)

3.43

$30.

Class "G" license.

Investigation of applicants by Department of

issuance of licenses under this part, the department shall

12

(bl

13

493.009

3,42

$300.

4.5

State.--

3.42

fees which shall not exceed the following:

11

14

Fees.--

If a license is revoked, the license fee shall not

be returned to the licensee.

3 .17/22
3.17/23

(1)

12

The agency's good standing under

this part shall be contingent upon the department's approval
493.008
10

is made.

upon receipt of application forms from the department, shall

4.21

liability coverage for death, bodily injury, and personal

4.23

injury.

4.24

Coverage shall also include false arrest , detention

or imprisonment, malicious prosecution, libel, slander,

JO

defamation of charact,r-,'.- and violation of the right of - privacy

31

in the amount of $100,000 per person and $300,000 per
12
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4.25
4.27

l90-41A-3-0

190-41A-3-0

occurrence and property damage in the amount of $100,000 per

4.27

occurrence. The certificate shall clearly state that the

4.28

insurance may be modified or canceled OflY if 30 days• prior

4.29

written notice is given to the department.

Coverage shall

(3) (a)

4.29/1
4.29/2

claim against such insurance.

493.012

License; contents; posting; !dent if ieation

card.-10

(1)

in a form prescribed by the department. The license shall

4.29/7

12

specify the name under which the applicant Is to operate, the

4.29/8

g

address of the prlncl�al place of business, the expiration

4.29/9

14

date, the full names and titles of the persons who submitted

4.29/10

15

application forms, the number of the license, and any other

16

information the department deems necessary.

11

17

All licenses,

except Class •cc• and Class "EE" 1 icenses, issued by the

1:qq

4.29/14

18

department shall be renewed biennially.

19

determine by rule the expiration date of each class of

20

license. The department may prorate license fees.

21

4.29/12

(2)

The department shall

The agency license shall at all times be posted in

4.29/15
4. 29/16

22

a conspicuous place in the principal place of business of the

4.29/17

23

licensee in this state.

4.29/18

24

that is in clear and unobstructed public view, a notice

25

stating that the business operated at thhl location.is

Each agency shall display in a place

4.29/19

4.50

name under which the licensee operates, the license number and

4.51

the address of the location to which the license applies.

4.52

No �!cense shall be valid to protect any business

transacted at any place 9ther than that designated in the
10
11
12

license unless consent ls first obtained from the department.
(c)

Such license shall not be valid to protect any

that specif led in said 1 icense.

I\ license issued under th ls

business under a fictitious name with�ut prior written
authorization of the department to do·so.

16

not authorize the use of a name which is so similar to that of

!7

The department may

4.66

18

1 icensee, that the public may be confused or misled thereby.

4.67

19

The authorization for the use of a fictitious name shall

4.69

require as a condition precedent to the use of such name the

4.70

20
21

filing of a certificate of doing business under a fictitious

4.71

22

name under s. 865.09.

4.72

23

conduct business under mo�e than one name except as licensed.

4.73

24

I\ 1 !censee desiring to change its licensed name at any time

4.75

25

except upon renewal of license shall notify the department and 4.76

26

pay a fee not to exceed $30 for each authorized change of

No licensee shall be permitted to

The notice shall be in a form specified by the department and

4. 29/21

29

the department shall adopt rules to insure that the notice is

28

4.29/22

newly authorized name shall then be entered upon the license

29

and same returned to the 1 lcense@�

JO

It shall ,l:le:-the duty of every agency 1 lcensee to
furnish all of its people, partners, corporate officers, and
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4.65

a publ le off leer or agency, or of that used by another

28

13

4.60
4.62

14
15

27

4.29/23

4.58

4.61

questions or complaints should be directed to the department.

displayed in such place .•where a client of the agency would be
'

4.56

part shall not be assignable and no licensee may conduct a

27

most likely to see it.

4.54
4.55

13

lice�sed and regulated by the Department of State and that any

JO

_..

licensee who engages In the business under any name other than

26

31

4.29/20

mentioned in the application. Said license shall be in a form

(b)

4.29/3

All licenses issued pursuant to this part sh&ll be 4.29/4

4.47
4,48

designed by the department but it shall at least specify the

insure for the liability of all agency employees licensed by
the department. The agency shall notify the department of any

The department shall upon application and

payment of fee issue a separate license for each branch office

31

name; and upon returning the

1 icense

to the department, the

(4)

14
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4.77
4.78
4.78/1
4.78/2
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managers,· as the case may be, and all licensed employees, an

4. 78/3---i

identification card.

4.78/5

Such card shall be In a form and design

his official duties or when performing �cti�ltles approved by
h Is super !ors.

5.17/8

as may be approved by the Department of State, but shall

4.78/6

specify at least the name of the holder of the card, the name

5.0/1

by the state.
To any person employed as an unarmed special

5.0/4

5.26

agent, detective, or private investigator exclusively in

5.27

(3J

and number of the licensee, and be signed by a representative
of the licensee and by the holder of the card.

Such card

(4)

To insurance investigators or adjusters licensed

5.17/8

shall be in the possession of each person, partner, corporate

5.0/5

connection with ,the business of that employer or to an unarmed

5.28

officer, manager, or licensed employee while on duty,

5.0/6

watchman, guard, or patrolman employed exclusively to do work

5.29

on the premises, and in connection with the business, of that

5.30

employer, when there exists an employer-employee relationship.

5.31

Upon

suspension or tevocation of a license or upon termination of a
10

business asssoc iation with the licensee, it shall be the duty

5.0/9

10

11

of each person, partner, corponte officer, manager or

5,0/10

11

12

licensed employee to return the card to the agency licensee.

13

5.17/7--1

(SJ

Each person to whom a license and card have been

s.u

(SJ

To any person, firm, company, partnership,

12

5.31

corporation, or any bureau or agency whose business ls

5.32

13

exclusively the furnishing of informat ion as to the business

5.33

14

issued shall be responsible for the safekeeping of same and

14

shall not loan, or let or allow any other person to use or

and financial standing, and credit res!l<)rsibility of persons,

5.12

5.34

15

15

firms, or co['porations, or as to the personal habits and

d !splay, said license or card.

5. 35

16

5.13

16

f inane ial respons lbi1 ity of applicants for insurance,

5.14

17

indemnity bonds or commercial credit.

5.14/1

18

17

493.013

Service of process.--Any Class •c• licensee

18

shall be deemed a special process server under the provisions

19

of s. 48.021 without the necessity of appointinent by the

20

sheriff:

21
22

23

493,014

Inapplicability of part I of this chapter.--

To any detective or officer employed by any

To attorneys or counselors at law in the regular

5.36
5.36

19

practice of their profession, but such exemption shall not

5.14/2

�

serve to exempt from the requirements of licensure any

5.17

ll

employee or representative of sueh attorney or counselor at

5.39

22

law who is not employed solely, exclusively and regularly by

5.40

5.17/1

23

such attorney or counselor at law.

This part shall not apply:
(1)

(6)

5.37

24

agencies of the United States or this state, or any county or

·s.17/2

24

25

municipality of this state, while any such officer Is engaged

5.17/3

25

company, credit union, or small loan com�any operating

26

in the performance of hts official duties or when performing

26

pursuant to, chapters 516, 519, and 520; consumer credit

27

activities approved by his superiors.

5.17/4

27

reporting agency regulated under 15 U.S.C, ss. 1681 et seq.;

s.42/1

s.17/4

23

or collection agency; and to any permanent employee thereof.

5.42/2

28

(2J

To special police officers appointed by the state

29

or by the police depar:tment of any eity 'or county within the

5.17/6

29

JO

state while any such p'ff-icer ls engaged In the performance of

5,17/7

30

31

15
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31

(7)

(8J

To any state or national bank or bank holding

Any corporation duly authorized by the state to

operate a central bu�gl�r or fire alarm protection business Is

exempt from the Class "B" license requirement and other

16
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5.42

5.42/3
5,42/4

l90-41A-3-0

190-41A-3-0
provisions of this part relating to Class •e• licenses.

5.42/5 __.

However, employees of such corporations are not exempt to the

5 .42/6

extent they perform services requiring licensure under this

5.42/8

(7}

(l)

A license granted under the provls\ons of this

493.016

No less than 90 days prior to the expiration date

of the license, the department shall mall to each llcens�e a

5.66/4

Change of location of licensee.--In the event

the licensee desires to change the location of any place of

5.47

business Indicated In his application on file with the

part may be renewed by the department.
(2)

s. 66/2

requirements which the department shall adopt by rule.

S.46

Renewal of l!cense.--

5.66/1 -<

training and fulfill such other health and training

part.
493.015

Before a Class "G" license ls renewed, the

licensee shall complete not less than 6 hours of range

department, he shall notify the department.

5.48

The department

shall send to him suitable forms designed by the department,

S.49

5.72
5.1211
5.72/2
5. 72/4
5. 72/5

10

written notice of the expiration and a renewal form prescribed 5,50

10

th� purpose of which shall be to record In the office of the

5. 72/6

11

by the department.

11

department the fact that there has been a change by way of

5.72/8

11

(3)

13

14
1S
16

IT
18

A licensee shall renew his license prior to

expiration by filing with the ·aepartment; at least 45 days
(a)

(bl

the department, together with a fee of

location. The department shall thereupon' ·send to the llcensee

Proof of the comprehensive general liability

5.55

16

certificate shall be in a form designed by the department, but 6.3

A licensee who falls to file a renewal application 5.56/1

18

it shall at least specify the name under which the licensee

6.4

5.56/2

19

operates, its license number and the address of the location

6.5

20

to wh lch the certlf !cate of reg !stration applies. The holder

5.56/3

21

of a Class "D" or Class "G" license shall not be required to

22

the 1 lcense fee.

23

(51

5.56

22

No license shall be renewed

6

months or more after 5.56/4

its expiration date unless the applicant submits a new

25

application and respective fees.

26

subject to a background investigation. ·

Such aJ;Splicant may be

No person, flrm, company, partnership, or

·5.56/5
5.56/6
5.63

corporation shall carry on any business regulated by this part 5.64
during any per lod wh !ch may exist between the date of

5.65

expiration and the dat'e.,•.of renewal of a 1 !cense.

5.66

'

31

17

Said

s. 72/12

17

subsection (3) and paying a late fee equal to the amount of

JO

for each changed

a certificate of registration of each changed location.

fulf'll11ng the requirements of paragraphs (a) and (bl of

29

5.12111

!lo

14

20

(6)

5. 72/10

15

21

28

Upon completion of such form the licensee shall return it to

5.54

at least 45 days prior to expiration may renew his license by

27

substitution of the licensee's place or places of business.

5.55

Insurance coverage required in s. 493.0ll, when applicable.
(4)

12

13

Payment of the fee prescribed In s. 493.008.

prior to expiration, the renewal form accompanied by:

19

24

5.51

pay the $10 fee for each change of location.
493.017

23

(1)

24

Grounds for disciplinary actlon.--

The following acts constitute grounds for which

25

disciplinary action specified in subsectf.on (21 may be taken:

26

(a) _Fraud or willful misrepresentation In application
for or In obtaining a 1 icense;

27
28

(b)

6.2

6.6
6.7
6.8
6.8/2
6 .8/3

6.8/4

Use of any flctitous or assumed name by a licensee 6.8/4

29

unless he has department approval and qualifies under s.

JO

865.09;

31

18
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6.8/5

190-41A-3-0
(c)

190-41A-3-0
Regardless of adjudication, having been found

guilty of the commission of a crime which directly relates to
.3

(d)

A false statement by the licensee that any person

(e)

If the licensee or any of his or Its employees is

(f)

11

13
14

15
16

practice of his business for which the license Is held;
(g)

If th� person conducts business without a license,

(h)

If the licensee Impersonated, permitted, or aided

6.17/2
6.20

6.22
6.22
6. 22/2

18

officer or any employee of this state, United States, or any

6.22/3

19

pol itlcal subdivlsIon thereof:
Committed assault, battery, or kidnapping; or used

21

force or violence on any person except in self-defense or in

22

the defense of a cl lent;

23

(k)

Knowingly violated or advised, encouraged or

6.27/1

6.27/3

27

(m)

Falsif led or altered an Inventory of recovered-

6.27/4

personal property as required by s. 493.028;

31
19
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18
19

Revoke ot suspend a license.

6.27/11

(c)

Impose an administrative fine not to exceed $1,000 6.27/11

for every count or separate offense.

6.27/5

22
23

24

25
26
v
28
29

6.27/12

(d)

Issue a reprimand.

6.27/12

(e)

Place the licensee on probation for a period of

6.27/13

Upon revocation or suspension of license, the

6.40

time and subject to such conditions as t�� department may
specify.
(3)

licensee shall forthwith return the license which was
suspended.
493.018

Cancellation of llcense.--In the event the

department and the department shall supply him with proper

(1) ,Acted as a runner or a capper for any attorney;

issued pursuant to thls ,_chapter;

11

(b)

v

26

30

16

6.27/10

6.27

course of business as a licensee;

Transferred ot attempted to transfer a license

15

Deny an application for licensure.

l !censee desires to cancel the license, he shall notify the

25

(n)

14

6.27/10

(a)

'/0

assisted the violation of any court order or injunction In the '6.27/2

29

6. 27/9

6.22/4

24

28

11

12

and abetted an employee to impersonate, a law enforcement

·(j)

10

13

17

20

When the department finds any violation of

penal ties:

and effect the general liability Insurance coverage, If
(I)

6.27/7

(2)

subsection (1), it may impose one or more of the following

Failure of the licensee to maintain In full force

required, referred to In s. 493.0111

6.27/7
Violated any provision of this chapter.

6.17

or with a revoked or suspended license;

6.27/6 __,_

(p)

6.8/9

Upon proof that the licensee is guilty of fraud or 6.17/1.

deceit, or of neqligence, incompetency, or misconduct, in the

Failed or refused to cooperate with the

part;

6.8/8
6.8/9

found guilty of willful betrayal of a professional secret;

12

(o)

department's Investigation of any suspected violation of this

the business for which the license is held;
Is or has been In his employ;

10

6.8/6
6.8/7

forms as designed by the department to effectuate the
cancellation of said license.

Upon cancellation of said

license, the 1icensee shall, wIthin 10 days, return to the

6. 41

6.42
6.44
6.45
6.47
·6.48

department the license so canceled.
493.P19

Trust fund.--There ls created within the

6.49

Division of Licensing of the department a Division of

6.49/1

LicensIng Trust Fund.

6.49/2

All moneys required to be pa Id under

th ls chapter shall be collected by the department and

30

depos lted In the trust· !und.

31

appropriate from said fund such amounts as it deems necessary

The Legislature shall
20
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6.49/4

l90-41A-3-0

190-41A-3-0
for the purpose of administering the provisions of this
chapter.

The unencumbered balance in the trust fund at the

shall be transferred to the General Revenue Fund unallocated.
Divulging informationi prohibitedi false

physical office.

6.49/6

beginning of the year shall not exceed $100,000 and any excess 6,49/8
493.021

license in each city and county where the licensee maintains a 6,75/7 ___.

6.49/5 �

493.023
4-

6.49/9

reports, penalty.--Except as otherwise provided by law, no

6.49/10

licensee or any employee of such licensee shall divulge or

6.49/12

release to any person, other than to his principal or his

6.49/13

employer, any information acquired as a result of any

Weapons and firearms, training requirements,

6. 75/8

permit.-(1)

The provisions of this section shall apply to all

licensees in addition to the other provisions of this part.
(2)

No emP,loyee shall carry or be furnished a weapon

�

or firearm unless the carrying of such weapon or firearm is

9

required by his duties1 nor shall an employee carry such

6.84
7.1
7,1
7,1/1

6.49/14

10

weapon or firearm except in connection with said duties.

11

carried pursuant to this subsection, the weapon or firearm

7.1/4

12

However, the provisions of this section shall not apply to any 6,49/15

J2

shall be encased in view at all times unless the employee

7,1/5

13

employer who is also the holder of a license issued pursuant

6.49/16

tJ

complies with ss. 790.05 and 790.06 as they pertain to

7.1/7

14

to this part and who has the prior written consent of the

6.49/17

1A

concealed weapons or firearms.

1s

client or principal to diyulge or release any Information
falling within the terms of this section, and further

6,49/18

t6

of paragraph 790.25(3) {n).

t7

provided, that the prov isions of th ls section will not apply

6.49/19

17

in effect only during the period the applicant is employed as

18

to

the taking of testimony or the receiving of evidence in any 6,49/20

18

a guard.

to
11

16

investigation, surveillance, or other act performed by such
licensee or employee in the course of his employment.

19

judicial proceeding.

20

employee who shall willfully make a false report to his

21

employer concerning his employment or work is guilty of a

22

misl)emeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s.

23

775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

24
25

493.022

15

7.9/4
7.9/5

6.49/23

21

revoke said permit.

6.49/25 _

22

6.75

24

profession anywhere in Florida without 'obtaining any

6,.75/2

additional license, permit, registration, or identification

6.75/3

card, except as required by s. 493:023, any municipal or

6.75/4

county ordinance or resolution to the contrary
notwithstanding.

3!

shall be required to obtain a city and county occupational

HoWj!Vdi:',

Class "A" and Class •9• licensees
21

7.9/3

termination of employment, at which time the department shall

27

30

!t shall be the responsibility of the employer

7 .9/1

immed lately to notify the department of the employee's

provided for hereunder authorizes the licensee to practice his 6.7S/l

�

The statewide permit shall remain

7,9

19

26
28

_,_

Nothing In this act shall abro3ate the provisions

20

Any person violating this section or any 6.49/22

Exclusion of tax.--Payment of the license fee

(3)

When 7,1/3

6,75/5
6.75/6

23
25

(4)

The department may issue a temporary Class "G"

1 icense which may be renewed once.
(5)

7.13
7.15
7.17

A licensee who has been issued a Class "G"

statewide permit pursuant to this sectioll' is exempt from the
requirement� of ss. 790.05 and 790.06 while performing the

7.18

27

duties he ls licensed to perform under this act, provide<l he

7.20

28

does not carry a concealed weapon or firearm.

7.21

26

29

(6)

JO

a standard police

The only firearm a Class "G" licensee

ll

ammunition, unless otherwise approved by the department.

.38

may

carry ls 7.22

<:a<liber revolver with standard
22
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7,2J
7.24

190-41A-3-0
(7t

190-41A-3-0
The department, by rule, may establish standards

and issue certificates to licensees for weapons other than

7.25

test!mony'of witnesses in any such proceeding shall be under

7.25/1

oath before the department or its agents.

f !rearms.
493.024

Violation; penalty.--Any person who violates

493.026

7.27

any provision of this par! ls guilty of a misdemeanor of the

7.27/2

first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s.

7.27/3

775.083, or s. 775.084.
493.02S
(1)

Enforcement of part I1 investigation.--

7.27/4

provisions of this part irrespective of the place or location

7.33

in which said violation occurred and upon complaint of any

7.34

12

person or on !ts own initiative to cause to be investigated

7.35

13

any suspected violation thereof or to·cause to be investigated

14

the business and bus!ness methods of any 1 icensee, appl leant

7.36

15

qr employee thereof.

7.37

In any investigation undertaken by the department,

7.54/1

Department of State in the enforcement of this part and shall

7.54/2

conduct any investigations incident to its legal

7.54/3

7.37/l

Acts prohibited by Class "E" and Class "EE"

7.54/5

10

part or by rule of the department, repossessor licensees and

7.54/6

11

repossessor interns are prohibited from:

12

(1)

RECOVERING VEHICLES SOLD UNDER CONDITIONAL SALES

AGREEMENT OR CHATTEL MORTGAGE WITHOUT �UTHORlZATION.--

u

Recovering personal property lncluding_,_personal property

7.54/9

15

registered under the motor vehicle code,. which has been sold

7 .54/10

16

under a conditional sa1es agreement or under the terms of a

7.54/11

17

chattel mortgage before authorization has been received from

7.54/12

the legal owner of such property or from the mortgagee when

18

request of the department, submit information as to his

7.37/2

18

19

business practices or methods.

7. 37 /3

19

20

In the exercise of its
I
enforcement responsibility and in the conduct of any

such personal property is subject to the terms of a chattel

21

investigation relating to a suspected violation of this part,

7.37/4

20

mortgage.

22

the department shall have the power to subpoena and bring

21

(2)

SOLICITING RECOVERY OF A VEHICLE OR OTHER PERSONAL

7.54/8

7.S4/13
7.54/14

22

PROPERTY AFTER IT HAS BEEN LOCATED.--Solic!t!ng from the legal 7.54/1S_

23

before it any person in the state and may require the

7.37/6

23

production of any papers it deems necessary and administer

·7.3717

owner the recovery of specific personal property after such

24

24

25

oaths and take depositions of any such pl!\'.sons so subpoenaed.

property has been seen or located on publ le or private

7.37/8

26

Fa !lure or refusal of any person properly subpoenaed to be

1; 37/10

25

property.

27

examined or to answer any question as to his qualifications or 7 .37/ll

�

the business methods or business practices under investigation

�

shall be grounds for suspension or revoc�tion of license, or

7.37/12

30

refusal to issue such 1 kense, as the case may be.

7.37/14

26

(3) , CHARGING UNlNCURRED EXPENSES.--charg!ng for

7.54/16
· 7. 54/17
'..54/17

27

expenses not actually incurred in connection with the

7.54/18

28

recovery, transportation and storage of personal property.

7.54/19

29

30
31
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7.S4/7

13

each such licensee, applicant or employee thereof shall, upon

23

7.54/4

licensees.--In addition to other requirements imposed by this

17

The

7.54

Department of Legal Affairs shall be attorney for the

493.027

The department shall have the power to enforce the 7.32

10

(2)

7.37/16

responsibility.,

11

16

Department of Legal Affairsi enforcement.--The

7.37/l�

(4)

USING PROPERTY FOR PERSONAL BENEFIT.--Uslng

property which has be,l!n'.-recovered for the personal benefit of
24
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7.54/20
7,54/21

l90-41A-3-0

l90-4lA-3-0

a·l!censee or officer, director, partner, manager or employee

of a licensee.
(5)

SALE OTHER THAN AT PUBLIC AUCTION OR UNDER WRITTEN

7,77

provisions of this part while acting as a repossessor or

7.78

finance adjuster except at public auction or with written

7.79

authorization from the legal owner or the mortgagee thereof.

7.80

FAILURE TO NOTIFY POLICE OR SHERIFF'S

7.80

DEPARTMENT.--Failure to notify police or sheriff's department
10

of the jurisdiction In which the personal ptoperty is

11

recovered within 24 hours.

12

493,028

inventory.--If personal effects or other property not

14

recovered by a cond ltional sales agreement or by a chattel

15

16

17

7.80/3
7.80/4
8.0/l

mortgage are contained In or on personal property at the time

8.0/2

it Is recovered, a complete and accurate Inventory shall be

8.0/3

made of such personal effects or other personal property.

8. 0/5

The

18

date and time the inventory is made shall be indicated and It

19

shall be signed by the person or persons who recovered the

8.0/6

io

personal pr_operty on behalf of the legal owner or mortgagee.

8.0/8

21

The Inventory shall be filed and maintained for• period of 4

8.0/9

22

years in the permanent records of the licensee and shall be

8.0/10

23

made available upon demand to representatives of the

8.0/11

24

department during normal business hours.

8.0/12

25

alteration of an inventory or failure to 111aintain such

26

inventory fc;,r the required time period ·shall be grounds for

27

suspension or revocation of

28

Section 2.

Falsification or

license ..

Part II of chapter 493, Florida Statutes,

29

consisting of sections 493.201, 493.202, 493.203, 493.204,

JO

493.205, 493.206, 493.2�.7, 493.208, 493.209, 493.211, 493.212,

31
25
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REGULATION OF DETECTION OF DECEPTION EXl\MINERS
493.201

shall, unless the context otherwise Indicates, have the

10
11
12

8.0/15
8.0/16
8.0/17

8.17
8.18
8.20

(1) "Det�ction of deception examiner• shall mean, and
include any person who uses any device or instrument which

8.20/1

records as minimum standards, permanently and simultaneously,

8.20/3

the examinee's cardiovascular (blood pressure and pulse) and

8.20/2
8.20/4

respiratory (breathing) patterns, in order to examine
Indiv !duals for the purpose of detecting truth or deception.

8. 20/5

13

Such an instrument may record· additional physiological changes 8 .20/7

14

pertinent to the detection of truth or �eception.

15
16

(2)

8.28

"Intern• means the study of d�tection of deception 8.29

and the administration of detection of deception examinations

17

by a trainee under the personal supervfsfon and control of an

t8

examiner.
"Licensee" means only natural persons.

8 .30
8.30/1

19

(3)

20

(4)

"Department• means Department of State.

8.30/1

21

(5)

"Polygraph' means an instrument which combines a

8.30/2

22

continuous permanent recording and means of measuring and

8.30/3

23

recording at least two of the physiological reactions to

8.30/4

24

emotions.
"Employee examiner• means a qualified detection of

8.30/5

26

deception examiner employed wholly and exclusively by a single

8 .30/6

27

employer.

25

8.0/13

Definitions, part 11.--The following terms

8.0/18_.
8.0/18

following respective meanings:

7.80/l
7.80/2

Repossessor required to prepare and maintain

13

PART II

7.54/22

AUTHORiiATION.--Selling personal property recovered under the

(6)

and 493. 213, Is created to read,

7.54/22

28

29

(6)

8.30/7

493.202 Powers and duties of Department of State.-(1)

The Department of State ls hereby vested with the

8.30/$
8.40

30

power, jurisdiction and ,,authority to Issue and revoke or

8.41

31

suspend licenses of detection of deception examiners. The

8.43

26
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190-41A-3-0

190-41A-3-0

department shall have the power, jurisdiction and authority to

8.44

_.

(c)

promulgate rules and regulations for its own government and
the exercise of its power hereunder for the conduct of the

8.45

business or practice of administering examinations for the

8.47

purpose of detecting truth or deception (lie detector

8.48

(d)

No person shall administer examinations for the

10

purposes of detecting truth or deception without first

11

receiving from the Department of State a license as provided

12
13

herein.

(3 )

This part ts not applicable to a detection of

14

deception examiner employed by a municipal, county, state or

15

federal agency as long as his sole use of the instrument

16

described in s. 493.201(1) Is in the performance of his

17

18

(e)

The ,address of the principal place in which the
business is to be conducted1

19
20

(!)

(g)

8.49/1

Every person administering detection of deception

examinations must qualify Individually for a license under

(h)
conducted:

8.68

8.49/4

13

(l)

Statement of formal polygrapn training as provided 8.66

8.49/5

15

14

8.49/6

16

8.56
8.56

The name under which the business is to be

in s. 493.2041
(j)

8.69

A full set of fingerprints and a photograph of the

8.70
8. 7l

(kl

A statement of the experience of the signatory

8.57

which he believes would qualify him for a license under this

20

part,

21
22

23

fee shall not be rebatable.

23

·8.60

signed and ver If led by the indiv !dual and shall conta In the

8,.62

27

following Information:

28

Full name and title of position:

8.62

(b)

Age, date and place of birth:

8.62

Such further facts as may be required by the

of good character, as defined in s. 493.006(2) (a).

26

(a)

(m)

department to show that the person signing the application is

26

29

A statement of any or all arrests of the

25

8.61

28

(1)

27

29
30

493.204 License requlrements.--An applicant is
quallfled to receive a 1 !cense as a detection of deception

27

8.72
8.73
·0.74
8.75
8.76
8.78

examiner:

(l)

Who ls at least 18 years of age and has a high

school diploma or its eqµivalent1 and

31

31

8. 7l

8.72

signatory; and

24

with the following provisions, and the application shall be

8.69

signatory taken w! th in 2 years immedlately preceding the

19

8.58

8.67

submission of the application;

18

8.60

JO

8.67

12

th Is part and shall file with the department a wr I tten

The written application shall be In accordance

8.66
8.66

11

application accompanied by a fee of $25 to cover costs. The
(2)

8.65

8.49/3

22
24

p rovided in s. 493.2041

8.64
8.65

10

21

25

Statement of educational qualifications as

8.63

8.49/2

17

Application for license.--

A statement that he Is 18 years of age or older,

(f)

8.49

official duties.·
493.203

Occupations held presently and within the 5 years

!mmedlately preceding the submission of the application:

pleasure.
(2)

a.62
8.63

submission of the appllcatlon1

examinations) not in conflict with the Constitution and laws
of the United States or this state and may amend same at its

The present residence address and the residence

addresses within the 5 yearn Immediately preced Ing the

28
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8.78
8.79

190-41A-3-0
(2t

190-41A-3-0
Who establishes that he is a person of good moral

character, as defined in s. 493. 006 (2)(a); and
(3)

8.79
8.80

shall at least specify the applicant's name, the type and

�

business and the date on which it will expire.

Who has satisfactorily completed a formal training 8.80

�hall be renewed biennially.

493.201(5), which school must be recognized and approved by

8.84

the department.

9.1

deception examiner, 1 icensed under the ,laws of another state

9.22/1

9.2

the department, at its discretion, upon payment of the fee as

9.22/3

The department shall promulgate, by rule,

(4)

Who has completed a period of a minimum of l year

as licensed intern examiner under the supervision of a

13

promulgate, by rule, specific objectives that must be met

license fees.
493.208

The department shall

14

before an applicant successfully completes the internship; and

10

9.4/1

12

19

20
21

11
13

9.4/2

u

15
When the department is satisf i@d that the appl !cant has met

9.4/3

the license requirements, it shall issue the appropriate
license.

493.205

Fees.--The department, by rule, shall

establish biennial fees for licenses which shall not exceed

9.4/4
9.4/S

the following:

proof that:

20

9.27

He is of good moral character;

9.27

(J)

The requirements for the 1 �.censing of examiners in 9.28

such particular state or territory of th: United states were,

(4)

The applicant had lawfully engaged in the

administration of det�etlon of deception examinations under
to his application for a license hereunder; and
reciprocity to license holders in this state.

22

23

(2)

Detection of deception intern--$30.

9.10

23

24

493.206

9.11

74

(5)

such other state or territory grants similar

493.209

Renewal of licenses.--Licenses granted under

2S

part II of this chapter may be renewed

u

State in th� same manner and under the same provisions

25

situations .--Instruments other than the type of device

26

described ii) s. 493.201(1) may not be used for detection of

27

deception of employees or prospective employees by an employer 9 .11/2

27 ·provided by s. 493,015.

l8

or by any person on behalf of an employer.

l8

29

30

31

493.207

License, contents and postlng.--Th� license

issued pursuant to pa�t �I of this chapter shall be in such
form as may be determined by the Department of State, but
29
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9.11/1

493. 21'1

by-

the Depart111ent of

9.30
9.31

9.33
9.34
9.35
9.35/2
9.35/3

Disciplinary proceedings.--The department may

29

take the same disciplinary actions against persons licensed

9.14/2

30

under part II of this chapter based upon the same grounds as

9.17

31

set forth in s. 493.0l 7.

9.14

9.29

9.30

the laws of such state or territory for at least 5 years prior 9.32

21

9.4/5

9.22/4

The applicant is at least 18 years of age;

requirement" then in force in this state,

19

9.22/2

(1)

16

18

9,22

(2)

17

Detection of deception examiner--$1SO.
Prohibitions of other devices In employment

provided under s. 493.205, and the production of satisfactory

at the date of licensing, substantially equivalent to the

(1)

22

Reciprocity.--A person who ls a detection of

'
or territory of the United States, may be issued a license by

9.3

15

IB

9.21

8.83

qualified examiner in this state.

17

9.20

instructing in the use of an instrument as described in s.

12

16

The department may prorate

8.82

standards; and

11

The license

course of at least 6 weeks' duration at an examiner's school

standards to be met by each school and shall enforce such
10

9.18

number of the license, the address of the principal place of

30

9.39
9.39/1
9.39/2

190-41A-3-0

190-41A-3-0
493.212

Violation; penalty.--Any person who violates

9.42

any provisions of this part shall be guilty of a misdemeanor
of the first degree, punishable as �rovided in s. 775.082, s.

l:hbs

_.

9.44

BOUSE SUMMARY

l:hbs

9.45

Substantially revises provisions relating to the
regulation of investigative agencies by the Department of
State. Changes various definitions Including the acts
which constitute private investigation. Provides the
department with rulemaking powers. Provides conditions
upon the department's access to criminal justice
information. Expands upon the classifications of
licenses which may be issued, including a class for·
interns, and provides
restrictions applicable to each
'

9.56/2
9.56/J
9.56/4
9.56/5
9. 56/6

775.083, or s. 775.084.
493.213

Construction of part II; admissibility of

evidence .--Th ls part does not author lze or imply the
admissibility into evidence of the results of polygraph

9.46
9.46/1
9.46/2

class.

examination in judicial proceedings.
Section 3.

All funds in the Private Investigative

10

Agency Licensing Law Trust Fund shall be transferred to the

11

Division of Licensing Trust Fund created by this act on the

12

13
14

effective date of this act.
Section 4.

9.46/4
9.46/5

Sections 493.0l, 493.02, 493.03, 493.04,

493.05, 493.06, 493.07, 493.08, 493.09, 493.091, 493.10,

15

493.11, 493.12, 493.13; 493.14, 493.1S, 493.17, 493. 18,

l6

493.19, 493.20, 493.21, 493.22, 493.231, 493.25, 493.26,

t7

9.46/3

9.46/5
9.50

10
11

12
13
15

9,51

16

18

493.28, 493.40, 493.41, 493.42, 493.43, 493.44, 493.45,

17

18

493.46, 493.47, 493.48, 493.49, 493.50, 493.51, 493.54, and

9.52

19

493.56, Florida Statutes, and sections 493.23 and 493.53,

9.53

19

20

Florida Statutes, as amended by chapter 78-323, Laws of
9.54

n

21

22

Florida, are hereby repealed.
Section 5.

Chapter 493, Florida Statutes, shall stand

23

repealed on July 1, 1986, and shall be reviewed by the

24

Legislature pursuant to the Regulatory Reform Act of 1976, as

25

amended,

26

Section 6.

9.54
9.55
9.56

This act shall take �ffec"t July 1, 1980.

27

!I. 56

20

22
23
24

25
26

27
28

28

29

29

30

30

31

31
31
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9. 56/7
9.56/8

Removes the application fee exemption for unarmed
watchmen, guards, or patrolman employees. Permits the
employment of such persons pending approval of their
license appl lcatlon.

9. 56/10
9. 56/11

Removes an exemption from licensure for certain law
enforcement officers. Specifies new license
requirements, including good moral character as defined
by the act, Specifies additional requirements for Class
•c• (private investigator), Class "E" (repossessor), and
Class "G" (private investigators, watchmen, guards, and
patrolmen who carry firearms) licenses. Increases
license fees for certain classes. Cha'nges the e><tent of
investigation of license applicants depending upon the
class of license sought. Replaces prov1slons which
specify grounds for denial of a license. Abolishes the
requirement that licensees be bonded but retains the
requirement that they maintain certain insurance
coverage. ,Removes the requirement that each
investigative agency be under the direct supervision of
the owner or officer upon whose qualifications the agency
Is licensed. Provides that all licenses shall be renewed
biennially except private investigator interns and
repossesser intet'ns. Removes provisions requiring
supervision of agency branch officers by licensed
persons. Increases the fee for agency change of name
applications. Requires all agency employees to be Issued
identification cards. Specifies circumstances under
which such cards must be returned to the agency licensee.

9. 56/13
9.56/14
9. 56/15
9.56/16
9.56/19
9.56/20
9. 56/22.
9.56/23
9.56/24
9.56/25
9.56/26
9.56/27
9.56/29
9.56/30
9.56/Jl
9.56/32

Provides that licensed private investigators are deemed
to be special process servers without the necessity of
appointment by the sheriff. Limits the exemption from
licensure provided to control burglar 01." fire alarm
protection business, Exempts permanent employees of
banks, credit unions, and consumer reporting agencies
which are exempt from the act. Removes provisions
restricting the investigative activites of such banks,
credit unions, small loan companies, consumer credit
reporting aqenciea, Or collection agencies. Conforms
license renewal provisions.

9.SG/34
9. 56/35
9.56/36

Specifies new ground·� upon which the department may deny,
revoke or suspend li�&nses, impose fines, and take other
disciplinary actions.· Creates a Division of Licensing
Trust Fund. Removes provisions relating to the carrying

9.56/43
9.56/44
9.56/4S
9.56/46

32
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9. 56/37

9'. 56/39
9.56/40
9.56/41

190-41A-3-0
on of a husiness in the ;vent of the death of the
licensee. Abolishes the Private Investigative Agency
tlcenslng Trust Fund. Provides that only agency
licensees must obta In c Ity and county occupational
licenses. Removes provisions relating to qualifications
for a Class •a• permit (statewide permit to carry a
Restricts the issuance of temporary
weapon or firearm.
Class "G" licenses; Provides the department with
rulemaking powers with respect to the issuance of
certificates to licensees for weapons other then
firearms.
Abolishes the advisory council. Requires licensed
repossessors to. ma intain certain records. Abol lshes
provisions prohibiting Implications of association with
government and government agencfes.

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

-Revises provisions relating to the regulation of
detection of deception examiners by the Department of
State. Permits the department to suspend licenses.
Revises license requirements.

Increases the maximum

9.56/4�
9.56/489.56/49
9.56/51
9.56/53
9.56/54
9.56/55
9.56/58
9.56/59
9.56/60
9.56/62
9.56/63
9.56/64
9.56/66

license fees for detection of deception examiners and
interns and provides for biennial licenses. Removes
provisions relating to the investigation of applicants.
Removes the requirement that licensees be bonded.
Restricts the type of detection of deception devices to
be used In employment situations. Provides that the
disciplinary actions and grounds therefor applicable to
investigative agencies shall apply to detection of
deception examiners.

'L 56/70

Transfers funds in the e,dsting trust fund to the fund
created by the act.

9.56/74

9.56/68

9.56/69
9.56/71

9. 56/72

18
19
20
21
72
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

33
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ISSUE
Experience Ilequirement for
Licensure
Present Law:

493.04(1.)

House PCB

493.05(3)(4)(5)

:

Other Requirements
Present Law:

493.03(1.3)

House PCB

493.05(2)(a)

Experience in Florida
Present Law:

493.04(1.)

Fees
Present Law:

493.06.

House PCB

493.07

:

Licensee Classes
Present Law:
House PCB

:

493.06(1)
493.03

PRESENT LAW Serres

/'I

C rton

Sl../1
,

HOUSE PCB

SENATE PCB

Persons who actively direct the
business of a Chapter 493
corporation must have 3 years
experience in the type of service
performed under the license. The
department has interpreted this
provision to require experience
of class C & D licenses.

Each agency and branch office
must designate at least one
manager who directs the activi
ties of the agency's employees.
The manager must have three
years experience in the type of
service performed under the
license. Private investigators
need three years of experience
and/or training. Repossessors
need one year of experience.
Private investigator interns
and repossessor interns are
created.

Each person who actively directs
the- business of the licensee
shall have had at least three
years experience performing the
type of service permitted under
the license.

Good character, reputation for
honesty, truthfulness, integrity,
moral fitness, and fair dealing
are required.

Good moral character is substi
tuted for present character re
quirements and is defined as a
personal history of honesty,
fairness, and respect for the
rights of others and for the
laws of this state and nation.

Same as House

One year of the required experi
ence must be in Florida.

The Florida experience require
ment is eliminated.

Same as House -

Annual fees set by statute

Biennial fees to be set by rule, Same as House
not to exceed statutory limits.
No license fees for interns,
Senate ha5 no intern classes.
everyone pays application fees.

Class A - Private Investigative
Agency
Class B - Watchman, guard or
patrolman agency
Class C 7 Private detective

Class A, B, G are the same.
Class E changed to GBB.
Class C is changed from private
detective to private investi
gator. A private investigator

Page 1

Same as present law except
class "E" license is now called
a "GBB" license.

rssu�r:

HOUSE PCB

PRESENT LAW

SENATE PCB

... ---'-�-------------+-------------------+--------------------ii---------------------

Licensee Classes cont'd.

Class D - Watchman, guard, or
patrolman contractor
Class E - Branch office
Class F - Unarmed watchman,
guard, or patrolman
Class G - Statewide gun permit

Bond Requirement

A $5,000 bond is required of all The bond requirement is
licenses except F and G.
eliminated.

The bond requirement is eliminated

All licensees need $100,000 per
person, $300,000 per occurrence,
and $100,000 per occurrence for
property damage, except for E,
F, and G licensees.

Only class A and class B
licensees need insurance, but
such insurance shall afford lia
bility coverage to all the
agency's licensed employees.

The same as present law except
the amounts are raised to
$250,000, $500,000, and
$100,000. The .licensee must
notify the department of any
claim against th� insurance.

Only funds from "G" renewals go
into the trust fund. Funds in
excess of $50,000 at the end of
the year are transferred to
general revenue.

All moneys collected go into the
trust fund. Funds in excess of
$100,000 at the end of the year
are transferred to general
revenue.

Same as House except there is no
provision transferring funds in
excess of $100,000 to general
revenue.

Any licensee must get a "G"
license if a firearm or weapon
is used. No more than 10 hours
of training can be required.
There are "G" licenses given to
"C" licensees who work for an
agency. "G" licensees can also

Only class "C" and "D" licensees
are permitted to carry a firearm.
They must obtain a class "G"
1 icense or a temporary "G" permi1
to do so.
The department may promulgate
rules restricting the use of

Same as present law except at
least 8 hours of training are
needed.
A shotgun provision has been
added which states a shotgun
can be used by a "G" licensee
but only if the department de-

Present Law:

493.09(1)

Insurance Requirement
·Present Law:
House PCB

:

493.09(2)
493.09

Trust Fund
Present Law:

493.18

:

493.16

House PCB

State Gun License and Permit
Present Law:
Sections - 493.21(1),
493.21(2)(b),
°
493.21(4)(a),
493.21(4)(b),
493.21(4)(c).

in business for himself must
also have an agency license
(class A).
Class D is changed from a watch
man, guard or patrolman con
tractor to watchman, guard, or
patrolman. A class D licehsee
in business for himself must
A person that repossesses motor
vehicles presently needs a class also have a class B agency
license.
C license.
Class E is a repossessor license
that is needed by persons re
possessing motor vehicles,
Class F is eliminated.
Class CC and class EE interns
are created.

Page 2

ISSUE

State Gun License and
Permit cont'd.
493.03(8),
493.19(7),
493 .05(6)(a),
493.19(4)

House PCB:

Advisory Council
Present Law,

SENATE PCB

HOUSE PCB

PRESENT LAW

be given to "F" licensees.
There is no limit to the number
of 45-day temporary "G" license
renewals. The "G" permit shall
remain in effect only during
the period the applicant is
employed as a guard.
The law is unclear as to who
must qualify for a temporary
"G" and permanent "G" license.

weapons other than firearms.
At least 8 hours of training are
needed to obtain a "G" license.
A temporary permit may be re
newed only once.

Advisory Council

Elimination

termines that extraordinary
circumstances exist.
Training requirement same as
House.
A temporary permit may be
renewed once and may only be
provided to valid class "F"
licensees.

, Same as present law.

493.23(3)

Practicing without a license
House PCB: 493.14(g)

The department has no authority The department is given autho
to discipline persons practicing rity to discipline persons
practicing without a license.
without a license.

Same as present law.

4 year degree or 5 years of law High school or equivalent.
enforcement or private investi Same as present law. Department
gation experience.
is mandated to set school stan
6 weeks of polygraph training
dards and enforce them.
Same as present law except the
in a school recognized and
approved by the state.
department is mandated to set
internship objective by rule.
1 year internship.
Competence, honesty, truthful Good moral character as defined
ness, trustworthy, good charac
in Part 1 is required.
character, and a reputation for
fair dealing are required.

No education required.
6 weeks of trai�ing. Department
shall license polygraph schools.
Same as present law.
Same as House.

PA.KT ll

License Requirements
Present Law:

493.42(n)

House PCB

493.43

:

Fees
Present Law:

493.44

:

493.44

House PCB

Annual fees of $50 for examinerE Biennial fees set by rule not to Same as House.
and $10 for interns.
exceed $150 for examiners and
$30 for interns. Department may
prorate fees.
Page 3

ISSUE
Voice Street Analysis
House PCB:

493.46

Advisory Council
Present Law:

493.53

Bond Requirement
Present Law:

493 .46

HOUSE PCB

PRESENT LAW

SENATE PCB

Chapter is silent; voice stress Devices other than the polygraph
analysis devices are unregulatec are prohibited in employment·
situations but are otherwise not
regulated.

Same as present law.

Advisory Council exists for
Part I and Part II

Eliminated

Same as present law.

$5,000 bond required, the same
as in 493.09

Eliminated

Same as present law.
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COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE, PLACED ON CALENDAR BY COMMERCE

-SJ 00809
CONCURRED; PASSED AS AMENDED; YEAS 35 NAYS
•SJ 00921; ORDERED ENGROSSED, THEN ENROLLED
SIGNED BY OFF?CERS AND PRESENTED TO GOVERNOR
APPROVED BY GOVERNOR CHAPTER NO. 80-254

0

S 0334 GENERAL BILL/CS BY GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS (SIMILAR H 18771
CEMETERIES & CEMETERY COMPANIES; (SUNSET) PROVIDES FOR REGULATION OF
CEMETERY COMPANIES BY BANKING & FINANCE DEPT.; EXEM PTS CEPTA!N
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APPROVED BY GOVERNOR CHAPTER NO. 80-238
06/30/80
S 0335 GENERAL BILL BY STEINBERG AND OTHERS (IDENTICAL H 06701
EDUCATION; INCREASES COST FACTOR FOR GIFTED PART-TIME PROGRAMS. AMENDS
EFFECTIVE DATE: UPON BECOMING LAW.
236.081.
02/22/80 SENATE PREFILED
02/25/80 SENATE REFERRED TO EDUCATION, WAYS AND MEANS
04/08/80 SENATE INTPODUCEO, REFEPREO TO EDUCATION, WAYS AND MEANS
-SJ 00036
04/21/80 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE EDUCATION
05/07/80 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE EDUCATION
05/20/80 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE EDUCATION
06/06/80 SENHE WITHDRAWN FROM EDUCATION, WAYS ANO MEANS; REFERRED TD
PULES ANO CALENDAR -SJ 01010
06/07/80 SENATE DIED IN COMMITTEE ON RULES AND CALENDAR
S 0336 GENERAL Bill BY HENDERSON (SI MILAR CS/H 03221
SWIMMING POOL WATER HEATERS; PROHIBITS use OF CERTAIN SWIMMING POOL
HEATERS; PROHIBITS INCLUSION Of SUCH HEATERS I N CONSTRUCTION OF,
MODIFICATION TO, OP ADDITION TO ANY SWIMMING POOL; PROVIDES EXCEPTIONS.
EFFECTIVE QATE: UPON BECOMING LAW.
02/22/80 SENATE PREF!LED
02/25/80 SENATE REFERRED TO COMMEPCE
04/08/80 SENATE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO COMMERCE -SJ 00036
04/21/80 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE COMMERCE
05/06/80 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE COMMERCE
05/22/80 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COM MITTEE COMMERCE
05/28/80 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE COMMERCE
06/06/80 SENATE WITHDRAWN FROM COMMERCE; REFERRED TO RULES ANO CALENDAR
-SJ 01010
06/07/80 SENATE 011:0 IN COMMITTEE ON RLILES ANO CALENDAR
S 0337 GENEPAL BILL/CS BY GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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COMPARE CS/H 07171
AQMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES; DIRECTS ADMINISTRATIVE PROCED URES COMHI TTEF
TO REVIEW AOMIN. RULES & REQUEST REPEAL OF CERTAIN RULES; SPECIFIES
PURPOSES FOR WHICH COM. IS TO EXAMINE PROPOSED & EXISTING RULES; DIRECTS
STATE DEPT. TO CONTRACT FOR PUBLICATION OF FLA. �DMIN. COOE, ETC. AMFNDS
rHS. 11, 120. APPROPPIAT!ON: $200,000. EFFECTIVE CATE: 07/01/80.
02/22/80 SENATE PREFILED
02/25/80 SENATE REFERRED TO GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS, WAys ANO MEANS
03/17/80 SENATE COMM. REPORT: C/S BY GOVERNMENTAL OPEPAT!ONS; NOW IN
WAYS ANO MEANS
04/08/80 SENATE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS, WAYS
ANO MEANS -SJ 00036; COMM. REPORT: C/S BY GOVERNMENTAL
OPERATIONS -SJ 00061; NOW IN WAYS AND MEANS -5J 00062
05/05/80 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE WAYS AND MEANS
05/13/ 80 SE"IATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE WAYS AND MEANS
05/21/80 SENATE COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE WITH AMEND., PLACED ON CALENDAR
ey WAYS ANO MEANS -sJ 00368
06/06/80 SENATE PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAR; WITHDRAWN FROM
CALENDAR, REFERRED TO RULES AND CALENDAR -SJ 01010
06/07/80 SENATE DIED IN COMMITTEE, IOEN./SIM./COMPARE Bill PASSED,
REFFR TO C/S HS 717 (CH. 80-3911
S 0338 GENERAL BILL/CS BY NATURAL RESOURCES ANO C ONSFRVAT!ON, TRASK AND OTHERS
(SIMILAR H 0695, COMPARE ENG/H 0715, ENG/H 16111
STATE-OWNED LANDS; PROVIDES DEFINITIONS FOR SINGLE & MlllTIPLE USES;
PFOVJDES THAT LANDS OWNED BY TIITF NOT DESIGNATED FOP SPECIFIC 5INGLE
llSE SHALL RECFIVE MULTIPLE-USE MGT.; PROVIDES EACH STATE AGENCY MANAGING
SUCH LANDS SUBMIT TO STATE LANDS DIV. & TIITF A LANO MGT 0 PL AN, ETC.
CFEATES 253.034. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/80.
02/22/80 SENATE PREFILED
02/25/80 SENATE REFERRED TO NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION, WAYS
ANO MEANS
04/08/80 SENHE INTPOOUCED, REFERRED TO NATURAL RESOURCFS ANO
CONSERVATION, WAYS ANO MEANS -SJ 00016
04/23/80 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE NATURAL RESOURCES
ANO CONSERVATION
04/30/80 SENATE COMM. REPORT: C/S BY NATURAL RESOURCES ANO CONSERVATION
-SJ 00230
05/01/80 SENA TE NOW IN WAYS AND MEANS -SJ 00230
05/05/80 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE WAYS ANO MEANS
05/13/80 SFNATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE WAYS AND MEANS
05/26/80 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE WAYS AND MEANS
06/06/80 SENATE WITHDRAWN FROM WAYS AND MEANS; REFERRED TO RULES AND
CALENDAR -SJ 01010
06/07/80 SENATE DIED IN COMMITTEE, IOEN./SIM./COMPARE BILL PASSED,
REFER TO HB 715 ICH. 80-2801
S 0339 GENERAL Bill/CS l'Y COMMERCE (COMPARE CS/H 17331
PAILPOAOS; (SUNSET) PPOVIOES POWERS OF P.s.c. RE REGULATION OF
RAILROADS; PROVfDES FOR RATE APPROVAL; REQUIRES COMMISSION APPROVAL FOR
DI SCONTINUANCE OF CERTAIN SERVICE: PROVIDES REQUIREMENTS RE FPEIGHT
RECEIPTS; PROVIDES FOR FEES, ETC. REPEALS NUMEROUS SECTIONS IN CH. 350.
EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/80.
02/22/80 SENATE PREFILED
02/25/80 SENATE REFERRED TO COMMERCE
03/17/80 SENATE COMM. REPORT: C/S PLACED ON CALENDAR By COMMERCE
04/08/80 SENATE INTPOOUCED, REFERRED TO COMMERCE -SJ 00036; COMM.
REPORT: C/S PLACED ON CALENDAR BY COMMERCE -SJ 00061:
PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAR; C/S READ FIQST TIME;
C/S PASSED; YEAS 39 NAYS
O -SJ 00063
04/10/80 HOUSE RECEIVED, REFER�EO TO REGULATORY R EFORM -HJ 00118
06/07/80 HOUSE DIED IN COMMITTEE, IOEN./SIM./COMP ARE BILL PASSED,
REFER TO C/S HB 1733 (CH. 80-2891
S 0340 GENERAL Bill/CS BY WAYS ANO MEANS, JUDICIARY-CRIMINAL (SIMILA�
ENG/H 11651
PRIVATE INVESTIGATIVE AGENCIES; CSUNSETI PROVIDES POWERS OF STATE DEPT.;
PROVIDES MGR. APPLY FOR LICENSE & FOR EMPLOYMENT OF CLASS "F" LICENSEE
AFTEP APPLICATION; ESTABLISHES APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR OWNERS/
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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DIRECTORS OF POLYGRAPH SCHOOLS, ETC. AMENOS/REVIVES/PEAOOPTS CH. 493;
REPEALS 790.0113). EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/80.
02/22/80 SENATE PREFILEO
02/25/80 SE�ATE REFEPRED TO JUDICIARY-CRIMINAL, WAYS ANO MEANS
03/13/80 SENATE COMM. REPORT: C/S BY JUDICIARY-CRIMINAL; NOW IN WAYS
ANO MEANS
03/19/80 SENATE COMM. PEPORT: C/S FOR C/S PLACED ON CALENDAR BY WAYS
ANO MEANS
04/08/80 SENATE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO JUDICIARY-CRIMINAL, WAYS AND
MEANS -SJ 00036; COMM. REPORT: C/S BY
JUDICIARy-CRIMINAL; NOW IN WAYS AND �EANS -SJ 00062;
COMM. REPORT: C/S FOR C/S PLACED ON CALENDAR BY WAYS
ANO MEANS -SJ 00061; PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAR;
C/S READ FIRST TIME; C/S PASSED; YEAS 38 NAYS
0
SJ 00072
RECEIVED,
REFERR
04/10/80 HOUSE
ED TO REGULATORY REFORM -HJ 00118
06/07/80 H�USE DIED IN COMMITTEE, IOEN./SIM./COMPARE BILL PASSED,
REFEP TO HB 1165 (CH, 80-2681
S 0341 GENERAL Bill SY CARLUCCI (COMPARE ENG/H 00661
PU8LIC RETIREMENT SYSTEMS; REQUIRES FORFEITURE OF CEPTAIN 8ENEF ITS U�DER
ANY SUCH SYSTEM BY ANY OFFICER OR EMPLOYEE CONVICTED OF A FELONY
INVOLVING USE OF SUCH OFFICE OR EMPLOYMENT; PROV[DES FOR FORFEITURE
HEAFJNG & FOP APPEAL FPOM FORFEITURE ORDER; PFOVIOES FOR RETURN OF
CERTAIN BENEFITS. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/BD.
02/22/80 SENATE PREFILED
02/25/80 SENATE REFERRED TO GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS
04/08/80 SENATE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS
-SJ 00037; ALSO REFERRED TO WAYS AND MEANS -SJ 00063
04/18/80 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE GOVERNMENT AL
OPERATIONS
04/24/80 SENATE COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE WITH AMEND, BY GOVERNMENTAL
OPERATIONS -SJ 00192
04/25/ 80 SENHE NOW IN WAYS AND MEANS -SJ 00192
05/05/80 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE WAYS AND MEANS
05/13/80 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIMF GRANTED COMMITTEc WAYS ANO MEANS
05/26/80 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE WAYS AND MEANS
06/06/80 SENATE WITHDRAWN FROM WAYS ANO MEANS; REFERRED TO RULES ANO
CALENDAR -SJ 01010
06/07/80 SENATE DIED IN COMMITTEE ON RULES ANO CALENDAR
S 0342 GENERAL BILL BY COMMERCE
BANKS & BANKING; (SUNSET! REPEALS CERTAIN SECTIONS RELATING TO SAVINGS
BANKS, REPEALS 654,001,,01-•09, EFFECTIVE DATE: 06/12/80.
02/22/80 SENATE PREFILED
02/25/80 SENATE REFERRED TO COMMERCE
03/13/80 SENATE COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE, PLACED ON CALENDAR BY
cop,iMERCE
04/08/80 SENATE I NTRODUCED, REFERRED TO COMMERCE -SJ 00037; COMM,
REPORT: FAVORABLE, PLACED ON CALENDAR BY COMMERCE
-SJ 00061; PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAR; PASSED;
YEAS 39 NAYS
O -SJ 00069
04/10/80 HOUSE RECEIVED, REFERRED TO COMMERCE -HJ 00118
05/15/80 HOUSE COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE, PLACED ON CALENDAR BY COMMERCE
HJ 00 475
05/26/80 HOUSE PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAR
05/28/80 HOUSE READ SECOND TIME; READ TH IRD TIME; PASSED; YEAS 112
NAYS
1 -HJ 00754
06/05/80 SENATE SIGNED BY OFFICERS AND PRESENTED TO GOVERNOR -SJ 00803
06/12/80
APPROVED BY GOVERNOR CH APTER NO. 80-101
S 0343 GENERAL BILL BY COMMERCE
INDUSTRIAL SAVINGS BANKS; (SUNSET) PROVIDES A DDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR
AUTHORITV TO ORGANIZE; PPOVIDES FOR EFFECT ON EXISTING INOUSTRIAL
SAVINGS BANKS; PROVIDES FOR PAYMENT OF DIVIDENDS & REIMBURSEMENT OF
JMPAIPED SUPPLUS, ETC. AMENOS/RENUMBERS/REAOOPTS/REPEALS CERTAIN
SECTIONS OF CH. 656. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/80,
02/22/80 SENATE PREFILEO
02/25/80 SENATE REFERRED TO COMMERCE
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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03/13/80 SENATE

COMM, REPORT• FAVORABLE, PLACED ON CALENDAR BY
COMMERCE
04 /08/80 SENHE INTROOUCFO, REFERRED TO COMMERCE -SJ 00037; COMM,
REPORT: FAVORABLE, "PLACED ON CALENDAR BY COMMERCF
·SJ 00061; PLACED ON SPECIAL OPDEP CALENDAR; PAS�FO;
YEAS 38 NAYS
O -SJ 00065
04/10/80 HOUSE RECEIVED, RE�ERRED TO COMMERCE -HJ 00118
05/23/80 HOUSE COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE WITH AMEND., PLACED ON CALENDAR
BY COMMERCE -HJ 00625
05/26/80 HOUSF PLACED ON SPECIAL OPOER CALENDAR
05/28/80 HOUSE READ SECOND TIME -HJ 00754; AMENDMENTS ADOPTED; PEAD
THIRD TIME; PASSED AS AMENDED; YEAS 110 NAYS
0
HJ 00758
05128/80 SE'lATE IN HOUSE MESSAGES
05/29/80 SENATE REPEFERREO TO COMMERCE -SJ 00450
06/05/80 SENATE COMM. PEPOPT: FAVORABLE, PLACED ON CALENDAR BY C�MMERCE
-SJ 00809
0
06/06/80 SENATF CONCURRED; PASSED AS AMENDED; YEAS 31 NAYS
-SJ 00925; ORDERED ENGROSSED, THEN FNROLLEO
06/25/80 SENATE SIGNED BY OFFICERS ANO PRESENTFO TO GoV•RNOR
APPPOVED BY GOVERNOR CHAPTER NO. 80-255
06/30/80
S 0344 GENEPAL BILL /CS BY COMMERCE

TELFPHO>IE 6 TELEGRAPH COMPANIES; I SUNSET! DELETES ANY REFERENCE TO
FF GULAT!ON OF TELEGRAPH COMPANIES; EXTENDS PERIOD IN WHICH P.s.c. MUST
DELIVFR STATEMENT OF CAUSE FOR WITHHOLDING CONSENT TO TELEPHONF CO,
REQUESTING NEW RATE SCHEDULE, ETC. AMENDS/REPEALS/REVIVES/READOPTS
CERTAIN secs. IN CH. 364. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/80.
02/25/80 �FNATE PREFILEO; REFERRED TO COMMERCE
03/17/80 SENATE COMM. REPORT: C/S PLACED ON CALENDAR BY COM�EPCE
04/08/80 SENATE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO COMMERCE -SJ 00037: roMM.
REPORT: C/S PLACED ON CALENDAR BY COMMERCE -SJ 00061;
PLACED ON SPECIAL OROEP CALENDAR; C/S READ FIRST T!Mf;
C/S PASSED; YEAS 39 NAYS
O -SJ 00064
04/10/80 HOUSE RECEIVED, REFERRED TO REGULATORY REFORM -HJ 00114
04/14/80 1-'0USE COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE, PLACED OM CALENDA R BY
REGULATORY REFORM -HJ 00160
04/18/80 HOUSE PLACED O 'l SPECIAL QROER CALENOAp; W!TH OO AWN FROM
CALENDAR, REFERRED TO APPROPRIATIONS -HJ 00192
05/05/80 HOUSE COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE, PLACED ON CALENDAR BY
APPROPRIATIONS -HJ 00316; PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDER
CALENDAR
05/07/80 HOUSE READ SECOND TIME -HJ 00349
1 HJ 00365
05/08/80 HOUSE PEAD THIRD TIME; PASSED; YEAS 105 NAYS
05/16/80 SENATE Si'GNED BY OFFICERS ANO PRESE'lTEO TO GOVERNOR -SJ 00365
APPROVED BY GOVERNOR CHAPTER NO, 80-36 -SJ 00412
05/22180

S 0345 GENERAL BILL/CS BY COMMERCE CCOMPARE CS/H 1635, H 18671
MOTOR CARRIERS & FREIGHT FORWARDERS; CSUNSETI PROHIBITS ANY MOTOR
CARRIER FR01 OPEPATING IN THIS STATE WITHOUT A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC
CONVENIFNCE & NECESSITY FROM P.s.c. UNLESS SPECIFICALLY EXEMPTED;
PPOVIDES REGULATION OF TAXICABS, ETC. AMENDS/REPEALS/PEVJVES/READDPTS
CERTAIN secs. IN CH . 323. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/80,
02(25/80 SENATE PREF!LEO; REFERRED TO COMMERCE
03/17/80 SENATE COMM. REPORT• C/S PLACED ON CALENDAR ev (OMMFRrF
04/08/80 SENATE lNTRDOuCED, PEFEPREO TO COMMERCE -SJ OOtf'lR; COMM.
REPORT: C/S PLACEO ON CALENDAR BY CPMMERCE -SJ 00061;
WITHDRAWN FROM CALENDAR, REREFERREO TO WAYS ANO MEANS
-SJ 00062; COMM, REPORT: FAVORABLE, PLACED ON CALENDAR
BY WAYS AND MEANS -SJ 00077
04/09/80 SENATE PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAR; C/S READ FIRST TIME
-SJ 00084; C/S PASSED AS AMENDED; YE AS 29 NAYS
7
-SJ 00088
04/16/80 HOUSE PECEIVED, REFERRED TO REGULATORY REFORM -HJ 00167
05/20/80 SENATE REQUESTED HOUSE TO RETURN -SJ 00336
05/22/80 HOUSE WITHDRAWN FROM REGULATORY REFORM; RETURNED -HJ 00544
05/22/80 SENATE IN HOUSE MESSAGES
05/28/80 SENATE REREFERREO TO COMMERCE -SJ 00 416
06/06/80 SENATE WITHDRAWN FROM COMMERCE; REFERRED TO RULES AND CALENDAR
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

FLORIDA LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION - 1980
07/30/80

17:51

HISTORY OF HOUSE BILLS

PAGE 271

H 1162 LOCAL BILL BY MARTINEZ ANO OTHERS
HILLSBOROUGH CO./TAMPA/TRANSIT SYS.; PROVIDES FOR ELIGIBILITY OF A
CERTAIN NAMEO EMPLOYEE OF CITY OWNEO TRANSIT SYSTEM OF TAMPA TO RECEIVE
P�ST SEPVJCE CREDITS IN GENERAL EMPLOYEES PENSION FUND. EFFECTIVE OATE:
06/19/80.
04/14/80 HOUSE INTPOOUCEO, REFE�REO TO COMMUNITY AFFAIRS -HJ 00146
05/08/80 HOUSE COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE, PLACED ON CALENDAR BY
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS -HJ 00371
0
05 /09/80 HOUSE READ SECOND AND THIRD TIMES; PASSEO; YEAS 104 NAYS
-HJ 00395; IMMEDIATELY CERTIFIED
05/14/80 SENATE RECEIVED, REFERRED TO RULES AND CALENDAR -SJ 00303
05 /20/80 SENATE WITHDRAWN FROM RULES AND CALENDAR; PLACED ON LOCAL
CALENDAR -SJ 00332; PASSED; YEAS 39 NAYS
0
SJ 00357
06/03/80 HOUSE SIGNED By OFFICERS AND PRESENTED TO GOVERNOR -HJ 01013
06/19/80
BECAME LAW WITHOUT GOVERNOR•$ SIGNATURE
CHAPTEP NO. 80-615
H 1163 LO CAL BILL B Y HODES ANO OTHERS
HILLSBOROUGH CO./HDSP. & WELFARE BO.; ABOLISHES HOSPITAL & WELFAPE BOAPD
OF HILLSBOROUGH co.; PROVIDES FOR TRANSFER OF ASSETS, EMPLOYEES, DUTIES
& RESPONSIBILITIES OF DIVISIONS OF SAID BOARD.
EFFECTIVE DATE:
06/05/80,
04/14/80 HOUSE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO COMMUNITY AFFAIRS -HJ 00146
05/08/80 HOUSE COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE, PLACED ON CALENDAR BY
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS -HJ 00371
0
05/09/80 HOUSE READ SECOND ANO THIRD TIMES; PASSED; YEAS 104 NAYS
-HJ 00396; IMMEDIATELY CERTIFIED
05 /14/ 80 SENATE PECEIVEO, REFERRED TO RULES ANO CALENDAR -SJ 00304
05/20/80 SENATE WITHDRAWN FROM RULES ANO CALENDAR; PLACED ON LOCAL
0
CALENDAR -SJ 00332; PASSE D; YEAS 39 NAYS
-SJ 00357
05/28/80 HOUSE SIGNED BY OFFICERS AND PRESENTED TO GOVERNOR -HJ 00822
06/05/80
BECAME LAW WITHOUT GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE
CHAPTER NO. 80-509 -HJ 01194
H 1164 LCCAL BILL B Y HODES ANO OTHERS
HILLSBOROUGH CO./HOSPITAL AUTHORITY; CREATES & ESTABLISHES HILLSBOROUGH
CO. HOSPITAL AUTHORITY; STATES PURPOSE OF ACT; STATES THAT BOUNDARIES OF
AU THOPITY SHALL BE BOUNDARIES OF HILLSBOROUGH co.; CREATES GOVERNING
BODY, COMPOSITION & APPT.; PROVIDES FOR TRANSFER OF ASSETS & PROPFRTY,
ETC. EFFECTIVE DATE: 06/05/80.
04/14/80 HOUSE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO COMMUNITY AFFAIRS -HJ 00146
05/08/80 HOUSE COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE, PLACED ON CALENDAR BY
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS -HJ 00371
05/09/80 HOUSE PEAD SECOND ANO THIRD TIMES; PASSED; YEAS 103 NAYS
-HJ 00396; IMMEDIATELY CERTIFIED
05/14/80 SENATE RECEIVED, REFERRED TO RULES AND CALENDAR -SJ 00304
05/20/80 SENATE WITHDRAWN F ROM RULES ANO CALENDAR; PLACED ON LOCAL
CALENDAR -SJ 00332; PASSED; YEAS 39 NAYS
0
-SJ 00357
05/28/80 HOUSE SIGNED BY OFFICERS ANO PRESENTED TO GOVERNOR -HJ 00822
06/05/80
BECAME LAW WITHOUT G OVERNOR'S SIGNATURE
CHAPTEP NO. 80-510 -HJ 01194
H

1165 GENERAL BILL BY REGULATORY REFORM (SIMILAR CS/S 03401
INVESTIGATIVE AGENCIES; SUBSTANTIALLY REVISES PROVISIONS RE
INVESTIGATIVE A GENCIES, REDEFINES TERMS, PROVIDES FOR ACCESS BY STATE
DEPT, TO CRIMINAL JUSTICE INFO. & SPECIFIES CLASSES OF LICENSES; D EFINES
TERMS, PROVIDES FOR RULES & LICENSE REQUIREMENTS RE DECEPTION DETECTORS,
ETC. AMENDS CH. 493. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/80.
04/08/80 HOUSE INTRODUCED, PLACED ON CALENDAR -HJ 00088
04/09/80 HOUSE PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAR
04/16/80 HOUSE REAO SECOND TIME; AMENDMENTS ADOPTED -HJ 00170
04/18/80 HOUSE WITHDRAWN FROM CALENDAR, REFERRED TD APPROPRIATIONS
-HJ 00192
04/21/80 HOUSE WITHDRAWN FROM APPROPRIATIONS -HJ 00212; PLACED ON
CALENDAR

04/22/80 HOUSE READ THIRD TIME; AMENDMENTS ADOPTED; PASSED AS AMENDED;
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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YEAS 106 NAYS
4 -HJ 00220
04/22/ 80
04/24/80 SENATE RECEIVED, REFERRED TO JUOICIARY-CRIMINAL, WAYS ANO
MEANS -SJ 00169
05/06/80 SENATE COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE WITH AMEND. BY
JUDICIARY-CRIMINAL -SJ 00255
05 /07/80 SFNATE NOW IN WAYS ANO MEANS -SJ 00255
05/13/80 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE WAYS ANO MEANS
05/20/80 SENATE WITHDRAWN FROM WAYS AND MEANS -SJ 00335; PLACED ON
CALENDAR
05129/80 SENATE PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAR; PASSED AS AMENDED;
YEAS 35 NAYS
O -SJ 00524
06 /03/80 HOUSE CONCURRED; PASSED AS FURTHER AMENDED; YEAS 89 NAYS
-HJ 00976; ORDERED EIIGROSSED, THEN ENROLLED
06/19/80 HOUSE SIGNED BY OFFICERS ANO PRESENTED TO GOVERNOR
06/30/ 80
APPROVED BY GOVERNOR CHAPTER NO. 80-268

6

H 1166 GENERAL BILL BY SPAET ANO OTHERS (IDENTICAL S 08891
PUBLIC SAFETY; DIRECTS STATE FIRE MARSHAL TO STUDY NEED FOR EARLY
WARNING FIRE DETECTION EQUIPMENT IN All MULTI-FAMILY DWELLINGS.
EFFECTIVE DATE: UPON BECOMING LAW.
04/14/80 HOUSE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO INSURANCE -HJ 00146
06/07/80 HOUSE DIED IN COMMITTEE, IDEN./SIM./COMPARE BILL PASSED,
REFER TO SB 889 (CH. 80-3271
H 1167 GENERAL Bill BY SILVEP !IDENTICAL S 06091
CONSUMER F{NANCE; INCREASES LOAN CEILING FROM $2,500 TO S25,000;
PROVIDES THAT ON LOANS IN EXCESS OF S2,500, INTEREST CHARGE SHALL NOT
EXCEED 18% PEP ANNUM SIMPLE INTEREST; PERMITS TITLE INS. & REAL PROPFR T Y
APPRAISAL FEES TO BE CHARGED TO BORROWER; PROVIDES REPAYMENT SCHEDULE,
ETC. AMENDS CH. 516. EFFECTIVE CATE: 10/01/80.
04/14/80 HOUSE TARGETED FOR PRIVATE SECTOR IMPACT; INTRODUCED ,
REFERRED TO COMMERCE -HJ 00146
04/15/80 HOUSE SU8REFERRED TO SUBCOMMITTEE ON BANKINGS FINANCE
05/01/80 HOUSE COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE, PLACED ON CALENDAR BY COMMERCE
-HJ 00303
06/06/80 HOUSE PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAR; READ SECOND TIME;
READ THIRD TIME; PASSED; YEAS 78 NAYS 14 -HJ 01203
06/06/80 SENATE RECEIVED; SUBSTITUTED FOR SB 609; PASSED; YEAS 26 NAYS
3 -SJ 01003
06/07/80 HOUSE ORDERED ENROLLED
06/24/80 HOUSE SIGNED BY OFFICERS AND PRESENTED TO GOVEPNOR
BECAME LAW WITHOUT GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE
07 /l 0/80
CHAPTER NO. 80-412
H 1168 GENERAL BILL BY MARTIN
FLORIDA RETIREMENT SYSTEM; PROVIDES THAT CERTAIN RETIPEO MEMBERS DF
RETIPEMENT SYSTEMS WHICH BECAME PART OF FLORIDA RETIREMENT SYSTEM SHALL
HAVE THEIR RETIPEMENT BENEFITS RECALCULATED BASED UPON BEST 5 YEARS OF
LAST 10 YEARS OF CREDITABLE SERVICE PRIOP TO RETIREMENT. CREATES
121.092. APPROPRIATION. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/80.
04/14/80 HOUSE TARGETED FOR STATE FISCAL IMPACT; INTRODUCED, REFERRED
TQ RETIREMENT, PERSONNEL & COLLECTIVE BARGAINING,
APPROPRIATIONS -HJ 00146
06/07/80 HOUSE OIED IN COMNITTEE ON RETIREMENT, PERSONNEL & COLL ECTIVE
BARGAINING

H 1169 GENERAL Bill BY MARTIN
STATE- ADMINISTERED RETIREMENT SYS.; INCREASES MAXIMUM COST-OF-LIVING
ADJUSTMENT AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS OF FLORIDA RETIREMENT SYSTEM OR ANY
STATE-ADMINISTERED RETIREMENT SYSTEM; REQUIRES EMPLOYERS TO MAKE
CONTRIBUTIONS ON BEHALF OF EMPLOYEES TO FUND INCREASE, ETC, AMENDS
121.101. EFFECTIVE CATE: 07/01/80.
04/14/80 HOUSE TARGETED FOR LOCAL FISCAL IMPACT; TARGETED FOR PRIVATE
SECTOR IMPACT; TARGETED FOR STATE FISCAL IMPACT;
INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO R ETIREMENT, PERSONNEL &
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING, APPROPRIATIONS -HJ 00147
06/07/80 HOUSE DIEC IN COMMITTEE ON RETIREMENT, PERSONNEL & COLLECTIVE
BARGAINING
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Introduction

I.

Introduction

The Regulatory Reform Act of 1976, section 11.61, Florida
Statutes, provides for a systematic repeal of statutes which

_ e_ of �_r ticular-_ p_ro_fession�
_ try _ and _ _ P ractic
_ te
_ _ �he _ _ ! n_i �ial_ en
_ --�-��-ul�
_____ __ _ ___ _
and occupations. Each year several statutes are scheduled for
repeal unless reenacted by the Legislature after an orderly
review process.

This review concerns chapter 493 of the Florida

Statutes relating to investigative agencies and deception detectors
which was repealed by chapter 77-457, Laws of Florida, effective
July 1, 1980.

The Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 sets forth the criteria
for the review of statutes scheduled for repeal.

These criteria

mandate a determination of whether the law relating to investigative

agencies and deception detectors is a legitimate exercise of the
state's police power.

More specifically, the primary question

considered in this review is:
Is the law relating to investigative agencies and
deception detectors necessary to protect the public
health, safety, or welfare from significant and
discernable harm or damage?
If the answer is negative, the statute must fall.

However,

if the answer is positive, then the statute must be evaluated

to determine if it is tailored to address the potential for
significant public harm at the least possible public cost.

This review begins with an examination of the origin and
operation of chapter 493 of the Florida Statutes.

An effort

was made to avoid lengthy quotations from the statutes; the
entire chapter is set forth in the Appendix.

1

Enforcement of

the law is then addressed with a review of the governmental
entity that enforces it.

Finally, the costs and benefits of

the law are evaluated from the perspective of the regulating
entity, the industry, and the public.

These findings are

followed by recommendations and conclusions.

The information contained in this review ts a product of

staff research, meetings with the staff of the Division of

Licensing of the Department of State, and communicating with

members of the advisory council, private investigators, guards,

polygraph examiners, and the public.

2
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II.

Summary

This review addresses the question of whether the Legislature

should reenact, revise, or rep�a1· chapter 493, Florida Statutes,
Investigative Agencies; Dec��tton Detectors,

The report consists

of a summary of the statutory requirements and a review of the
enforcement of the statute by the Division of Licensing of the
Department of State. The review will attempt to answer the

questions posed by the Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 regarding

the public health, safety, or welfare.

Chapter 493 licenses and regulates private investigative

agencies; watchman, guard, or patrolman agencies; private

detectives; watchman, guard, or patrolman contractors; branch

offices; unarmed guards; armed guards; detection of deception

examiners; and detection of deception interns. Annual licenses

are issued to each of the three types of agencies and six classes

of individuals.

The Department of Professional Regulation issues

the actual license and maintains a computerized list of licenses

through an interagency agreement with the Division of Licensing.
In 1963, the Legislature enacted a law to license private

investigative agencies, guard agencies, private detectives, and

contractors.

In 1967, detection of deception examiners and interns

were added to the list of those required to be licensed.

Finally,

in 197 5 the so -ca11ed Guard Bil 1 expanded licensing to una rm ed
II

and armed guards.

11

Approximately 50,000 licenses were issued by

the division in 1979 under the authority of chapter 493.

There are two sections of chapter 493 which restrict

competition - sections 493.04, .43, Florida Statute�.
3

Section

493.04 requires that each person who actively directs the
business of a private investigative or guard agency shall have
at least three years experience performing the type of service

permitted under the ltcense applied for or the equivalent in a
related field.
state.

One year of such expertence shall be within this

Section 493.43 requires a person who has applied for a

detection of deception license to have a four year college d�gree

or a high school degree and five years experience as an investigator
with a municipal, county, state or federal agency; six weeks of
training at a polygraph school; and a year internship.
The Department of State has always been responsible for
administering chapter 493.
in 1974.

The Division of Licensing was created

The chapter provides for a trust fund into which armed

guard license renewal fees are deposited.

All other license fees

are deposited into the General Revenue Fund and money ts appropriated
from both funds to operate the division.

For FY 1979-80, the

division was appropriated $427,212 and twenty�five positions to
administer the Private Investigative Agency Law (Fla. Stat. ch. 493},
Private Employment Law (Fla. Stat. ch. 449), and Charitable
Organizations (Fla. Stat. ch. 496).
With the exception of unarmed and armed_ guards, the division
investigates the background of all appl·icants for a license to

determine if they meet statutory requirements.

The division also

receives complaints; investigates the complaints; conducts
administrative hearings; issues, renews, revokes, and suspends
licenses; imposes fines; approves firearm instructors; approves
polygraph schools; and conducts advisory council meetings.

4

The

investigative work is done by regional representatives who are

not organizationally located in the division, but rather in the
Office of the Secretary of State.
In FY 1979, there were a total of 47,793 licens·e$1·.r.:

issued.

The largest category was unarmed guards accounting for

78 percent of the total number of licenses.

In 1978, the

division denied approximately l percent of the total licenses
applied for.

Accordtng to the dfvtston, the prtrnary reason for

the denials was failure to respond to the bureau contact letter.
In the last five years, there has been a total of 538
complaints pertaining to chapter 493.
were made in 1979.

Two-hundred of these

The majority of the complaints were

initiated by the state and concerned license law violations.

The division estimated the department t s cost to administer

chapter 493 for FY 1978-79 to be $322,775.

In the same period,

the division collected approximately $483,209 in license fees
and fines.

Thus, the total revenue exceeded the total cost by

$160,436.
The cost of regulation ts probably passed on to the consumer.

Consequently, the security industry is regulated at little or

no cost to itself.

The industry benefits through restrictive

experience and entry requirements, input from the advisory council,
and credibility and prestige afforded by state licensure.

The cost of regulation is most likely borne by the public.

Although. the ,exact·am_ount cannot be··ascertained, the amount is
generally considered to be insignificant.

The public benefits

by the law requiring the agencies, private investigators, and
5

and guards to meet certain minimum requirements, i.e., the armed
guard's gun training requirements.

Additionally, the public

benefits because the licensees, with the exception of guards,

are required to be bonded and insured.

It is concluded that the repeal of chapter 493, Florida
Statutes, would stgnificantly endanger the health, safety, and
welfare of the consuming public, as well as, the public at large.

6
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III. Findings
A.

The Law
l.

History

In 1963, the Legislature enacted chapter 63-340,

Laws of Florida, and created chapter 493 of the Florida Statutes.
Chapter 493 provided for the licensing and regulating of private
investigative agencies; watchman, guard and patrolman agencies;
private detectives; and watchman, guard, or patrolman contractors.
The Secretary of State was vested with the power, jurisdiction,

and authority to issue and revoke licenses.

Chapter 65-380, s.ection 5 ?

Laws of Florida, added a fifth type of license - the branch office.
In 1967, chapter 67-144, Laws of Florida, amended
chapter 493 by adding part II which provided for the licensing

and regulation of detection of deception examiners and the
detection of deception interns.

This function was also assigned

to the Department of State.

In 1975, the kegislature enacted chapter 75-230, Laws

of Florida, the so-called "Guard Bill," that amended chapter 493

to provide for the licensing of an unarmed watchman, guard, or
patrolman and the issuance of a statewide gun permit.
the Legislature again amended chapter 493.

In 1976,

Chapter 76-170,

Laws of Florida, provided, among other things, that guard licenses

shall expire on the licensee's date of birth.

The Guard Bill

greatly increased the number of licenses issued by the division
and subject to its regulation.

The new expiration date resulted

in additional renewals and proration of fees.

The agency responsible for the administration of chapter 493
7

is the Division of Licensing in the Department of State.

Prior

to the creation of the division in 1974, the licensing functions
assigned to the Department of State were carried out by the
Bureau of Licensing in the Division of Corporations.

Until

July 1977, the division, like the old Bureau of Licensing, was
located in Miami.
Tallahassee.

Presently, the division is headquartered in

The division was reorganized in 1979 and is presently
composed of two bureaus - the Bureau of License Issuance and
the Bureau of Regulation and Enforcement.

Chapter 493 is

primarily administered by the Bureau of License Issuance, although,

the Bureau of Regulation and Enforcement licenses and regulates
detection of deceptton examiners.

The Bure�u-Chtef·reports.directly

to the Division Director, and the director reports to the Assistant
Secretary of State, as well as, the Deputy Secretary of State.
2.

Intent

Chapter 493 does not contain an expression of legislative
intent.

However, the whereas clauses in chapter 75-230, Laws of

Florida, �hich provided for the licensing of armed and unarmed

guards, do· reflect the Legislature's concern in regulatiryg

persons and agencies who perform specified security services:
WHEREAS, there have been a substantial number
of recent occurrences within the private security
industry that demand that each watchman, guard or
patrolman have certain qualifications, and
WHEREAS, the rapidly expanding watchman, guard
and patrolman industry has a significant impact
upon the economy and well-being of the people of
this state, and

8

WHEREAS, it is the legislative intent to require
that all persons and agencies who perform specified
security services be licensed and meet requirements
of the state to prevent undesirable, unqualified or
incompetent persons from victimizing the public,
NOW, THEREFORE,
3.

Requirements
a) Introduction
Chapter 493 provides for the issuance of nine

types of licenses.

Part I, Private Investigative Agencies,

Patrol Agencies, etc., provides for the issuance of the

following licenses:

- Private investigative agency, (Class A).
- Watchman, guard, or patrolman agency, (Class B).
- Private detective, (Class C).
- Watchman, guard, or patrolman contractor, (Class D).

- Branch office, (Class E).

- Unarmed watchman, (Class F).

- Statewide gun permit, (Class G).

A private investigative agency and a watchman,

guard, or patrolman agency means and includes any person, firm,
company, partnership, or corporation engaged in the business
of employing and furnishing for hire private investigators
and watchmen, guards, or patrolmen, respectively.

The

private detective and the watchman, guard, or patrolman
contractor are not permitted to hire any full-time or part
time private investigator or watchman, guard, or patrolman.
The unarmed and armed guards are authorized to do business
only as an employee of another person, firm, company,
partnership, or corporation.
9

Part II, Regulation of Detection of Deception
Examiners, provides for issuance of the following licenses:
Detection of deception examiners.

- Detection of deception interns.
The detection of deception examiner includes
any person who uses any instrument which records the examinee's
cardiovascular and respiratory patterns for the purpose of
detecting truth or deception.

An intern is a trainee who

must operate such instrument under the supervision of a
licensed examiner.

b) Private Investigative Agencies, Patrol
Agencies, Etc.
(1) Licensing

Section 493.04, Florida Statutes, provides
that each corporation applying for an agency license must be

organized or authorized to do business under the laws of this
state and have the capacity to make valid contracts and to
sue and be sued in the state.
The section also provides that "(e]ach person,

each partner, the president of a corporation, and the officer

or manager who actively directs the business of the corporation
shall have at least three years experience performing the type
of service permitted under the license applied for or the
equivalent thereof in related fields."

As will be discussed below,

when a partnership or corporation applies for a license, the
agency license is issued or denied based on the qualifications
of the partners or corporate officers.
10

There are, therefore,

two types of partners or corporate officers.

One, without

qualifying experience, who may own but not direct the agency
and a second, with qualifying experience, who may own and
direct the agency.

The qualified partner or corporate

officer's name is included on the license issued to the agency.
Section 493.04 also requires that one year of
such experience shall be within the state.

It is worth noting

that in 1977 the United States District Court for the·· Northern
District of Florida, in a well reasoned opinion, held a three
year residency requirement for a private employment agency
license unconstitutional.

The court in Willard v. Smathers,

Case No. 77-0766, found the residency requirement violative
of an individual's fundamental right to travel.

It may be

possible to justify a one year residency requirement with a
legitimate state interest.
Section 493.21, Florida Statutes, provides that

an applicant for a statewide gun permit must meet a minimum

training criteria for weapons and firearms, not to exceed ten
hours, which shall be promulgated by the department.
(2) Application

According to section 493.03, Florida Statutes,
the issuance of any agency license is based on the qualifications
of each person, partner, or in the case of a corporation, each
corporate officer who manages or has a financial interest in the
agency.

Each applicant is required to:
- File a written application signed and verified
11

by the individual applicant.
following information:

The application must contain the

(a} Full name and tttle of position held

with applicant;

(bl Age, date, and place of birth;

(c} The present resident address and the

resident address for the last five years;
the last five years;
or older;

{d) Present occupation and occupation for

(e) A statement that he is 18 years of age
(f) Name and address of business;

(g) Address of all in-state branch offices;

(h) The names and addresses of all partners,

officers, or directors;

(i) A full set of fingerprints and a

photograph taken within the last two years;

(j) A statement of qualifying experience;

(k) A statement of any or all arrests; and

(l) Such further facts as may be required

by the department to show that the person signing the application
is competent, honest, truthful, trustworthy, of good character

and bears a reputation for fair dealing.

- Submit a $25 application fee.

(3) Investigations

Prior to the issuance of any license, section

493.07(1), Florida Statutes, requires the department to make
12

individual investigations of the general fitness and suitability,
including the mental and physical fitness, of applicants for

license.

These investigations shall include:

- A thoro�gh background investigation of the
individual's. general character and reputation ·for honesty,
truthfulness, moral fitness, and fair dealing.
- An examination of fingerprint records and
police records.
- Such other investigations of individuals as

the department may deem necessary.

Subsection (2) provides that prior to the issuance

of a statewide gun permit the department shall make an additional
investigation which shall include:

- Fingerprint records,

- Police records,

- General mental and physical fitness to carry
a weapon or firearm.
Although the language of the statute indicates

otherwise, you will note that subsection (2} adds no additional
requirements to subsection (1).
(4) Bond and Insurance
Before the issuance of a license, section 493.09,
Florida Statutes, requires the applicant to post a surety bond
payable to the governor of this state in the sum of $5,000
conditioned upon the faithful and honest performance of the
licensee of the business so licensed.
for an unarmed or armed guard license.
13

No bond shall be required

In addition, each licensee shall file with the

department a certificate of insurance evidencing comprehensive

general liability coverage for death, bodily injury, and personal

injury.

Coverage shall include false arrest, detention or

imprisonment, malicious prosecution, libel, slander, defamation

of character, and violation of the right of privacy in the

amount of $100,000 per person and $300,000 per occurrenee and
property damage in the amount of $100,000 per occurr�nce.

However, this requirement shall not apply to those who receive

a branch office license or an unarmed or armed guard license.
(5) Grounds for Denial

Section 493.08, Florida Statutes, provides that

the grounds for denial of a license shall be:

- Conviction of a felony in this or any other

state where civil rights have not been restored;

- Conviction of a crime involving moral turpitude

or dishonest dealing;

- Has not reached his 18th birthday;

- Failure to meet the experience qualifications

required by section 493.04;

- Failure to meet character qualifications;

- Falsifying application for license;

license; and

- Conducting business without benefit of proper
- Failure to meet any qualification or requirement

or, for any cause which, if the applicant had already been licensed,

would be grounds for revocation of such license.
14

(6) License Fees

Section 493.06, Florida Statutes, provides

fees applicable to the licenses provided under part I:

- Class A! Private investigative agency:
$100.

- Class B. Watchman, guard, or patrolman agency:
$100.

- Class C. Private detective:
$50.

- Class D. Watchman, guard, or patrolman contractor;
$25.

- Class E. Branch office:
$25.

- Class F. Unarmed watchman, guard, or patrolman
employee:

$10.

- Class G. Statewide gun permit:
$25.

In addition to the initial license fees, the

department may charge the following fees:
- $25 application fee.

However, unarmed and

armed guards are not .requir.ed to pay 1thts fee.

. ,,,

- $5 fee for the replacement of an unarmed and

armed guard laminated.li�ense card.
license.

- $10 fee for the transfer of an armed79tiard

- $10 application fee for the change of location

of any place of business.

Unarmed and· ar�ed guards are not . r equired
15

to pay this fee.

Renewal fees for all ltcenses shall be the

same as the origtnal fee except that the renewal fee for armed

guards shall be $15.

The statute requires that all fees ? except the
$25

applicatton and the $10 ·fee for change of location, are to

be paid to the department by certffted check or money order

or, at the discretion of the department, by company check at
the time the license is issued.
(7) Exemptions
Section 493. 11, Florida Statutes, exempts the follow

ing entities from the licensing requirements of·part I of chapter 493:
- Any detective or officer belonging to the

agencies of the United States or this state or any county or
municipality of this state, while performing his offtctal duties.
- Special police appointed by the state, city,

or county while performing his official duties.

- Licensed insurance investigators or adjustors.
- Any person employed as an unarmed special

agent, detective, or private investigator exclusively in

connection with the affairs of that employer - tn-house guards.
- Any person or agency furnishing information

as to a financial responsibility of a business or person.

- Any corporation authorized by the state to

operate a central burglar or fire alarm protectton business.
- Attorneys and to any person employed exclusively
and solely by such attorney.
16

- Any state or national bank or bank holding
company, credit union, or small loan company, consumer credit
reporting agency, or collection agency.
- Watchman, guards, or patrolman of armored

car services when such armored car services are regulated in
any way by the Public Service Commisston.
(See Fla. Stat. s. 493.01(6})

The Division of Licensing issues approximately

48,000 licenses yearly.

They estimate the statute �xempts

100,000 people from obtaining a license.
(8) Renewal of License
Section 493. 10(1), Florida Statutes, provides

that all licenses, except unarmed and armed guard licenses,

expire at midnight on June 30 of each year.

Unarmed and armed

guard licenses expire on the date of birth of the licensee.

Section 493. 12, Florida Statutes, outlines the procedure for

license renewals.

At least 90 days prior to the expiration date

of the license, the department shall mail to each licensee a
written notice of the expiration and a renewal form.

The licensee

shall renew his license by filing with the department, at least
45 days prior to expiration, the renewal form, the full license

fee (except an armed guard renewal fee is $15), and posting the
surety bond.

If a licensee fails to renew his license before

it expires, a late fee equal to the full license fee is charged.
No license fee shall be renewed six or more months after the
expiration date.

Before an armed guard license is renewed, the

licensee shall fulfill health and training requirements which
17

the department shall promulgate by rule.
(9) Temporary License
All licensing requirements must be met by the
applicants prior to performing the type of service fdr which the
license is issued with two exceptions:

Section 493.04(2), Florida

Statutes, allows an unarmed guard to be employed by an agency after
submitting his application, but before his application is approved,
and, section 493.21{ 4)(c), Florida Statutes, ,provides that the

department may issue a 45 day temporary license to an armed guard.
The temporary license may be issued after completion of an

investigation of the individual's Florida police record and the
investigation indicates that the individual is fit to carry a
weapon or firearm.

In addition, the individual must meet the

physical fitness and minimum training criteria for weapons and

firearms, not to exceed ten hours, as promulgated by the
department.

The temporary license is renewable.

c) Detection of Deception_Examiaer
( l ) L i c e n s i n g _ ..

________

Section 493.43, Florida Statutes, provides that
before an applicant is qualified to receive a license he must:
- Be at least 18 years of age;
- Establish that he is a person of honesty,
truthfulness, integrity, moral fitness, and has a reputation
for fair dealing;
- Have not been convicted of a misdemeanor
involving moral turpitude or a felony;
- Have not been discharged under any. other than
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honorable conditions from any of the armed forces of the United
States;

- Have a bachelor�s degree from a full four

year college recognized as such by the department or a hJgh

school diploma and five years experience as an invest�gator

w ith a mun i Ci �a-1,- �Q-lHl-'G--Y,- �t�t-e,--e-r---feel-�r>a--1---�n-e-y<-=;- - - � � - � ��-
- Have satisfactorily completed a stx week

formal training course in the use of the instrument at a school

approved by the department.

- Have completed a minimum of one year as a

licensed intern examiner under the supervision of a qualified

examiner in this state.

(2} Application

Section 493.42, Florida Statutes i provides. that

the individual requesting the license must submit a sJgned and

verified application containing general biographical information,
as well as, proof of the education and training requirements.

He must also submit a statement of all or any arrests, a set of

fingerprints, and a recent photograph.
is to accompany the application.
(3)

A $25 fee to cover costs

Investigation

According to section 493.45, Florida Statutes,

the department shall make such individual investigations of
applicants for licenses as it may deem necessary.
(4) Bond

Section 493.46, Florida Statutes, requires

each individual licensee to post a $5000 bond payable to the
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governor of this state conditioned upon faithful and honest
conduct and performance of the licensee.
(5) License Fees

Section 493.44, Florida Statutes, sets the
license fees applicable to the two types of licenses provided
under part II:

Detection of deception examiners:
- Detection of deception interns:
(6) Exemptions

$50.
$10.

Section 493.41, Florida Statutes, exempts a
detection of deception examiner employed by a municipal, county,
state, or federal agency from the licensing requirements, so long
as, his sole use of the instrument is in the performance of his
official duties.

(7) Renewal
According to section 493.50, Florida Statutes,
the licenses issued pursuant to part II of chapter 493 shall be
for a period of one year and are renewed by the department in
the same manner and under the same provisions as the licenses

issued pursuant to part I.
(8) Reciprocity
Section 493.49, Florida Statutes, provides that an
examiner licensed in another state may be issued a license by the
department if he meets this state's minimum age and good character
requirements and if the requirements of the state under which he was
licensed are substantially equivalent to the requirements of this state.
In addition, the applicant m�st have held his out-of-state license
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for five years from a state which grants reciprocity to license
holders of this state.
4.

Prohibited Atts and Penalties

Section 493.02, Florida Statutes, provides the department
with the authority to issue and revoke licenses to private
investigative agencies; watchm�n, guard,·or patrolman.agencies;
private detectives; watchman, guard, or patrolmen; and watchmen,
guard, or patrol contractors.

The department has the additional

authority to deny applicants a license or to suspend a license
for a reasonable period of time, or to assess a civil penalty

against the licensee in an amount not to exceed $1000.

In

addition, sections 493.22, .54, Florida Statutes, provides that

any person who violates any provision of part I or part II

respectively shall be guilty of a first degree misdemeanor.
Prosecution on criminal charges ts�handled by_ the appropriate

office of the state attorney.

To determine whether a violation has occurred, the
department has the power to conduct an investigation, to subpoena
and bring before it any person in the state, to require the
production of any papers it deems necessary, to administer
oaths, and to take depositions-of any person subpoe�a�d.

Section 493.14, Florida Statutes, provides the grounds

for denial, suspension, or revocation of a license:

- Misrepresentation in application for or obtaining a
license.
- Violation of any provision of this part by the
licensee or his employee.
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- Adjudged guilty of a commission of a crime involving
moral turpitude.

- A false statement that any person is or has been in'

his employ.
- Betraying a professional secret.
- Incompetence, conduct against the public, or conviction
of a felony.
- Failure to maintain in force the surety bon�.
- Impersonating or allowing an employee· to impersonate
a law enforcement officer.
- Refusing to render services to a client as agreed
when compensation for such services has been paid or tendered.
- Committing an assault, battery, or kidnapping or

using force and violence except in self-defense or in defense
of a client.
� Violating any court order or assisting or encouraging
others to do so.
- Acting as a runner or a capper for an attorney.

Four other sections of chapter 493 limit the activities

of licensees.

Section 493.25 restricts the activities of

licensees or employees when acting as repossessors.

Section�493.25

requires an inventory be made of all personal property recovered
by a licensee.

Section 493.28 prohibits any licensee from using

any trade name, uniform, or seal that may be confused with the
name, uniform, or seal of a law enforcement agency.

And,

section 493.19 prohibits a licensee from divulging information
acquired as a result of an investigation or an employee from
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making a false report to his employer and puni�hes a violation
as a misdemeanor of the second degree.
B.

Rules and Regulations

The rules promulgated under the authority of chapter 493

can be found in chapters lC-3 and lC-4 of the Florida Administrative
Code.

In 1978, the Joint Administrative Procedures Committee

reviewed the rules promulgated by the division,

As a result

of that review some rules were amended, others were repealed.

The following sections are contained in chapters lC-3 and lC-4:
lC-3.01

Definitions

lC-3.02

Classifications of Licenses

lC-3.05

Filing Application

lC-3.07

License Transferability

lC-3.03
lC-3.06

lC-3.08

Licensee's Bond

Issuance of License

Operation of License

lC-3.09

Complaints

lC-3.15

Criteria for Statewide Gun Permit

lC-3.20

Shotgun Qualifications

lC-3.12

lC-3.17

lC-4.01
lC-4.02

Advisory Council

Required Criteria for Class "G'' Statewide Gun Permit
Definitions

Application for Approval

lC-4.03 Classroom Presentation
lC-4.04 Curriculum
lC-4.05

Use of instrument other than polygraph to detect

truth or deception
23

In most instances, the rules are authorized by statute.
However, there are' instances of. rules promulgated

without statutory authority;

And, there are a great many

instances where the rules merely paraphrase the statutes.
Although not technically wrong, it is unnecessary and confusing.
1 ·•

Authority

Sections 493.02 and 493.41 of the Florida Statutes
grant the department, in virtually identical language, the
authority to promulgate rules.
Section 493.02 provides:

"The department shall have

the power, jurisdiction and authority to promulgate reasonable
rules and regulations for its own government and in the exercise
of its powers hereunder, for the conduct of the business of
private investigative agencies, private detectives, and watchman,

guard, or patrol contractors, watchman, guard, or patrol agencies
not in conflict with the Constitution and laws of the United
States or of this state and may amend same as provided in
Chapter 120. 11

Section 493.41 provides the same authority

tn�regard�td�det�ttion deceptors.
2.

Private Investigative Agencies, Patrol Agencies,

Etc.
a} Requirements
The rules for the most part parallel the requirements
provided in the statute�

In certain instances the rules.:.

att�mpt to clarify and define statutory requirements.

Section 493.04, Florida Statutes, provides that

each person who actively directs the agency ·"shall have ha d
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three years experience performing the type of service permitted
under the license applied for or the equivalent tnereof in
related fields."

Sections lC-3.01(2L (3), Florida Administrative

Code, define ,the terms ''equivalent experience," and "related
fields" respectively.

The term equivalent expertenc� means

"experience which is substantially identtcal n to the "type of
services permitted under the license applied for."

The term

related fields means "those areas of activity that bear a close
relationship to the type of services permitted under the license
applied for."

Neither of these definitions are very helpful to

the potential licensee who is trying to determine if he meets

the license requirements.

Subsection (2) does list some examples

of equivalent experience, such as, officers of law enforcement

agencies or insurance investigators.

However, equivalent

experience is not limited to these examples.
Subsection (3) also provides that "[a]pplicants
for agency licenses, must . . . have experience,.that ,bears.'a
close relationship to supervising of personnel."
statutory authorization for this requirement.

There is no

b) Issuance of the License

Section lC-3.06(1), Florida Administrative Code,

provides that all licenses expire at midnight one year from the
date of issuance.

This provision is in conflict with section

493.10(1), Florida Statutes, which provides that all licenses,
except unarmed and armed guards, expire at midnight on June 30
each year.

Guard licenses expire each year at midnight on the

date of birth of the licensee.
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Section lC-3.06(3) provides that renewal of

licenses shall be applied for six weeks before the expiration

date of the license unless the application for renewal is
accompanied by a late ftltng fee of $100.

Section 493,12,

Florida Statutes, provides that a late fee shall be assessed

against a licensee who fails to renew his license before

it expires (not six weeks before) and pay a late fee equal

to the amount of the license fee (not $100).
c) Complaints

Section lC-3.09, Florida Administrative Code,

instructs any person who has a complaint that involves a

violation of chapter 493 to file the written and signed complaint
with the Department of State.

The department may then

institute an investigation to ascertain if a violation has in
fact occurred.

d} Advisory Council

Section 493.23(3), Florida Statutes, provides that

the department shall designate an advisory board of nine members.
Section lC-3. 12(1}, Florida Administrative Code, provides for

a five member advisory board and, 'consequently, is in conflict

with the statutes.

The rules also provide for the geographical

distribution of the council members as required by the statute.
e) Requirements for Gun Permit

Section lC-3.17, Florida Administrative Code,

enumerates the requirements for a statewide gun permit.

The

section requires five hours of classroom and thr�e hours of

range instruction from an instructor approved by the department,
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In addition, the section provides that the instructor may
assign outside reading or study as ·long as the outside work is
not considered part of the classroom instruction.

This rule

gives the instructor the discretion to require more hours of
training than the ten hours maximum provided for in section
493.21(2}(b}, Florida Statutes.

Sectton 1E�3.20 provides

additional requirements to qualify to carry a shotgun.

It

requires one hour and fifteen minutes of classroom and forty�five
minutes of range instruction.

Again, this rule in combination

with section lC-3.17 potentially conflicts with the statutes.
3.

Detection of Deception Examiner

a) Requirements
Section 493.43, Florida Statutes, requires six
weeks of instruction for examiners in polygraph schools recognized
and approved by the department.

However, the Legislature provided

no guidance as to the criteria for approval of these schools.

It is que�tionable whether the department has the authority to
promulgate any rule in this area.

Nevertheless, the department

promulgated section lC-4.02, Florida Administrative Code, which

enumerates the requirements for polygraph schools in great detail.
During the 1978 review of the division's rules by the Joint

Administrative Procedures Committee (JAPC), the staff advised
the division to revisit the rule for the purpose of determining
which of the various requirements of the rule are legitimate.
The JAPC gave some examples of possible problem areas:
11

fingerprints may be demanded only with specific statutory authority.

Age, citizenship, lack of criminal record are requirements which
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may be imposed by statute, but not by rules absent statutory
authority."

The division has not amended this rule subsequent

to JAPC's revtew.
In addition to the above mentioned problem areas,
there are other minor proolems that should be corrected.

There

are cross references in the rules to the statutes which are
incorrect, as well as, internal cross references in the rules
which are incorrect.

The citation to the statutes after each

rule which are the supporting authority for the promulgation.of
the rule is often incorrect; in fact, in a few cases the supporting
statute has been repealed, and, in one case never existed.
C.

Enforcement
1.

Review of Division of Licensing

The Division of Licensing of the Department of State
administers and enforces the provisions of chapter 493, Florida

Statutes, Investigative Agencies; Deception Detectors; chapter 449,
Florida Statutes, Private Employment Agencies; and chapter 496,
Florida Statutes, Solicitation of Funds.

This review is

restricted to chapter 493.
a) Goals

The goals of the Division of Licensing reflect the
implicit aims of chapter 493, Florida Statutes.

It is intended

that through regulation and enforcement the public wi.ll be protected
against unscrupulous and inexperienced private investigators
and guards.

In addition, the maintenance of a central regulatory

office allows the public the opportunity to ascertain both the
credibility of security agencies and to channel complaints of
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alleged violations.

As the division indicated, "b,y adding

professionalism and maintaining the integrity of sincere security
agencies and guards, it gives better and more reliable services
to the public."

b) Organizattonal Structure
The Division of Licensing is one of seven divisions

in the Department of State·and was created as a separate division
in 1974.

At that time, the division dfftce was located in

Miami, Florida.

In July 1977, the division headquarters was

transferred from Miami to Tallahassee where the provisions of
chapter 493 are presently administered.
is Don Hazelton.

The division director

The Divi�ion of Licensing pnesently-

has a staff of 25 full-time career service employees.

The Bureau of Regulation ts one of two bureaus
within the division.

The bureau, under the direction of

Dennis English, is responsible for the regulation of private

employment agencies, charitable solicitation organizations, as
well as, deception detectors (i.e., polygraph examiners}.
Polygraph Registar is comprised of two clerk typists

rr.

The

The second bureau, the Bureau of License Issuance,

is headed by Steve Barn�s . . Ther�··ts•ohe secretary III and one
clerk typist II attached to the bureau chief t s office.
bureau is divided into two sections.

The

The first, Class F and G

Licensing, issues licenses to and regulates unarmed and armed

guards.

The section comprises a staff assistant, one clerk

typist III, and six clerk typists II.
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The second section is

Private Investigative Agency Ltcensing which issues licenses
to and regulates prtvate investtgative agencies; guard agencies;
private detectives; watchman,_ guard, or patrol contractors; and

branch offices.
typtst II.

The sectton comprtses a clerk

IV and a clerk

Until the reorganization of the Depa�tment of

State in 1978-79, the dtvtsion included a Bureau of Records
Examinations staffed by field agents who were responsible

.primarily for investigating applicants for licenses and

complaints of violations of licenses, and on�premtse inspections
of licensees.

As a result of reorganization the field agents

were transferred from the division to the Office of the Secretary
of State.

The responsibilities of the now "regional representatives u

were expanded to include performing investigations and services
f.or a11 d1v1s1ons in the Department of State.

On a- posi-tion

description form completed by the Department of State, the

responsibilities of a regional representative include conducting
investigations for all divisions of the Department of State;

promoting departmental cultural activities; and making public
appearances at conferences, craft fairs, art displays, etc.
The Regional Office Coordtnator, Emily Barefield,
is responsible for the activities of the regional representatives.
She, in turn, is responsible to Deputy Secretary of State,

Ron Brown, who supervises the divisions of elections, corporations,
and licensing.

He, in turn, is responsible to the Assistant

Secretary of State, Ron Levitt, who is responsible to
Secretary Firestone.
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Earl Cushing, an Investigatie.n fnspector' ,

Supervisor, assists Emily Barefield wtth the supervision of
the personnel in the regional offices.

He works wtth the

Division of Licensing and directs the activtttes of the regional

personnel as they relate to the divtston.
The Department of State currently employs 23 people,
including Mr. Cushing, who are located tn six offices throughout
the state.

While not within the organizational make-up of the

division, these regional personnel are utilized by the division.

The personnel are also utilized by the Division of Elections,
although only on rare occasions�

Mr. Cushing estimates that

98 percent of the work done by the regional personnel is for

the Division of Licensing.

The number of regional personnel

and their geographic location are as follows:
Tallahassee
1 - Investigation Inspector Supervisor (Cushing)
1 - Investigator Inspector
1 - Secretary IV
Miami

1 - Regional Office Manager

3 - Regional Representatives
1 - Clerk-typist II

Fort Lauderdale (no physical plant}
1 - Regional Office Manager
1 - Regional Representative
Orlando
l - Regional Office Manager
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lOrlandQ continued}

2 - Regional Representatives·
l - Secretary II
Tampa

1 - Regional Office Manager

2 - Regional Representatives
l - Secretary II
Jacksonville

2 - Regional Representatives
1 - Secretary II

Pensacola

1 - Regional Representative
1 - Secretary II

Like the old field agents, the regional representatives

perform background checks on applications for licensure, investigate

complaints, and conduct on-premise inspections.

Section 493.23, Florida Statutes, provides for the

designation by the Department of State of an advisory council
composed of nine members.

Section 493.53, Florida Statutes,

provides that this advisory council shall also be the advisory

council for deception detectors and provides that one additional

member be appointed to the council to represent deception detectors.
The section also provides that the u[s]aid advisory council shall

insofar as possible be geographically distributed and representative

of the various segments of the profession.''

The following advisory

. council members were appointed by Secretary Firestone on June 1, 1979:
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Mr. Fred [�,F�ick
The Feick Corporation
Miami, Florida
Term Expires: 6/1/81
License Held: private investigative agency;
watchman, guard, or patrol agency.

Mr. D. Russell John, Jr.
Merchant Police of the Palm Beaches
Palm Beach, Florida
Term Expires: 6/1/82
License Held: watchman, guard, or patrol agency;
branch office.

Mr. Larry Lang
Larry Lang Investigations and Security Guards, Inc.
Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Term Expires: 6/1/81
License Held: private investtgattve agency;
watchman, guard, or patrol agency.

Mr. James J. Peters
North Florida Firearms Training Center, Inc.
Bryceville, Florida
Term Expires: 6/1/80
License Held: firearm� instructor.

Mr. Gerard Kramer
Graymark Security
Miami, Florida
Term Expires: 6/1/82
License Held: private tnvesttgattve agency;
detection of deception examiner.

Mr. Arthur McPhail
The Wackenhut Corporation
Orlando, Florida
Term Expires: 6/1/82
License Held: .private detective; watchman,. guard,
or patrol contractor.

Mr. Warren D. Holmes
Holmes Polygraph
Miami, Florida
Term Expires: 6/1/81
License Held: detection of deception examiner.
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Mr. Edward L. Andrews, Jr.
Salamander Security Systems
Fort �alton Beach, Florida
Term Expires: 6/1/80
License Held: private investigative agency;
watchman, guard, or patrol agency.

Mr. Howard L. Bass
Globe Security Systems Company
Tampa, Florida
Term Expires: 6/1/80
License Held: private investigative agency;
watchman, guard, or patrol agency; branch office.
The members of the council are. geographically

distributed and represent the various segments of the industry
as required by statute.
provides that:

Section 493.23, Florida Statutes, also

"The council shall counsel and advise with the

department and make recommendations relative to the operation and
regulation of the industry."

According ·to the first committee

questionnaire, the division responded:

"The Private Investigative

Agency Advisory Council meets on the average of once every two (2)

months, or more often if necessary."

Upon further inquiry, the

division indicated that four meetings had been held in 1979, although

minutes were kept of only three meetings, and three meetings were
held in 1978. The council meets upon the call of the chairman

through the department-. , .

The council members serve without pay, but are

reimbursed for travel and meals at regular state travel and per
diem rates.

According to the ftrst committee questionnaire,

the division responded that the average cost per meeting was
$1375.

Upon further inquiry, the division indicated that the

total cost of the four 1979 meetings·was $1,471.43, and the
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three 1978 meetings was $1,298.07.

Section 493.23, Flori'da Statutes, wa,s repealed

by chapter 78-323, Laws of Plortda, effective October 1, 1981.
c) funding

The Dtvision of Licensing operates on �eneral

Revenue appropriattons and Special Revenue Fund collecttons.

Section 493.18(1), Florida Statutes, provides:

"All funds

derived.from renewal of Class "G" license fees ($15) paid under
this part shall be deposited into a trust fund to be known as

the Private Investigative Agency Licensing Law Trust fund, to

be used by the Division of Licensing of the department to

employ personnel and pay expenses to carry out the provisions
of this chapter."

Except for fees deposited into this trust

fund as provided by law, all collections are deposited into

the General Revenue Fund.

In addition, if the unencumbered

balance in the trust fund exceeds $50,000 at the beginning of

each fiscal year, the excess shall be transferred to the General
Revenue Fund.
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The following table ts the actual budgetary
expenditures of the dtvtston for the past five ftscal years.

DIVISION· OP LXCENSING
BUDGET . l974 ·- ,-g79

SALARIES
EXPENSES
General Revenue
Trust

76,273

1975-.-76

19.76 .. 77-

1977-78

1978-79

371,011

330,?10

433,460

390,852

154,740

162,284

106,036

111,396

-0-

-0-

-0-

52,910

TOTAL

76,273

154,740

162,284

158,946

0 ,p S

13,243

34,822

97,410

33,421

CAPITAL OUTLAY

24,812

15,296

399,643

575,869

593,134

-0-

-0-

-0-

399,643

575,869

593,134

TOTAL

General Revenue

TOTAL

Trust

TOTAL
Budget

111,528
222,924
-0-

3,712

9,526

576,629

511,774

52,910

111,528

629,539

623,302

----

The Department of State is planning to request 25

additional regional representatives and 5 clerical support
positions to be assigned to the Office of the Secretary.

According

to the request, these positions will be used state-wide in a

three-fold manner:

(1) to eliminate existing backlog, (2) to

maintain current investtgative caseloads, and (3) to regulate the
private sector on a more thorough basts to ensure statutory
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compliance throughout the department.

The request indicates

that this additional staff wtll benefit the Division of Licensing
by increasing the number of licenses by approximatelr 40,000 and
generating approximately $2.5 mtllton tn revenue annually.

The

supplemental budgetary request totals a little over $1 .2 million.
d) Proced·ures
Section 493.02 of the Flortda Statutes gives the
department the "power, jurisdiction and authority to issue and
revoke licenses to private investigative agencies, watchman,
guard, or patrol agencies, private detectives, watchmen, guards,
patrolmen, and watchmen, guard, or patrol contractors ·.

therefor, to deny such applicants a license or to suspend a
license for reasonable period, or to assess a civil penalty
8i'9ainst the licensee. 11

Sections--493;41 and 493.51 of 'the

Florida Statutes gives the department the same power in regard

to detection of deception examiners and interns,
(1) Licensing

According to section 493.02(2), Florida Statutes,
no person, firm, company, partnership, or corporation, unless

specifically exempted by other sections of this chapter, shall
furnish private investigations, or watchman, guard, or patrolman
services without receiving a license from the department.
Section 493.03 provides that each person, partner, or in the case
of corporation, each corporate officer shall submit a written
application to procure a license from the department.
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According to data supplied by the Division
of Licensing, the following chart indicates the number of
licenses issued for the last five years.
1974-75

1975-76

P.I.A.

90

150

W/P/G Agency

85

95

Private Detective

45

W/P/G Contractor
Branch Office
DD Examiner
DD Intern

Unarmed W/P/G
Emp'ee

Gun Permit

Temporary "G"

1976-77
360

1977-9/78 �10/78-1/9/80
572

634

395

300

50

101

192

375

15

20

195

50

15

126

10

35

171

64

30

40

380

120

340

150

110

119

25
15

70

889

11,�70

19,419

31,224

40,565

200

750

1,900

8,606

10,347

0

150

550

250
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(a) Guards
Unarmed guards are required to submit

an application, a $10 fee, an affidavit of character, a

hiring notice, and a fingerprint card to the division.

Once

application is made, the applicant may be hired as an
unarmed guard.

Upon receipt of the information a 90 day

acknowledgement card is sent to the applicant.

The

application is reviewed to see that all necessary information
is included.

If not, it is returned to the applicant for

the additional information.

If so, the information is

entered on the computer and the fingerprint cards are detached
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and sent to the Flori�a Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE)

and then forwarded to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI}.

If these agencies have no record on the applicant,· the,license,·

If the fingerprint check reveals an arrest

is generally issued.

or conviction or if it comes to the attention of the division

that the applicant has falsified his'appltcatton, the application
will be denied or will be forwarded to Mt. Cushing, the Investigati�n
Inspector Supervisor, who assigns it to a regional representative
for further investigation.

Once the investigation is completed

the division makes the final decision on whether or not to issue
a license.

If the applicant is rejected, notification is made

by certified mail to his home informing him of the decision and

his right to request a hearing.

If an applicant requests a

hearing, he may continue to work as an unarmed guard until a

determination is made by the hearing officer about the issuance

or denial of his license.

If the applicant is approved, his

application is sent to the regional office and his picture is taken
and included on a laminated identification card issued to the
applicant.

The procedure used by the division for issuing

an armed guard license is the same as for an:unarmed guard license
with a few exceptions.

Before an applicant will be issued an

armed guard license he must have or have made application for
an unarmed guard license.

In addition to the information required

of an unarmed guard, the armed guard must submit a health

certificate signed by a doctor and a· range score certificate

signed by a firearm instructor approved-by.the division�.
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Section 493.2l(l}(b), Florida Statutes, provides for the issuance

o f a temporary armed guard license.

A temporary license is

issued if a ftngerprtnt card is not returned with a rap sheet

15 days after it was sent to the·.fDLE,

Section 4�3.07(1}, Florida Statutes, provides

that "[pJrior to the issuance· of licenses under tots part, the

department shall make individual investigations of general fitness

and suitability, including mental and physical fitness, of
applicants for licenses."

However, the only individual

investigations conducted on unarmed and armed guards are

those condu�ted after the rap sheet is returned from t�e POLE or the

. F B I · i nd i ca t i n �r th a t th e app l i c a n t Ii as � been c.· a Y' rest e d · or conv t ct e d

of a crime serious enough to justify denying an applicant a

license. The division estimates that 95 percent of guard
l iceJLs_e_ s_�a. r�e- �i_s..s.U..e...d___w_LttlQu_t. __ tru:Liv_td u.a .L..in.. �es..t.i.9-a.t.Lons.. �
(b) Agency

The applications for private tnvestJgative

agencies; watchman, guard, or patrolman agencies; private

detectives; and watchman, guard, and patrolman cqntractors are
handled in a similar manney,.

Each person, partner, or tn the

cas e of a corporation, ea ch corporate offt cer sha11 su b mi t .. an

application and a $25 filing fee.

In addition, the applicant

must submit an affidavit of character, an affidavit of experience

if he wants to qualify to manage the agency, fingerprint cards,
and corporate papers if the-applicant is an officer ,of :a

corporation.

An tndivtdual tnvesttgatton ts conducted on each

applicant as required by section 493.07, Plortda Statutes.
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The applicant's fingerprint card is also sent to the FDLE and ,the
FBI.

With this information, the division decides whether or

not to issue a license.

If the appltcant is rejected, a certified

letter is sent to the applicant telling him the grounds for

the denial and that he is given 20 days to request a hearing.
If the applicant ts tentatively approved, ·he must then submit
proof that a surety bond in the sum of $5000 has been executed
by him payable to the governor.

In addition, he must submit

a certificate of insurance evidencing comprehensive general

liability coverage for death, bodily injury, and personal injury,
and pay the appropriate fee.

(c) Deception Detector

The application for a detection of deception

examiner's license is processed in the same manner as an agency
license.

In addition to the information required to be submitted

with the initial agency application, the applicant for an examiner t s
license must also submit a diploma from a four year university
or college recognized by the department or a high school diploma
and an affidavit of experience whichever·1s·appltcable; arcertificate
of completion from a polygraph school approved by the department;

and a letter from the person with whom he interned.

Every

applicant is individually investigated by the regional representatives.
The division estimates the turn-around time

for applicants receiving their license is 60 to 90 days.

Part

of the problem of delay is caused by the FBI which takes eight
weeks to return the report on a fingerprint check.
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(2} Enforcement
Investigation and resolution

of complaints is

one way to enforce the provisions of chapter 493.
Florida Statutes, provides:

Section 493.23,

"The department· shall have the

power to enforce the provisions of this part irrespective of
the place or location tn which said violation occurred and upon
complaint of any person, or on its own inttiative to cause to
be investigated any violation thereof or to cause to be
investigated the business and business methods of any licensee,
applicant or employee thereof."

Complaints are recetved

directly from the public, referred by other ltcensees, or
initiated by the state.

According to the division, the following

chart indicates the origin of complaints.

There is no clear

pattern of which group is�initiating the complaints; however,
the percentage of state initiated complaints seems to have
increased over the past five years.

Origin of Comelaints
(in percentages)

From Consumers
From Licensees
State Initiated
Total
Number

1978

1979

30%

19%

27%

6%

40%

23%

6'4%
100%

5"8%

100%

202

200

l977

1975

1976

48%

73%

33%

22%

7%

30%

20%

100%

100%

100%

46

30

60
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According to the division data, the following chart
indicates the subject of the complaints.

The ftgures show a

decrease tn complaints concerned wtth unlicensed acttvtty and
an increase in complaints concerned with license law vtolattons.
Subject of Co�plaint
(in percentages)
Unlicensed
Activity

1975

1976

1977

1978

1979

96%

73%

60%

28%

31%

13%

17%

11 %

14%

7%

7%

12%

4%

7%

13%

30%

33%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

46

30

60

202

200

Unethical
Behavior
Unsatisfactory
Service
License Law
Violation

4%

Other

Total
Number

3%

18%

19%

The following chart indicates the subject of
the complaint and what group initiated the complaint by year.
Again, the trend is a lower percentage of complaints concerning
i';

unlicensed activity; the decrease occurs in all thr�·e groups·-_

consumers, licensees and state initiated.

But, it is now.

clear that the increase in license law violations ts mainly a
result of licensee and state initiated complaints.

The consumer,

on the other hand, is more concerned with unethical behavior
and unsatisfactory service.

43

Prom Cqnsuniers

State Initiated
Pr·o-m Ltcensees
1
I 7 5 1 76 •.-77 i 78 1,7g 1:-7 5 ''76 t77 1-'7 8 t7
9 1:-7 5 '76 77 "78 '·79
Unlicensed
ActiVity

91% 73% 40% 13% 26% 100%100%75% 67% 48% 00% 67% 67% 32% 26%

Unethical
Behavior
Unsatisfactory
Service
License Law
Violation
Other

Total in %
Number

18% 40% 30% 47%

---

9% 20% 40% 21%

--.-12.5%33% 17%

........ ... .., ...

... "'""

...... .., 2%

........

.........

........

..- ..

""'"""'

--- ........ ... -.

.. -- --- 17% __ --- ---12.5%--- 31%
33% 25% 39% 45%
- -- ......... ...... ..... 4% ------- --8% 29% 27%
5% --------9%

,_

,-.'l"'I-,-.

-.

�1"'\'""

100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
22

22

10

20 60 38

2

16

12
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14

6

24 130 116

When a complaint is received by the Division of

Licensing, it is reviewed by the division director to ensure the

division has jurisdiction.

The division director reviews the

complaint with the bureau chief responsible for the area and
then forwards it to the complaint specialist.

This complaint

specialist opens a file on the complaint, sends a letter of

acknowledgement to the complainant, and forwards the complaint

to the regional office supervisor.

The supervisor assigns the

complaint to the appropriate regional office, where a regional

representative conducts an investigation.

The supervisor reviews

the regional representative's report and makes a recommendation
to the appropriate bureau chief.
responsibility of the division.

The final decision is the
Appropriate action is then taken.

According to the division, it takes 7-14 days for a complaint
to be processed and investigated.
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However, the regional office

supervisor estimates that tt takes approximately 30 days for

the regional representatives to receive and investigate the

complaint and return the report.

The division estimates the amount spent per

complatnt is $103.

This amount co�ers complaints that concern

private employment agency licensing and charitable solicitation

registration, as well as, complaints concerning chapter 493.

On-premise inspections are another tool which

can be used to determine practitioner compliance with the law.

However, according to the regional office supervisor, on-premise

inspections are conducted yearly on approximately 2 percent

of the licensed agencies regulated by the department.

It should

be noted, that it is sometimes necessary to conduct an inspection

in the process of investigating a complaint.

Although the job description of a regtonal

representative indicates that he is to serve all the divisions

in the Department of State, 98 percent of his ttme, according to

the regional office supervisor, is spent serving the Division
of Licensing.

It is difficult to determine what it is that the

regional representatives actually do.

figures were kept.

Prior to 1979, no .. accurate

In 1979, some figures on the number of

cases assigned to each regional office were kept; however, these
figures are incomplete.

Although the figures are subject to

qualification, 1 they offer some insight into the activities of

the regional representative s, who handled a total�of 2394 cases in 1979.
Approximately 72 percent of those cases were cases deali�g with chapter
493.

Approximately 26 percent of the cases dealt �ith chapter 449,
45

Florida Statutes, which licenses private employment agencies.

And tne remaining 2 percent of the cases dealt with chapter 496,
Florida Statutes, which concerns charitable solicitation

organizations.

Consequently, the regional office handled

approximately 1718 cases dealing with chapter 493 tn 1979.
The term "cases" involves three activities:

background

investigations, complaint investigations and on-premise

inspections.

The regional office supervisor estimated that

about 20 on-premise inspections were conducted in 1979, amounting

to less than l percent of the 1713 cases handled.

Of the

remaining 1693 cases, 200 or 12 percent were complaint

investigations and 1493 or 87 percent were background investigations.
e) Output

The following table depicts the activities of

the division over the last five years.
Licenses

New Applicants/Renewals
Denials

Complaints

1975

1976

1977

13,400 23,000 31,400

1978
43,535

160

300

307

468

34

52

187

207

Opened (Est.)

Closed

Pending

Administrative Action
Revocation

Surrender of License
46

46

30

*
*

*
*

60

*
*

1979

202

*
*

249
200
62

l(pending)
3

1975

1976

1977

1978

1979

Warnings

14

6

9.

27

40

Hearings

........

....,.

.......

"'"'

... -

.....

3

15

(Output Continued)

Ci V i1 Penalties
Number
Amount

$1,790

Criminal Penalties

18

$2,900' $22,410

*
*
*

*
*
*

*
*
*

4

*
*

6

Firearms Inst.

178

44

37

25

25

10

9

8

Laminated Card
Replacement

*
*

*
*

*
*

*
*

*
*

Change of Agency
Location

*

*

*

*

*

Number
Convictions
Acquittals
Approvals

*

Polygraph Schools

Transfer/Armed Gd.

....

)

*Data Unavailable.
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*

*
*

(1) Cornplatnts

The following chart indicates the disposition

of complaints investigated by the regional representatives.
Dtspdsitidn ·of c�mplaints
(tn percentages)

No Violation Found

Voluntary Compliance
(Surrender license}

1975
68%

1976

1977

80%

80%

1978
77%

Warning (Formal)

Administrative Hearing

Total Percent

Total Number of
Complaints Closed

,..,_

... ,.,

32%

20%

Judicial Proceeding
(To State Attorney)
Penalty Stipulation

66%
2%

Revocation of License

Suspension of License

1979

15%

5%

100%

100%

100%

44

30

60

48

13%

20%

2%

3%

100%

�
100%

202

200

8%

_,...

(2) Denials

According to the dtvtsion, �pproxirnately
1 percent of applications for licenses are denied per year
which totals approximately 1600 - 1900 over the past 5 years.
It would have been too time consumtng to ltst the reason for
every denial, but a sampling of reasons follows:
Reasons for Dentals
1975
F&GPIA

1976
F&GPIA
6

-

-

3

-

-

Other - Character
or falsification

l

Total

l

-

Applications
Withdrawn

-

-

Arrest record

* Failure to

respond to
Bureau Contact
letter
Lack of
experience

-

-

-

1977
F&GIPIA
9

-

-

-

l

-

1

-

5

19

-

10

28

l

-

l

l978
f&GPlA
5

-

9

1979
f&G P lA
3

l

8

49

11

-

10

-

1

2

2

-

6

19

7

16

20

-

7

-

15

1

53

19

-

3

*Whenever an application has been held up an unusual length of time
because of processing delays, the division sends a letter to the
applicant. If the applicant does not respond within 20 days, the
application is removed from the process.
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(3} Administrative �eartn9s

Accordt�g to data supplted by the dtvtsion, the

followtng chart shows the result of administrattve hearings.
Result of ·Ad·mtn·tstnfttve Heartngs
"1976

1977

1978

l979

46%

70%

65%

41%

100%

100%

53%

Application Approvals
Application Denials
Case Dismissed

100%

Tota 1 Percent

N=l53

Total Number

(4)

Council Memb2rs

30%

100%

34%
l%

N=7l

50%
9%

N=22

As discussed earlier, the Advisory Council was

created by section 493.23(3), Florida Statutes, to make

recommendations to the department relative to the operation and

regulation of the industry.
to meet four times in 1979.
2.

The department called the council

Compliance with the Law

a) Agency Compliance_

The division generally operates in compliance with

the provisions of chapter 493, Florida Statutes. After careful

review of agency action, it becomes clear that such compliance
regarding enforcement of the law has only recently been given

serious consideration.

disregard for the law.

Nevertheless, there are cases of current

Section 493.07, Florida Statutes, provides that

11

the department shall make individual investigations of the

general fitness and suitability, including the mental and physical
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fitness, of applicants for licenses."

This would include a

"thorough background investigation of· the indivtdua1•s general
character."

The division accepts the application and does a

fingerprint check on every applicant.

The regional representatives

do an individual investigation on applicants for agency licenses;
however, they do an individual investigation on applicants for

guard licenses only 5· percent of the time.

The division generally

requests the regional representatives individually investigate
a guard applicant for one of 3 reasons.

First, a rap sheet on

the applicant is returned by FDLE or the FBI with incomplete
inf-ormation.

Second, the rap sheet indtcates a conviction that

might prevent the applicant from being granted a license and

more information is needed to make a final decision.

finally,

the division has reason to believe the appl.icant has falsified

his application.

lf the statutory directive to' investigate means
more than reviewing the individual 1 s application and rap sheet,
then the division is not complying with the law in processing
95 percent of the applications for guard licenses.

Another area where the division is not in compliance
with the law is the approval of polygraph schools.

Section 493.43,

Florida Statutes, provides that one of the requirements for a

detection of deception examiner's license is to complete "a formal
training course of at least 6 weeks' duration at an examiner's
school instructing in the use of"- the_ polygraph. ··rhe

11

s·chools

shall be recognized and approved by the department ! "

The

department has promulgated a rule, lC-4.02, Florida Administrative
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Code, and enumerated the requirements for an individual seeking

department approval of his school.

As discussed earlier in:

this report, it is doubtful that the statutory language is

specific enough to authorizi the department to promulgate this

rule.

In any case, as the division· freely admtts, the division

has done an inadequate job regulating polygraph schools.

At

the end of 1978, the new division director personally visited

all of the Florida schools on the division•s approved�1jst· of
fifteen.

As a result of that inspection approximately half were

dropped from the list because they were grossly inadequate or

non-existent.

All •eight of the schools ·on the-current

approved list were contacted.

One school had no telephone

listing, another school s telephone had been disconnected, and
1

two schools were no longer at the address indicated on the list.
This is clearly an area where the division is not in compliance

with the law.

The most recent audit report of the Department of

State is dated June 25, 1979, and summarizes the activities of

the department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1978.

According

to the Auditor General, the Division of Licensing was tn violation

of chapter 493 in the following areas:
Agencies, etc...

Private Investigative

In three instances, licenses were issued although the
applicant's comprehensive general liability insurance
coverage was less than the amounts required by
section 493.09(2), Florida Statutes.
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Nineteen of 27 certificates of insurance examined
that were filed bt licensees under the provtstons
of section 493.09(2}, Florida Statutes, fatled to
provide that the insurance shall not be modified
or canceled unless 30 days prior written notice
is given to the department as required by law.

Six of the files examtned indicated that the
department renewed expired licenses without
collecting the late fee required by section
493. 12(4}, Florida Statutes.

In two instances, the department issued two licenses
based on one application. Section 493.03(1), Florida
Statutes, provtdes that, "Each person, partner, or,
in the case of corporations, each corporate officer,
must qualify separately for a license under this
part and shall file with the department a written
application."
Guards
Fifty-seven of the 74 files examined indicated
that the department did not mail renewal notices
90 days prior to the expiration of the licenses,
as required by section 493;12(2), Florida
Statutes. In 13 additional instances, the date
of mailing of the renewal notices was not recorded
in the files.
The department renewed 21 expired licenses without
collecting the late fee required by section 493. 12(4),
Florida Statutes, and six licenses were renewed more
than six months after expiration, contrary to the
provisions of section 493.12(5), Florida Statutes.
The department issued licenses for periods of time
in excess of one year, contrary to the provisions
of section 493.10(1}, Florida Statutes, which states,
in' part, "class 'F' and class lG' licenses expire
each year at midnight on the date of birth of the
licensee."
b) Practitioner Compliance

In 1979, there were 200 complatnts filed against

approximately 48,000·ltcense holders.

After investigation 66

percent of those complaints were found not to tnvolve vtolations
of the law.
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Most fu ndamenta l to noncomp liance , however , is the

fact that a large number of agenct�s and guards remain unlicensed.
The division estimates that there are approximately 40,000 agencies
and individuals who should 6e licensed and are not.

This figure

includes licenses issued under chapter 493 and chapter 449 of the
Florida Statutes
D.

Cost and Benefits of Regulation
1., The··Re,gulc1tors

The private investigative agency operations of the

Division of Licensing are funded by annual appropriations from

the General Revenue Fund and the Private Investigative Agency
Licensing Law Trust Fund.

Section 493,18, Florida Statutes,

provides that all funds from the renewal of armed guard licenses
shall be deposited into the fund up to a maxtmum of $50,000.
The department may use money from the fund to employ personnel

,and pay expenses.

All other fees and fines collected by the

division are deposited in the General Revenue Fund.
The division estimated the departmental cost for the
private investigative employment agency licensing and enforcement
functions for FY 1978-79 was:

$138,860

- Division's direct cost

- Indirect cost relating
to investigations for
p. I.A.

93,224

- Indirect operating cost
from the Division of
Administrative Services
relating to chapter 493
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22,878

- lndirect costs of executive
staff and indirect cost of
dtvi.ston

67,811

$322,773

The division estimated that the total ltcense fees
and fines collected durtng the FY 1978-79 was $483,209.
Thus, the total estimated revenue derived from license
fees and fines exceeded the estimated cost of· the department to

administer chapter 493 by $160,436.
Revenue

Expenditures

$483,209
322,773

$160,436
2.

The Industry
a} Cost
The cost to the licensees of complying with chapter 493,

Florida Statutes, includes the initial application fee ($25, excluding
guards}, the license fee (maximum of $100), and the annual renewal
fee (maximum of $100).

An armed guard has the added cost of being

required to complete training criteria established by statute
and rule from an instructor approved by the department.

The

approximate cost of this training is $25.
To qualify for a detection of.deception e�aminer license,
the applicant alsb-has some additional expenses.

The applicant ..

is required to complete a formal training course of at least

six weeks duration at an examiner's school approved by the
department.

The approximate cost of this training is between

$1500 - $1800.
Most writers on the subject of occupational regulation
agree that the cost of governmental regulation ts usually passed
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on to the public through practittoner�� fee schedules.

Whether

this theory is valid fn the case af the private security industry
cannot be ascertained.

However, there appears to be no reason

why the burden of regulation would not be so shifted.

If so,

the industry is regulated at little or no cost to ttself.
b) Benefits

Whether or not the private security industry bears
the ultimate cost of regulation, the 6eneftts derived from required
licensing are probably significant enough to explain why the
industry is a leading proponent of regulation.
All licensing statutes tend to restrict competitfon
to varying degrees and chapter 493, Florfda Statutes, is no

exception.

For example, section 493.04, Florida Statutes, provides

that in order to obtain an agency license, the owner or manager

who actively directs the business must have at least three years of
experience performing the type of servfce permitted under the
license applied for or the equivalent thereof tn related fields.
One year of such experience shall be within the state.

The most restrictive requirements are those required

to be eligible for a detection of deception examiner license.
The applicant must have a university or college degree.

The

requirement may be.waived for those persons who have a high school
diploma and five years experience as an investigator or detective
with a municipal, county, state, or federal agency,

He must also

attend a school for at least six weeks and then serve a one year
internship with a licensed examiner.

These requirements have had

the effect of restricting entry into the business.
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The industry has input into the regulatory process

through the advtsory counctl established tn section, 493.23(_3),
Florida Statutes. And according to the section:

"The council

shall counsel and advise with thi department and make recommendattons

relative to the operation and regulation of the industry."

Finally, the private security industry benefits

inasmuch as state licensure adds an element of prestige and

credibility to the individual agencies themselves and to agency

employees.

3.

The Public
a) Cost

As previously noted, there is no reason to believe

that the cost of security industry regulation is not passed on

to the consumers of such services. The total fees collected
from all licensees in FY 1978-79 was $483,209.

The cost of

doing business for the security industry was increased By that

amount and, theoretically, it was passed on to the public through

the higher cost of industry services. However, it cost the

division only $322,773 to administer the provisions of chapter ·493.
Consequently, $160,436 of the cost of $322,773 found tts way into

the public coffers.

It should be noted that to the $483,209 must be added

the cost of the agency or individual complying with statutory
provisions, such as, the bonding and insurance requirements.

In addition, state· regulation whtch restricts entry

into an industry has the effect of decreasing the availaoility
of services.

This casts the publtc because a limited supply of
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practitioners theoretically results in higher fees for such
services.

Not only are the present detection of deception

examiners benefited by restricttng entry tnto the field, but the

public may also be harmed bi having to pay more for their services.
b) Benefits
The public benefits from the licensing of the

security industry because the law provtdes certain minimum
standards that must be met by potential licensees.

The public

can be reasonably assured that guards and guard agencies have
been investigated, and that the division has determined that
both meet the minimum requirements of honesty and trustworthiness.
The public also benefits by the law requiring
the armed guard to meet minimum training requirements -- to
demonstrate some level of competency with the firearm he

carries.

Likewise, the requirements that must be met by

detection of deception examiners help assure that they will
possess some minimum level of familiarity and working ability
with the polygraph.

These regulations protect not only the

consuming public, but the larger public as well.

The

purchaser of the services of an armed guard wants to be
sure the guard can use the gun to protect persons and property,
but so too, does the person who is nearby when the guard pulls
his gun.

Likewise, the purchaser of the services of a detecti on

of deception examiner wants to be sure the examiners can use

the polygraph, but so too, doe� the person who is examined by
the machine� whether in pre�ernployment screening or during a
criminal investigation.
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The public also benefits because the licensees
are required to carry a surety bond of $5000 (excepting unarmed
and armed guards) and comprehensive general liability insurance
for death, bodily injury, and personal injury {excepting unarmed
and armed guards, and branch offices).

Coverage includes

false arrest, detention or imprisonment, malicious prosecution,
libel, slander, defamation in the amount of $100,000 per person
and $300,000 per occurrence and property damage in the amount of
$100,000 per occurrence.

In the event any of the licensees cause

harm to any person or damage to his property, the eamaged party
would be able to recover from the licensee's insurance carrier

or surety.

Finally, the public benefits because the law has

created a state agency which has the expertise and authority to
enforce the law and from which consumers can seek retribution for
licensee noncompliance.
E.

Potential Impact on Non-Regulation
1.

Impact on the Industry

Although it is impossible to determine with certainty,
deregulation of the private security industry would probably
have the following impact:
- Provide free entry into the industry by elimination
of the three years experience requirement and one year residency

requirement for persons who actively direct the business of the
agency.

- Provide free entry into the industry by elimination of
the requirements necessary to obtain a detection of deception
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examiner's license.

- Diminish the prestige and credibility afforded the

industry by state licensure.
2.

Impact on the p·uolic

Before determining the impact on non-regulation, it is

important to keep a number of facts in mind.

There are

approximately 50,000 security industry licenses issued 10,000 armed and 40,000 unarmed guards�

According to the division,

there are approximately 100,000 guards �ho are exempted from
licensing requirements by chapter 493- �.15. 1 000- arme.d and 85: $ 000
unarmed guards.

In addition, there are approximately 21,000

active city, county, and state law enforcement officers in

Florida. Consequently, for every one armed law enforcement officer

there is one and a half private armed security guards.
there are 85,000 unarmed security personnel.

In addition,

Tne private security

industry plays a significant role·tn the protection of life and
property in the State of Florida.

Deregulation would eliminate the necessity of security

agencies, private investigators, or guards meeting the minimum

statutory requirements of age, good character, etc.

It would

also eliminate the state background investtgatt�ns to confirm that

the applicants meet these requirements.· As noted previously,

individual investigations presently are done by the division on

only 5 percent of guard applicants. However, a fingerprint
check ts done on all applicants.

Consequently, deregulation

would eliminate a fingerprint check on all appltcants and an
individual background investigation on agenctes, prtvate
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fnvesttgators, and deception detectors to see that each one
meets the minimum statutory requirements.
Deregulation would eliminate the necessity of agencie�
and private investigators executing a �urety bond and carrying
general liability insurance and deception detector� executing

a surety bond.

a

If a member of the public is injured by

licensee, there will be no surety or insurer to pay that
person for the injury.
F.

Alternatives to Present Methods of Regulatton

As discussed a6ove, the two major publtc Benefits of
licensing the private security industry are:

the pu61ic would

receive better service from better qualtfted private investigators
and armed guards and if a mem6er of the public was injured by

a private investigator or guard, there would 6e source of funds
to compensate the injured person.

One alternative to state regulation is local regulation.

Perhaps minimum requirements could be established as a prerequisite
to obtaining a local occupational license.

In most instances,

however, the primary purpose of local licenstng ts to generate
revenue rather than to regulate.

In addition, most counties

and municipalities do not have the money, manpower, expertise,

or prosecution capabilities to adequately regulate an industry
as large and active as the security industry.

The repeal of chapter 493 would not eliminate all remedies

available to persons injured by the wrongful acts of licensees.
We are concerned with two kinds of potential injuries:

injury

of an individual in a consumer transaction and injury of an
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individual's person, property, or rights.
Repeal of chapter 493 ·would eltminate the option of a

consumer filing a compl aint with a state agency which might
ultimately result in the wrbngdoer t s license being revoked.
The consumer, however, could be protected by strengthening
and enforcing chapter 401, Flortda Statutes, relatfng to deception
and unfair trade practices.

Presently, an individual whose

person or property is injured or whose rights are violated
must resort to the courts to recover his losses.

The problem

from which the injured party can be compensated.

The requirement

is that without chapter 493, there may be no resources available

that a licensee be bonded and insured provides those resources.
Licensing is not the only way the state could regulate the

security industry.
certification.

A less restrictive form of regulation is

If an agency or person complied with statutory

requirements, tbe·state would issue-them a certificate.

Only

those who met the qualification could advertise, for example,

as a

II

Certi f i ed Dete ction of Deception Examiner. ''

Nonce rti f i. ed

individuals may offer similar services to the public as long as

they do not describe themse 1 ves as being " certified. ''

Certification is especially appropriate when the public needs

assistance in identifying competent practitioners, but where

the risks to health and safety are not severe enough to warrant
licensure.

An example would be detection of deception examiners.

Registration is another appropriate form of regulation.
In its simplest form, registration would require that a person
file his name and address with a destgnated agency.
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However,

it is also possible to have a registration requirement in
combination with minimum practice standards set by the
agency.

Registration is used when the threat ta life,· health,

safety, and economic well-be'ing is relatively small and when
other forms of legal redress are available to the public.

It is possible that registration could be used for unarmed
guards.

The guard would be required to submit his name, address,

date-of birth, and a fingerprint card.

A fingerprint check w�uld

be done and the report sent to the guard t s·employer who would
be responsible for making the decision of whether to retain or
release the guard.
for the decision.

The employer would, of course, be liable

According to 1977 data supplied by Wackenhut Corporation

approximate)y 50 percent of the states license or register
guards.

Another approximately 20 percent of the states license

guard or private investigative agencies.

And approximately

30 percent of the states have no licensing requirements.
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II.

Summary of Conclusion� and Retommendations

The Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 contains criteria which

the Legislature shall consider in determintng whether to reenact

a regulatory chapter.

These criteria and the conclusions based

on the findings of this review are as follows:
1.

Would the absence of regulation significantly harm or

endanger the public health, safety, or welfare?

Yes, because of harm to an indivtdual �s person, property,

and rights that could be inflicted by Undesirable�

unqualified and incompetent private security personnel.
2.

Is there a reasonable relationship between the exercise

of the state's police power and the protection of the public

health, safety, or welfare?

There is a reasonable relationship between the regulation

of the private security industry and the state t s police power if

the regulation applies ·directly to the primary potential for public

harm.

The regulation attempts to improve the quality and competence

of security industry personnel by providing minimum requirements

for licenses and penalizing misconduct.

Qualified and competent

security industry personnel should minimize the potential harm

to an individual's person, property, and rights.
3.

Is there any less restrictive method of regulation

available which could adequately protect the public?
No.

The answers to the previous questions concluded

that some form of state regulation is necessary, thus the option

of no regulation is dismissed.

The staff considered the possibility

of certifying rather than licensing detection of deception examiners.
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The staff concluded the the potential harm to the individual
who is the subject of the polygraph examination is too great
to allow a person without any background qualifications to
conduct the exam.

The staff also considered the registering

rather than licensing of unarmed guards.

The staff concluded

that requiring qualifications for unarmed guards which exceed
the minimal qualifications normally associated with a system
of registration would more adequately protect the public from
harm.
4.

Does the regulation have the effect of directly or

indirectly increasing the cost of any goods or services involved
and, if so, to what degree?

Yes, if the cost of licensing is shifted to the public.

However, the indirectly increased cost in this instance is
apparently negligible.

The total cost of regulation could be

reduced, however, if licensing fees were revised to be more
consistent with costs to administer the program.
5.

Is the increase in cost more harmful to the public than

the harm which could result from the absence of regulation?
No, the increased cost of services as a result of

regulation is insignificant in relation to the potential harm
of deregulation.

In the absence of regulation , the potential

for injury to an individual 1 s person, property, and rights is

increased and for recovering for those injuries is decreased.
6.

Are all facets of the regulatory process designed solely

for the purpose of, and have as their primary effect, the protection
of the public?
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Summary of Conclusions and Recommendattons

Generally, yes.

The possible exceptions are those facets

of regulation which restrict competition and those which unneces
sarily increase costs, such as, license fees inconsistent with
actual fees.

For example, the entry requirements for licensing

as a detection of deception ·examiner unduly restrict ·entfy:into the
field.

Based upon these conclusions, it is recommended:

That the Legislat�re reenact chapter 493, Florida Statutes,

with the following amendments:

- 1. Provide for a manager who can supervise an agency
or branch office if he has three years experience
in a related field, but need not be an owner of an
agency.

- 2. Provide clearly that each agency, including each
branch office, must be under the direct supervtsion
of a person who has had three years experience tn a
related field and who must be on the premises during
business hours.

- 3. Remove the requirement that one year of the three

years experience necessary to direct the business
of the agency be within the state.

- 4. Provide for the issuance of a biennial license.
- 5. Create a Private Security Trust Fund where all license
fees and administrattve fines are to be deposited.
The department shall set the biennial fees to

accurately reflect the cost of administering the
private security licensing function.
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Montes in the

trust· fund shall ·be apprqpriated

- 6. Provide a cap on fees.

by

the Legislature.

- 7. Amend language prohibiting licensing of any person

convicted of a crime involving mbral ··turpitude and

dishonest dealing to a crime whtc� ts directly related

to the position of employment sought.

- 8. Provide clearly that. the department conduct an individual
background investigation of all applicants for licenses

except unarmed guards.

- 9. Provide that the department shall examine an unarmed

guard's fingerprint and police record 5 but shall make
additional investigation only as it deems necessary.

-10. Provide that the bonding and insurance companies notify
the department of any actions against the bond or
insurance policy.

-11. Increase the civil penalty that the department can

assess for violations of law relating to investigative

agencies and guards from an amount not to exceed $1000

to an amount not to exceed $1000 per violation.

-12. Amend the minimum training criteria for weapons and

firearms from not to exceed 10 hours to not less than
8 hours.

-13. Provide that a temporary gun permit be issued only to
a holder of a valtd '' F 11 (unarmed guard) licens.e.

-14. Provide that the department may authorize the use of

a shotgun by a elass "G" (statewide_ gun permit} licensee
in extraordinary circumstances,
67

-15. Provide that the only weapons a Class

11

Gu

(statewide

gun permit} licensee may carry are those specifically

approved by the department.

-16. Provide that a license may be renewed six months or

mare after the expiration date tf the appltcant submits

a new application packet and respective fees.

-17. Delete the requirement that a detection of deception
examiner have a bachelor's degree from a full four

year university or college recognized as such by the

deJLa�tment or a hi•g_n__schQ_QJ___Ji_iploma and five years

experience as an investigator or detective with a
municipal, county, state, or federal agency.

-18. Provide the department with the authority to determine
the qualifications necessary to establish and operate

a polygraph school.

-19. Provide the department the authority to assess a civil
penalty in an amount not to exceed $1000 for each

violation of the law relating to detection of deception

examiners.

-20. Amend the language of the chapter so that it can be more
easily understood.

-21. Provide that a Class ''G" (statewide gun permit) licensee
shall requalify biennially on the ra�ge.

-22. Repeal section 790�01(3), Florida Statutes, which seems to
exernpt private investigators from punishment for carrying

a concealed weapon wtthout � ltcense,
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It is further recommended that the department:
- 1. Develop accounting procedures to reflect the actual
cost incurred in administering the private security

regulatory function.
- 2. Regional representatives should be transferred
from the Office of the Secretary back to the
Division of Licensing.

Specialization of ·investigation

and direct assignment to the division would provide for
accountability and an efficient method of determining
the cost of administering the licensing function in
order to determine the amount of license fees.
- 3. Thoroughly review and revise the rules relating to
chapter 493.

It is further recommended that the Governor, Secretary of
State, or Legislature:
- l. Review the study completed by the Senate Committee on
Governmental Operations in 1977 concerning the

Division of Licensing and ·take approprtate action.

69

A p

e·

.e n d

t

X

e

,s.

F.S.1979

INVESTIGATIVE AGENCIES; DECEPTION DETECTORS

Ch. 493

CHAPTER 493
INVESTIGATIVE AGENCIES; DECEPTION DETECTORS
_ PART I PRIVATE INVESTIGATIVE AGENCIES, PATROL AGENCIES, ETC.
-·- {ss. 4113�1=-493.2SJ
PART II REGULATION OF DETECTION OF DECEPTION EXAMINERS
(ss. 493.40-493.56)
PART I

(3) "Private detective" means and includes any
person engaged in the business of private investiga
PRIVATE INVESTIGATIVE AGENCIES,
tions but who does not employ any full-time or part
PATROL AGENCIES, ETC.
time private investigator-S.
(4) "Watchman," "guard," or "patrol contractor"
493.01 Definitions, part I.
means and includes any person who, as an indepen
493.02 Powers and duties of Department of State. dent contractor, and not as an employee, engages in
493.03 Application for license.
the business offurnishing for hire watchman, guard
493.04 License requirements.
or patrol service which is performed by himself and
493.05 Notification to Department of State of new who does not hire any full-time or part-time watch
partner or corporate officer.
man, guard or patrolman.
493.06 License and other fees.
(5) "Private investigator" means and includes
493.07 Investigation of applicants by Department anyone who performs the services of private investi
of State.
gation, or who directly supervises others in the per
493.08 Issuance of license.
formance of such services.
493.09 Licensee's bond and insurance.
(6) "Private investigation" means and includes
493.091 Supervision of agencies.
investigation by a person or persons for the purpose
493.10 License; contents; posting.
of obtaining information with reference to any of the
493.11 Inapplicability of part I of this chapter.
following matters:
493.12 Renewal ·of license.
(a) Crime or wrongs done or threatened against
the United States or any state or territory of the
493.13 Change of location of licensee.
493.14 Power of department to deny, suspend or United States, when operating under express writ
revoke license.
ten authority of the governmental official responsi
ble for authorizing such investigations;
493.15 Cancellation of license.
(b) The identity, habits, conduct, movements,
493.17 Death of licensee; carrying on of business.
whereabouts, affiliations, associations, transactions,
493.18 Trust fund.
493.19 Divulging information; prohibited; false reputation or character of any person, group of per
sons, association, organization, society, other group
reports; penalty.
of persons or partnership or corporation;
493.20 Exclusion of tax.
(c) The credibility of witnesses or other persons;
493.21 Weapons and firearms; training require(d) The whereabouts of missing persons;
ments; permit.
(e) The location or recovery of lost or stolen pror.,..
493.22 Violation; penalty.
erty, including the business of repossessing or fi.
493.23 Enforcement of part I; investigation.
493.231 Department of Legal Affairs; enforcement. nance adjusting;
(f) The causes and origin of, or responsibility for
493.25 Acts prohibited by licensees or employees
fires, or libels, or slanders, or losses, or accidents, or
acting as repossessors.
493.26 Requirement of inventory by recoverer of damage, or injuries to real or personal property;
(g) The affiliation, connection or relation of any
personal property.
493.28 Association with government not to be im person, partnership or corporation with any union
organization, society or association or with any offi
plied.
cial member represented hereof;
1
493.01 Definitions, part I.-As used in this act:
(h) With reference to any person seeking employ
(1) "Private investigative agency" means and in ment in the place of any person who has quit work
cludes any person, firm, company, partnership or by reason of any strike;
corporation, engaged in the business of furnishing
(i) With reference to the conduct, honesty, effi
for hire private investigations and which employs ciency, loyalty or activities of employees, agents,
one or more full-time or part-time private investiga contractors and subcontractors;
tors.
(j) The business of securing evidence to be used
(2) "Watchman," "guard," or "patrol agency" before investigating committees, boards of award, or
means and includes any person, firm, company, part arbitration; or in the trial of civil or criminal cases
nership or corporation, engaged in the business of and the preparation therefor;
furnishing for hire watchman, guard or patrolman
(k) The conducting of studies or surveys to deter
services and which employs one or more full-time or mine methods and means of providing security for
the person requesting the studies or surveys;
part-time watchmen, guards or patrolmen.
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(1) The giving of detection of deception examina
tions;
(m) Service of court process for consideration by
persons other than employees offederal, state, coun
ty, or municipal police agencies.
(7) "Watchman," "guard," or "patrolman"
means and includes persons who directly supervise
others who, or who themselves, separately or collec
tively, guard persons or property or attempt to pre
vent theft or unlawful taking of goods, wares and
merchandise, or attempt to prevent the misappropri
ation or concealment of goods, wares or merchan
dise, money, bonds, stocks, choses in action, notes, or
other valuable documents, papers and articles of val
ue, or to procure the return thereof, or who perform
the services of such watchman, guard or patrolman,
or other person for any of said purposes, but exempt
ing armored car services when such armored car
services are regulated in any manner by the Florida
Public Service Commission.
(8) "Licensee" means and includes any person,
firm, company, partnership or corporation licensed
under this chapter.
(9) The personal pronoun "he" i:nplies the im
personal pronoun "it."
(10) Department means the Department of State.
Histoey.-s. l, ch. 63-340; s. l, ch. 65-390; s. l, ch. 65-52; ss. 19, 35, ch. 69-106;

F.S.1979

information systems and to criminal justice intelli
gence information, as defined in s. 943.07.

History.-s. 2. ch. 63-340; s. 2. ch. 65-390; ss. 10, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 1, ch. 75-230:
s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 2. ch. 76-li0; s. 1, ch. 77-174; s. l, ch. 77-457.
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3,�h. 76-168, as amended bys. i. ch. 77-457, effective
July l, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section pnor
to that date.

493.03 Application for license.(1) Each person, partner, or, in the case of corpo
rations, each corporate officer, must qualify sepa
rately for a license under this part and shall file with
the department a written application accompanied
py a fee of$25 to cover costs, except that an applicant
for a Class "F" or a Class "G" license shall not be
required to pay the S25 application fee. The fee shall
not be rebatable. The written application shall be in
accordance with the following provisions:
(a) If the applicant is an individual, the applica
tion shall be signed and verified by the individual.
(b) If the applicant is a firm or partnership, a
separate application shall be signed and verified by
each individual composing or intending to compose,
in the immediate future, such firm or partnership.
(c) If the applicant is a corporation, a separate
application shall be signed and verified by each offic
er (not including assistant secretaries or assistant
treasurers) thereof.
(d) The application shall contain the followin g
s. 183, ch. 71-377; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 1, ch. 76-170; s. 1, ch. 77-174; s. 1, ch. 77-457.
information
concerning the individual signing the
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended hrs. l, ch. 77-457, effective
July l, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section prior
same:
to that date.
1. Full name and title of position held with appli
cant;
1
493.02 Powers and duties of Department of
2. Age, date and place of birth;
State.3. The present residence address and the resi(1) The department is hereby vested with the
addresses within the 5 years immediately pre
power, jurisdiction and authority to issue and revoke dence
ceding the submission of the application;
licenses to private investigative agencies, watch4. Occupations held presently and within the 5
man, guard or patrol agencies, private detectives, years immediately preceding the submission of the
watchmen, guards, patrolmen, and watchman, application;
guard or patrol contractors therefor, to deny such
5. A statement that he is 18 years of age or older;
applicants a license or to suspend a license for rea6. The address of the principal place in which the
sonable period, or to assess a civil penalty against business is to be conducted;
the licensee in an amount not to exc�ed $1,000. The
7. The address of all branch offices within the
department shall have the power, jurisdiction and state;
authority to promulgate re3,$onable rules and regu8. The name under which the business is to be
lations for its own government and in the exercise of conducted;
its powers hereunder, for the conduct of the business
9. The names and addresses of all partners or
of private investigative agencies, private detective, officers and directors, as the case may be;
and watchman, guard or patrol contractors, watch10. A full set of fingerprints and a photograph of
man, guard or patrol agencies, not in conflict with the signatory taken within 2 years immediately pre
the Constitution and laws of the United States or of ceding the submission of the application;
this state and may amend same as provided in chap11. A statement of the experience of the signatoter 120 .
ry which he believes would qualify him, his firm or
(2) No person, firm, company, partnership or cor- his corporation for a license under this chapter;
poration shall furnish private investigations, watch12. A statement of any or all arrests of the sign aman, guard or patrolman services, nor shall he ad- tory; and
vertise, solicit nor in any way promise nor inform
13. Such further facts as may be required by the
anyone that he will perform such services without department to show that the person signi:ng the ap
receiving from the Department of State a license as plication is competent, honest, truthful, trustwo:·
provided herein.
thy, of good character and bears a reputation for fair
(3) In order to carry out the duties of the depart- dealing.
ment prescribed in this part, designated employees
(2) The provisions of this section shall not apply
of the Division of Licensing of the department shall to any full-time police officer, full-time deputy sh�r
have access to the information in criminal justice iff, part-time police officer, part-time deputy shenff.
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auxiliary police officer, or auxiliary deputy sheriff addition of any or all partners and officers of the
who is duly certified by the Police Standards and corporate agency, and upon receipt of application
Training Commission when he is performing duties forms from the department, shall cause the same to
be completed by the new partner or officer and the
approved by his superiors.
History.-a. 3, ch. 63-340; s. 3, ch.65-390; ss. 10, 35. ch.69-106; s. 2, ch.75-230;
same
shall be filed with the department and an ap
s. 3 ch. 76-168; s. 3, ch. 76-170; s. 1, ch. 76-267; s. 1, ch. 77-116; s. 1. ch. 77-457.
plication fee of$25 paid. The agency's good standing
'Note.-Repealed bya. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. 1, ch. i7-457, effecti\·e
Juh· 1, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section prior
under this part shall be contingent upon the depart
to that date.
ment's approval of any such new partner or officer.
1

493.04 License requirements.-

(1) Every corporation applying for a license hereunder must be organized, or authorized to do busi. ness, under the laws of this state and shall have the
capacity to make valid contracts and to sue and be
sued in this state. Each person, each partner, the
president of a corporation, and the officer or manag
er of the corporation who actively directs the busi
ness of the corporation, shall have had at least 3
years' experience performing the type of service°per:
m1tted under ttie license ·applied for or the e�
lent thereof in related fields, except that this re
quirement does not apply to applicants for a Class
"F" or a Class "G" license. One year of such experi- 1
-r
ence shall be within this state. (2) E'lery person shall, before being employed as
a watchman, guard, or patrolman, as defined herein,
by any person, firm, company, partnership, or corpo
ration, make application to the department for a
Class "F" license. An unarmed watchman, guard, or
patrolman may be employed by any person, firm,
company, partnership, or corporation before such
application is approved. If the department denies,
suspends or revokes a license after issuance, the em
ployment of such person shall be terminated imme
diately. Each person, firm, company, partnership, or
corporation shall, upon the employment or termina
tion of employment of a watchman, guard, or patrol
man, report such employment or termination imme
diately to the department. During the period of em
ployment of any person who has a Class "F" or Class
"G" license, or a temporary Class "G" license, the
licensee shall keep the license in his possession. No
Class "F" or Class "G" licensee is authorized to do
business except as an employee of another person,
firm, company, partnership, or corporation; nor is
such licensee authorized to use any fictitious or as
sumed name unless he qualifies under the Fictitious
Name Statute.
(3) The provisions of this section shall not apply
to any full-time police officer, full-time deputy sher
iff, part-time police officer, part-time deputy sheriff,
auxiliary police officer, or auxiliary deputy sheriff
who is duly certified by the Police Standards and
Training Commission when he is performing duties
approved by his superiors.

History.-s. 5, ch. 63-340; s.4, ch. 65-390; ss.10, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 3, ch.76-168;
s. 1. ch. 77-457.
'N°ote.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended by s. 1. ch. 77-457, effective
July 1, 1980, except for the possible effect of,laws affecting this section prior
to that date.
1

493.06

License and other fees.-

The license fees applicable to the seven types
of licenses provided for under this part are:
(a) Class A. Private investigative agency: $100.
(b) Class B. Watchman, guard, or patrolman
agency: $100.
(c) Class C. Private detective: $50.
(d) Class D. Watchman, guard, or patrolman
contractor: $25.
(e) Class E. Branch office: $25.
(f) Class F. Unarmed watchman, guard, or pa
trolman employee: $10.
(g) Class G. Statewide gun permit: $25. Issu
ance of this permit shall not authorize the possession
of a concealed weapon.
(2) The fees set forth in this section shall be paid
by certified check or money order or, at the discre
tion of the department, by company check at the
time the license is issued, except that the applicant
for a Class "F" or Class "G" license shall pay the
license fee at the time the application is made. Once
a license is issued, if it is subsequently revoked, the
license fee shall not be returned to the licensee. The
holders of all types of licenses may furnish only the
services described under the definition for that type
of license contained in s. 493.01.
(3) The department may charge the following
fees:
(a) Replacement of a Class "F" or Class "G" lami
nated card: $5.
(b) Transfer of Class "G" license: $10.
(1)

History,-s. 6, ch. 63-340; s. 5, ch. 65-390; ss. 10, 35, ch.69-106; s.2, ch. 75-230;
s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 4, ch. 76-170; s. 1, ch. 77-457.
1Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. l, ch. 77-457, effective
July l; 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section prior
to that date.

493.07 Investigation of applicants by Department of State.1

(1) Prior to the issuance of licenses under this
part, the department shall make individual investi
gations of the general fitness and suitability, includ
ing the mental and physical fitness, of applicants for
licenses. The investigations shall include:
History.-s. 4, ch. 63-340; s. l, ch.67-522; ss. 10, 35, ch.69-106; s. 2, ch. 75-230;
(a) A thorough background investigation of the
s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 3, ch. 76-170; s. 2. ch. 76-267; s. 1, ch. 77-116; s. 1, ch. 77-457.
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. 1, ch.77-457, effective
individual's general character and reputation for
July l, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section prior
honesty, truthfulness, integrity, moral fitness, and
to that date.
fair dealing.
1
493.05 Notification to Department of State of
(b) An examination of fingerprint records and
new partner or corporate officer.-After filing police records.
(cJ Such other investigation of individuals as the
the application, unless the department declines to
issue the license, or revokes it after issuance, all department may deem necessary.
private investigative agencies, and all watchman,
(2) Prior to the issuance of permits under s.
guard or patrolmen agencies, shall notify the depart- 493.21 to armed watchmen, guards, or patrolmen,
ment within 10 days of the removal, replacement or the department shall make an additional investiga1249
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tion of applicants, which shall include:
(a) Fingerprint records.
(b) Police records.
(c) General mental and physical fitness to carry
a weapon or firearm.

History.-s. 7, ch. 63-340; ss. 10, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 2, ch. 75-230; s.3, ch. 76-168;
s. 5, ch. 76-170; s. l, ch. 77-457.
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch.76-168, as amended bys.1, ch.77-457, effective
July l, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section prior
to that date.
1

493.08

Issuance of license.-

When the department shall be satisfied of the
good character, competency and integrity of the ap
plicant, or, if the applicant be a firm or partnership,
the individual members thereof, or, if the applicant
be a corporation, the officers thereof, it shall inform
the applicant of its findings and that license shall be
issued upon the applicant's posting a licensee's bond
as provided for in s. 493.09. Upon the posting of such
licensee's bond, the department shall issue and de
liver to such applicant a license to conduct the type
of business applied for at the premises stated in the
application. Such license shall not be transferable
and shall be revoked or canceled only by the depart
ment.
(2) Grounds for denial of license shall be:
(a) Conviction of a felony in this or any other
state where civil rights have not been restored;
(b) Conviction of a crime involving moral turpi
tude or dishonest dealings;
(c) Has not reached his 18th birthday;
(d) Failure to meet the experience qualifications
required under the provisions of this part;
(e) Failure to meet character qualifications;
(f) Falsifying application for license;
(g) Conducting business without benefit of prop
er license; and
(h) Failure to meet any qualification or require
ment prescribed in this part, or for any cause which,
if the applicant had already been licensed hereun
der, would be grounds for revocation of such license.
(1)

History.-s. 8, ch.63-340; s.6, ch.65-390; ss.10, 35, ch.69-106; s.3, ch. 76-168;
s. l, ch. 77-116; s. 43, ch. 77-121; s. l, ch. 77-457.
'Note.-Repealed bys.3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys.1, ch. 77-457, effective
hi} 1, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section prior
to that date.
cf.-s. 112.011 Felons; removal of disqualifications for employment, excep
tions.

for death, bodily injury, and personal injury. Cover
age shall•include false arrest, detention or imprison
ment, malicious prosecution, libel, slander, defama
tion of character, and violation of the right of priva
cy in the amount of $100,000 per person and 8300.
000 per occurrence and property damage in th�
amount of $100,000 per occurrence. The certificate
shall provide that the insurance shall not be modi
fied or canceled unless 30 days' prior written notice
is given to the department. However, this subsection
shall not apply to those who receive a Class "E"
Class "F," or Class "G" license.
History.-s. 9, ch. 63-340; s. 2, ch. 75-230; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 6' ch.;s.1;0-· 1
1, ch. 77-457.
'Note.-Repealed bys.3, ch. 7�168, as amended bys. 1, ch. 77-457, eifec-J,e
July l, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this sectio11 prior
to that date.

1
493.091 Supervision of agencies.-Each agen
cy must be under the direct supervision of the owner
or corporate officer upon whose qualifications the
agency is licensed.

History.-s. 2. ch. 67-522; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. l. ch. 77-457.
'Note.-Repealed bys.3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. l, ch. 77-457, effec-.1,,
July 1, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section pncr
to that date.
1

(1)

493,10

License; contents; posting.-

(1) All licenses issued pursuant to this part shall
be in a form prescribed by the department. The li
cense shall specify the name under which the appli
cant is to operate, the address of the principal place
of business, the expiration date, the full names and
titles of the persons who submitted application
forms, the number of the license, and any other in•
formation the department deems necessary. All li
censes, except Class "F" and Class "G" licenses, ex
pire at midnight on June 30 of each year. Class ''F"
and Class "G" licenses expire each year at midnight
on the date of birth of the licensee, The department
may prorate license fees.
(2) The license" shall at all times be posted in a
conspicuous place in the principal place of business
of the licensee in this state.
(3)(a) The department shall upon application and
payment of fee issue a separate license for each
branch office mentioned in the application. Said li
cense shall be in a form designed by the department
but it shall at least specify the name under which the
licensee operates, its license number and the addre�
of the location to which the license applies. Each
branch office must be under the direct supervision of
a licensed owner, partner, corporate officer or oth(•r
person licensed to perform the services offered by
the agency. The agency shall provide proper surety
bond as provided by s. 493.09 for each branch offic�(b) No license shall be valid to protect any b�1·
ness transacted at any place other than that d�si�:
nated in the license unless consent is first obtain,--:!
from the department and until written consent 0�
the surety or sureties on the bond required to b� 01�
by s. 493.09 to such transfer be filed with the oripn:u
bond and the change of location of licensee prov:•
sions of s. 493.13 of this part be complied with. Su�n
license shall not be valid to protect any licensee w :-.
engages in the business under any name other th:,::
that specified in said license. A license issued ur:ds·r
this part shall not be assignable and no licensees�:,..
conduct a business under a fictitious name unie-··

493.09 Licensee's bond and insurance.The licensee's bond referred to in s. 493.08
shall be a surety bond executed by the applicant and
two or more sureties, or by a surety company author
ized to do business in this state, payable to the Gover
nor of this state in the sum of $5,000 conditioned
upon the faithful and honest conduct and perform
ance by the licensee of the business so licensed. If
any person shall be aggrieved by the misconduct of
any such licensed agency, such person may maintain
an action in his own name upon the bond of said
agency, in any court having jurisdiction of the
amount claimed. Any remedies given by this section
shall not be exclusive of any other remedy which
would otherwise exist. No bond shall be required for
those persons who receive a Class "F" or Class "G"
license.
(2} No license shall be issued unless the applicant
files with the department a certificate of insurance
evidencing comprehensive general liability coverage
1250
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and until it has obtained the written authorization sively in connection with the affairs of that employer
of the department to do so. The department shall not or to an unarmed watchman, guard, or patrolman
authorize the use of a fictitious name which is so employed exclusively to do work on the premises,
similar to that of a public officer or agency, or of that and in connection with the affairs, of that employer,
used by another licensee, that the public may be when there exists an employer-employee relation
confused or misled thereby. The authorization for ship.
the use of a fictitious name shall require as a condi
(e) To any person, firm, company, partnership,
tion precedent to the use of such name the filing of corporation, or any bureau or agency whose business
a certificate of doing business under a fictitious i'i exclusively the furnishing of information as to the
name under s. 865.09. No licensee shall be permitted business and financial standing, and credit responsi
to conduct business under more than one name ex bility of persons, firms, or corporations, or as to the
cept as licensed. A licensee desiring to change its personal habits and financial responsibility of appli
licensed name at any time except upon renewal of cants for insurance, indemnity bonds or commercial
license shall notify the department and pay a fee of credit.
(f) To any corporation duly authorized by the
$10 for each authorized change of name; and upon
returning the license to the department with a cer state to operate a central burglar or fire alarm pro
tificate from his surety on the bond provided for in tection business.
(g) To attorneys or counselors at law in the regu
s. 493.09 to the effect that said bond covers the li
censee's new name, the newly authorized name shall lar practice of their profession, but such exemption
then be entered upon the license and same returned shall not inure to the benefit of any employee or
representative of such attorney or counselor at law
to the licensee.
(4) It shall be the duty of every licensee to fur who is not employed solely, exclusively and regular
nish all of its partners and officers, as the case may ly by such attorney or counselor at law.
(h) To any state or national bank or bank holding
be, and all employees who are private investigators
or watchmen, guards and patrolmen, and to furnish company, credit union, or small loan company under
himself in the case of a private detective or watch chapters 516, 519, and 520; consumer credit report
man, guard or patrolman contractor, an identifica ing agency regulated under 15 U.S.C. ss.1681 et seq.;
tion card. Such card shall be in a form and design as or collection agency.
(2) No person, firm, company, partnership, cor
may be approved by the Department of State, but
shall specify at least the name of the holder of the poration or any bureau or agency, exempted hereun
card, the name and number of the licensee, and be der from the application of this part, with the excep
signed by a representative of the licensee and by the tion of any state or national bank or bank holding
holder of the card. Such card shall be in the posses company, credit union, small loan company, con
sion of each partner, officer, or employee while on sumer credit reporting agency, or collection agency,
duty. Upon suspension or revocation of a license, it shall perform any manner of private investigator or
shall be the duty of each partner, officer, or em watchman, guard or patrol agency service for any
person, firm, company, partnership, corporation, bu
ployee to return the card to his employer.
(5) Each Class "F" or Class "G" license shall re reau or agency whether for fee, hire, reward, other
main in the custody and control of the employee. compensation, remuneration, or consideration or as
Upon termination of employment, the employer an accommodation without fee, reward or remunera
shall immediately notify the department on the tion or by a reciprocal arrangement whereby such
services are exchanged on request of parties thereto.
form provided.
(6) Each person to whom a license and card have The commission of a single act prohibited by this
been issued shall be responsible for the safekeeping section shall constitute a violation thereof.
11, ch. 63-340; s. 1, ch. 72-117; s. 7, ch. 7 5-230; s. 3, ch. 76-168;
of same and shall not loan, or let or allow any other s. History.-s.
1, ch. 77-457.
person to use or display, said license or card.
'Note�Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. 1, ch. TT-457, effective
Hlstory.-s. 10, ch. 63-340; s. 7, ch. 65-390; s. 3, ch. 67-522; ss. 10, 35, ch.
69-106; s. 3, ch. 75-230; s. 3, ch. 78-168; s. 7, ch. 78-170; s. 1, ch. 77-457.
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 78-168, as amended bys. 1, ch. 77-457, effective
July 1, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section prior
to that date.

July 1, 1980, except for the poss,ble effect of laws affecting this section prior
to that date.
1

493.12

Renewal of license.-

(1) A license granted under the provisions of this
1
493.11 Inapplicability of part I of this chap- part may be renewed by the department.
(2) No less than 90 days prior to the expiration
ter.date of the license, the department shall mail to each
(1) This part shall not apply:
(a) To any detective or officer belonging to the licensee a written notice of the expiration and a re
agencies of the United States or this state, or any newal form prescribed by the department.
(3) A licensee shall renew his license prior to ex
county or municipality of this state, while any such
officer is engaged in the performance of his official piration by filing with the department, at least 45
days prior to expiration, the renewal form accompaduties.
(b) To special police officers appointed by the nied by:
(a) Payment of the fee prescribed in s. 493.06,
state or by the police department of any city or county within the state while any such officer is engaged except that the Class "G" renewal fee shall be $15.
(bl Posting of the surety bond required in s.
in the performance of his official duties.
(c) To insurance investigators or adjusters li- 493.09.
(4) A licensee who fails to renew his license becensed as such.
(d) To any person employed as an unarmed spe- fore it expires may renew his license by fulfilling the
cial agent, detective, or private investigator exclu- requirements of subsection (3) and paying a late fee
1251
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equal to the amount of the license fee.
(5) No license shall be renewed 6 months or more
after the expiration date.
(6) No person, firm, compan�, partnership, or
corporation shall carry on any business r�gulated by
this part during any period which may exist between
the date of expiration and the date of renewal of a
license.
(7) Before a Class "G" license is renewed, the
licensee shall fulfill health and training require
ments which the department shall promulgate by
rule.

History.-s. 12, ch. 63-340; s. 8, ch. 65-390: ss. 10, 35. ch. 69-106; s. 3. ch.
iG-168; s. 8, ch. 76-170; s. l, ch. 77-174; s. 1, ch. 77-457.
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3. ch. 76-168, as amended bys. 1,. ch. 17-457, �ffective
July 1, 1980, except for the poosible effect of laws affecting this section pnor
to that date.

493.13 Change of location of licensee.-�n the
event the licensee desires to change the location of
any place of business indicated in his application on
file with the Department of State, he shall notify the
department. The Department of State shall send to
him suitable forms designed by the Department of
State, the purpose of which shall be to record in the
office of the department the fact that there has been
a change by way of substitution of the licensee's
pta�e or places of business. Upon completion of such
form the licensee shall return it to the Department
of State, together with a fee of $10 for each changed
location, and a certificate from his surety on t�e
bond mentioned in s. 493.09, to the effect that said
bond covers the licensee's business at the changed
location. The department shall thereupon send to
the licensee a certificate of registration of each
changed location. Said certificate shall be in a form
designed by the Department of S�ate, bu� it shall at
least specify the name under which the licensee op
erates its license number and the address of the
locati�n to which the certificate of registration ap
plies. The holder of a Class "F" or Class "G" license
shall not be required to pay the $10 fee for each
change of location.
1

History.-s. 13, ch. 63-340; sa. 10, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 4, ch. 75-230; s. 3, ch.
76-168; s. 1, ch. 77-457.
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. l_. ch. 7'!-457, _effecti_ve
J Jl) 1, 1980. except for the po,sible effect oflaws affecb'lg this section prior
to that date.
1

493.14 Power of department to deny, sus

pend or revoke license.-

F.S.1979

est of the general public, or has been convicted of a
felony in this, or any other state, and has not had his
civil rights restored;
(g) Failure of the licensee to maintain in full
force and effect the surety bond referred to in s.
493.09;
(h) Upon the disqualification or insolvency of the
sureties of the bond referred to in s. 493.09, unless
such licensee files a new bond with sufficient sure
ties within 30 days after notice from the Department
oflnsurance of this state or of the surety company's
home state;
(i) If the licensee impersonated, permitted, or
aided and abetted an employee to impersonate, a law
enforcement officer or any employee of this state.
United States, or any political subdivision thereof;
(j) Willfully failed or refused to render to a client
services or a report as agreed between the parties
and for which compensation has been paid or ten
dered in accordance with the agreement of the par•
ties;
(k) Committed assault, battery, or kidnapping; or
used force or violence on any person except in self..
defense or in the defense of a client;
(1) Knowingly violated or advised, encouraged or
assisted the violation of any court order or injunc
tion in the course of business as a licensee;
(m) Acted as a runner or a capper for any attor•
ney;
(n) Committed any act which is a ground for a
denial of an application for license under this chap
ter and these acts.
If committed by the applicant prior to issuance of
license, the foregoing shall be grounds for the refusal
by the department to issue such license.
(2) Upon revocation or suspension of license, the
licensee shall forthwith return the license which was
suspended.
(3) The Department of State shall hold as confi•
dential any information of a personal nature or_ that
relating to the conduct of the trade or profession.

History.-s. 14, ch. 63-340; s. 9, ch. 65-390; ss. 10, 13, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 3, ch.
76-168; s. 1, ch. 77-457.
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3. ch. 76-168, as amended bys. 1, ch. 77-457, e_ ffecuve
July 1, 1980, except for the possible effect of iaws affecting this section pnor
to that date.
1
493.15 Cancellation of license.-In the event
the licensee desires to cancel the license, he shall
notify the Department of State and the department
shall supply him with proper forms as designed by
the Department of State to effectuate the cancella
tion of said license. Upon cancellation of said license,
the licensee shall forthwith return to the Depart·
ment of State the license so canceled.
History.-s. 15, ch. 63-340; ss. 10, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 1, ch

(!) The department may deny, refuse to renew,
or may suspend or may revoke a license for any one
or more of the following grounds:
(a) Fraud or willful misrepresentation in appli
cation for or in obtaining a license;
(b) Willfully and knowingly violating any of t�e
provisions of this part by the licensee or any of his
employees;
��
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch, 76-168. as amended bys. 1, ch. 77-457, effect!_'"
(c) If the licensee or anyone 1� h� employ _has July
1, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section pnor
been adjudged guilty of the comm1ss1on of a crime to that date.
involving moral turpitude;
1
493.17 Death of licensee; carrying on of busi(d) A false statement by the licensee that any
_
person is or has been in his employ;
ness...
(1) Upon the death of an individual or in�lVldu 
(e) If the licensee or any of his or its empl�yees
is found guilty of willful betrayal of a professional als, of whose qualification a license under this part
secret;
has been obtained, the business with which the dec
. .
. employees 1s
(f) If the licensee or any of his
m dent was connected may be carried on for a period 0f
competent, or is guilty of conduct against the inter- 90 days by the following:
1252
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(a) In the case of an individual licensee the sur
viving spouse, or, if there be none, the executor, or
administrator of the estate of the decedent.
(b) In case of a partnership, the surviving part
ners.
(c) In case of an officer of a firm, company, associ
ation, organization or corporation, the other officers
thereof.
(2) Upon the authorization of the Department of
State the business may be carried on for a further
period of time when necessary to complete any inves
tigation or contract, or assist in any litigation pend. ing
at the death of the decedent.
(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed to
restrict the sale of a business licensed pursuant to·
this part; provided, however, the vendee qualifies for
a license under the provisions of this part.
_}i�.tory.-s. 17, ch. 63-340; ss. 10, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 1, ch.

Ch. 493

without obtaining any additional license, permit,
re�istration, or identification card, except as re
quired by s. 493.21, any municipal or county ordi
nance or resolution to the contrary notwithstanding.
However, all licensees hereunder, e4'Cept those is
sued a Class "F" or Class "G" license, shall be re
quired to obtain a city and county occupational li
cense in each city and county where the licensee
maintains a physical office.
History.-•. 20, ch. 63-340; s. 4, ch. 75-230; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 1, ch. 77-457.

'Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. l, ch. 77-457, effective
July 1, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section prior
to that date.

1
493.21 Weapons and firearms; training re
quirements; perm.it.. (1) . It is hereby specifically provided that nothing
m this part shall be construed to authorize any li
censee or his employees to carry any weapon or fire
t ,-4;:>,.
arm without first complying fully with the require
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. 1, ch. 77-457, effective
ments of subsection (2) and paragraph 493.06(1)(g).
July 1, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section prior
(2) The department shall issue a Class "G" state
to that date.
wide permit to persons licensed under the provisions
1
493.18 Trust fund.of this part to carry a weapon or firearm to be owned
Cl) All funds derived from renewal of Class "G" and issued by their employers upon:
license fees paid under this part shall be deposited
(a) Satisfactory completion of a thorough back
into a trust fund to be known as the Private Investi ground investigation of the individual's police record
gative Agency Licensing Law Trust Fund, to be used and general character made by the department,
by the Division of Licensing of the department to which investigation indicates that the individual is
employ personnel and pay expenses to carry out the a fit person to carry a weapon or firearm;
(b) The meeting of minimum training criteria for
provisions of this chapter.
t2) The unencumbered balance in the trust fund weapons and firearms, not to exceed 10 hours, which
at the beginning of each fiscal year shall not exceed shall be promulgated by the department.
(3) No employee shall carry or be furnished a
$50,000, and any excess shall be transferred to the
weapon or firearm unless required by his duties; nor
General Revenue Fund.
History.-s. 18, ch. 63-340; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 9, ch. 76-170; s. l, ch. 77-457. shall an employee carry such weapon or firearm ex
'Note.-Repealed b}' s. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. l, ch. 77-457, effective
cept in connection with said duties. The weapon or
July l, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section prior
firearm shall be encased in view at all times when
to that date,
carried pursuant to this subsection, unless the em
1
493.19 Divulging information; prohibited; ployee complies with ss. 790.05 and 790.06 as they
false reports; penalty.-No licensee or any em pertain to concealed weapons or firearms.
(4)(a) No employee shall carry or be furnished a
ployee of such licensee shall divulge to any person,
except as otherwise provided by law, other than to weapon or firearm until he has received a Class "G"
his principal or his employer any information ac statewide permit, or a temporary Class "G" license,
quired as a result of any investigation, surveillance, to carry such weapon or firearm under the provi
or other employment performed by such licensee or sions of this section. However, nothing in this act
employee. Provided, however, that the provisions of shall abrogate the provisions of paragraph
this section shall not apply to any employer who is 790.25(3)(n). The statewide permit shall remain in
also the holder of a license issued pursuant to this effect only during the period the applicant is em
part who has the written consent of the client or ployed as a guard.
(b) The department shall issue a Class "G" state
principal to divulge any information falling within
the terms of this section, and further provided, that wide permit to security personnel upon receiving
the provisions of this section will not apply to the proof from the employer that the applicant meets
taking of testimony or the receiving of evidence in the criteria as set forth herein, and said permit shall
any judicial proceeding. Any person violating thisl remain in effect during the period the applicant is
section or any employee who shall willfully make a employed. It shall be the responsibility of the em
false report to his employer concerning his employ ployer immediately to notify the Department of
ment or work shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the State of the employee's termination of employment,
second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 at which time the department shall revoke said per
mit.
or s. 775.083.
(c) The department may issue a 45-day tempo
History,-s. 19. ch. 63-340; s. 1, ch. 67-487; s. 446, ch. il-136; s. 3, ch. 76-168;
s. 1. ch. 77-457.
rary Class "G" license which may be renewed. This
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3. ch. 76-168, as amended bys. 1, ch. 77-457, effective
temporary license may be issued only after:
July 1, 1980, e,c:cept for the possible effect of laws affecting this section prior
to that date.
1. Completion of an investigation of the individu
al's
Florida police record by the department, which
1
493.20 Exclusion of tax.-Payment of the li investigation indicates that the individual is a fit
cense fee provided for hereunder authorizes the li person to carry a weapon or firearm; and
2. The meeting of minimum physical fitness cricensee to practice his profession anywhere in Florida
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teria and minimum training criteria for weapons
and firearms, not to exceed 10 hours, which criteria
shall be promulgated by the department.
(d) The department shall revoke the temporary
Class "G" license if it finds that the individual has
a police record in another state or is otherwise unfit
to carry a firearm.
(5) A licensee who has been issued a Class "G"
statewide permit pursuant to this section is exempt
from the requirements of ss. 790.05 and 790.06 while
carrying out the duties he is licensed to perform
under this act, provided he does not carry a con
cealed weapon or firearm.
(6) The only firearm a Class "G" licensee may
carry is a standard police .38 caliber revolver with
standard ammunition, unless otherwise approved by
the department.

History.--s. 21, ch. 63-340; s. 4, ch. 75-230; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 10. ch. 76-170;
s. l. ch. 77-174; s. l, ch. 77-457.
'Note.-Repe�ed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. 1. ch. 77-457, effective
July 1, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section prior
to that date.
1
493.22 Violation; penalty.-Any person who vi
olates any provisions of this part shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as pro
vided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

History.-s. 22. ch.�; s. 447, ch. 71-136; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s.1, ch. 77-457.
'Note.-Repealed by s. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. 1 ch. 77-457, effective
J,,Jy 1, 1980. except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section prior
to that date.

F.S.1979

ry council shall insofar as possible be geographically
distributed and representative of the various seg
ments of the profession. The council shall organize
elect a chairman and thereafter meet upon call of
the chairman through the department. The council
shall counsel and advise with the department and
make recommendations relative to the operation
and regulation of the industry. Such advisory coun
cil members as are appointed by the department
shall serve without pay; however, state per diem and
travel allowances may be claimed for attendance at
officially called meetings of the council as provided
by s. 112.061.

Hlstory.-s. 23. ch. 6->340; s. 11. ch. 65-390; ss. 10. 35, ch. 69-106; s. 5, ch.
75-230; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 11, ch. 76-170; s. l, ch. 77-457; s. 4., ch. 78-323.
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. 1. ch. 77-457, effective
July 1, 1980, except for the poSSlble effect of laws affecting this section prior
to that date.
'Note.-Repealed bys. 4, ch. 78-323, effective October 1. 1981, except for the
possible effect of laws affecting this subsection prior to that date.
1
493.231 Department of Legal Affairs; en
forcement.-The Department of Legal Affairs shall
be attorney for the Department of State in the en
forcement of this part and shall conduct any investi
gations incident to its legal responsibility.

History.-s. 12, ch. 65-390; ss. 10, 11, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 1, ch.
7i-457.
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. 1. ch. 77-457, effective
July 1, 1980, except for the possible e:fect of laws affecting this section prior
to that date.

1
493.25 Acts prohibited by licensees or em1493.23 Enforcement of part I; investiga- plo yees acting as repossessors.-Licensees and
employees acting as repossessors shall be prohibited
tion.(1) The department shall have the power to en- from:
force the provisions of this part irrespective of the
(1) RECOVERING VEHICLES SOLD UNDER
place or location in which said violation occurred CONDITIONAL SALES AGREEMENT OR CHAT
and upon complaint of any person or on its own TEL MORTGAGE WITHOUT AUTHORIZATION.
initiative to cause to be investigated any violation -Recovering personal property including personal
thereof or to cause to be investigated the business property registered under the motor vehicle code,
and business methods of any
· licensee, applicant or which has been sold under a conditional sales agree
employee thereof.
ment or under the terms of a chattel mortgage be(2) In any such investigation caused to be made fore authorization has been received from the legal
by the department each such licensee, applicant or owner of such property or from the mortgagee when
employee thereof shall be obliged to submit informa- such personal property is subject to the terms of a
tion as to his business practices or methods. For pur- chattel mortgage.
poses of enforcing the provisions of this part and in
(2) SOLICITING RECOVERY OF A VEHICLE
malting investigations relating to any violation OR OTHER PERSONAL PROPERTY AFTER IT
thereof, for the purposes of investigating the charac- HAS BEEN LOCATED.-Soliciting from the legal
ter, competence or integrity of any such applicant, owner the recovery of specific personal property af
licensee or employee thereof, and for purposes of ter such property has been seen or- located on public
investigating practices and business methods there- or private property.
(3) CHARGING UNINCURRED EXPENSES.
of, the department shall have the power to subpoena
and bring before it any person in the state and may Charging for expenses not actually incurred in con
require the production of any papers it deems neces- nection with the recovery, transportation and stor·
sary and administer oaths and take depositions of age of personal property.
(4) USING PROPERTY FOR PERSONAL BEN
any such persons so subpoenaed. Failure or refusal
of any person duly subpoenaed to be examined or to EFIT.-Using personal property which has been re
answer any legal or pertinent question as to his qual- covered for the personal benefit of a licensee or offic
ifications or the business methods or business prac- er, director, partner, manager or employee of a li
tices of such person under investigation shall be censee.
grounds for revocation of license, or refusal to issue
(5) SALE OTHER THAN AT PUBLIC AUC
such license, as the case may be. The testimony of TION OR UNDER WRITTEN AUTHORIZATION.
witnesses in any such proceeding shall be under oath -Selling personal property recovered under the pro
before the department or its agent, and willful false visions of this part while acting as a repossessor. or
swearing in such proceedings shall be punishable as finance adjuster except at public auction or vath
written authorization from the legal owner or the
perjury.
2
(3J The department shall designate an advisory mortgagee thereof.
council to be composed of nine members. Said adviso(6) NOTIFICATION TO POLICE OR SHERIFF'S
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DEPARTMENT.-Failure to notify police or sher 493.45
ifrs department of the jurisdiction in which the
p�rsonal property is recovered within 24 hours.
493.46

History.-. 13, ch. 65-390; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 1, ch. 77-457.
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. l_. ch. 7?-457, �ffecti_ve
July 1, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section pnor
to that date.

493.26 Requirement of inventory by recover
er of personal property.-If personal effects or
other personal property not recovered by a condi
tional sales agreement or by a chattel mortgage are
contained in or on personal property at the time it
is recovered, a complete and accurate inventory
shall be made of such personal effects or other per
sonal property. The date and time the inventory is
made shall be indicated and it shall be signed by the
person or persons who recovered the personal prop
erty on behalf of the legal owner or mortgagee. The
inventory shall be filed in the permanent records of
the licensee and shall be made available to repre
sentatives of the department upon demand during
normal business hours. Falsification or alteration of
an inventory shall be grounds fer suspension or revo
cation of license.
1

History,-s. 14, ch. 65-390; ss. 10, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 1, ch.
77-457.
•Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. l_. ch. 77-457, _effec�ve
July 1, 1980, except for the possible effect oflaws affecting this section pnor
to that date.

493.47
493.48
493.49
493.50
493.51
493.53
493.54
493.56

Ch. 493

Investigation of applicant by Department
of State.
Licensee's bond.
Issuance of license.
License, contents and posting.
Reciprocity.
Renewal of licenses.
Power of Department of State to deny, suspend, or revoke licenses.
Advisory council.
Violation; penalty.
Construction of part II; admissibility of evi
dence.

1
493.40 Definitions, part II.-The following
terms shall, unless the context otherwise indicates,
have the following respective meanings:
(1) "Detection of deception examiner" shall
mean, and include any person who uses any device
or instrument which records as minimum standards,
permanently and simultaneously, the examinee's
cardiovascular (blood pressure and pulse) and respi
ratory (breathing) patterns, in order to examine indi
viduals for the purpose of detecting truth or decep
tion. Such an instrument may record additional
physiological changes pertinent to the detection of
truth or deception.
(2) "Intern" means the study of detection of de
ception and the administration of detection of decep
tion examinations by a trainee under the personal
supervision and control of an examiner.
(3) "Licensee" means only natural persons.
(4) "Department" means Department of State.
(5) "Polygraph" means an instrument which
combines a continuous permanent recording and
means of measuring and recording at least two of the
physiological reactions to emotions.
(6) "Employee examiner" means a qualiiied de
tection of deception examiner employed wholly and
exclusively by a single employer .

1
493.28 Association with government not to
be implied..
.
(1) No licensee shall use any designation or trade
name which implies or gives an impression he is
associated with any municipal, county, state, or fed
eral government or any agen�y thereof, nor sh�l a
licensee wear any badge or uniform capable of bemg
associated with or confused with the badge or uni
form of any governmental law enfor�ement organi
zation in the operating area of the licensee.
(2) Use of the words "police," "sheriff," or "depu
ty sheriff" and the use of the official sei:l� or any
. facsimile thereof, of the state or of any political sub
History.-s. 1, ch. 67-144; ss. 10, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 184, ch. 71-377; s. 3, ch•
. division of the state is specifically prohibited on 76-168;
s. 1, ch. 77-457.
badges, cap shields, patches, automobiles, decals, or 'Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. 1, ch. 77-457, effective
July 1, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section prior
advertisements.
to that date.
(3) The provisions of this section shall not apply
1
to any full-time police officer, full-time deputy sh�r
493.41 Powers and duties of Department ot
iff, part-time police officer, part-time deputy sheri� State.-;,
auxiliary police officer, or auxiliary deputy sheriff
(1) The Department of State is hereby vested
who is duly certified by the Police Standards and with the power, jurisdiction and authority to issue
Training Commission when he is performJng duties and revoke licenses to detection of deception examin
approved by his superiors.
ers. The department shall have the power, jurisdic
History.-s. 6, ch. 75-230; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 3, ch. 76-267; s. 1, ch. 77-4?7,
tion and authority to promulgate rules and regula
':Sote.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168. as amended bys. l_. ch. 77-457, _effe�ve
July 1. 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affeding this section pnor
tions for its own government and the exercise of its
to that date.
power hereunder for the conduct of the business or
practice of administering examinations for the pur
PART II
pose of detecting truth or deception (lie detector ex
aminations) not in conflict with the Constitution and
REGULATION OF DETECTION OF
laws of the United States or this state and may
DECEPTION EXAMINERS
amend same at its pleasure.
(2) No person shall administer examinations for
493.40 Definitions, part IL
493.41 Powers and duties of Department of State. the purposes of detecting truth or deception without
493.42 Application for license.
first receiving from the Department of State a li
493.43 License requirements.
cense as provided herein.
493.44 Fees.
(3) This part is not applicable to a detection of
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deception examiner employed by a municipal, coun
ty, state or federal agency as long as his sole use of
the instrument described in s. 493.40(1) is in the
performance of his official duties.

History.-s. 1, ch. 67-144; ss. 10, 35,ch. 69-106; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 1. ch. 77-457.
'!Sote.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. i6-168, as amended bys. 1, ch. i7-457. effective
Julr 1, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecung this section pnor
to that date.

493.42 Application for license.Every person administering detection of de
ception examinations must qualify individually for a
license under this part and shall file with the depart
ment a written application accompanied by a fee of
$25 to cover costs. The fee shall not be rebatable.
(2) The written application shall be in accord
ance with the following provisions, and the applica
tion shall be signed and verified by the individual
and shall contain the following information:
(a) Full name and title of position;
(b) Age, date and place of birth;
(c) The present residence address and the resi
dence addresses within the 5 years immediately pre
ceding the submission of the application;
(d) Occupations held presently and within the 5
years immediately preceding the submission of the
application;
(e) A statement that he is 18 years of age or older;
(f) The address of the principal place in which
the business is to be conducted;
(g) Statement of educational qualifications as
provided in s. 493.43;
(h) The name under which the business is to be
conducted;
(i) Statement of formal polygraph training as
provided in s. 493.43;
(j) A full set of fingerprints and a photograph of
the signatory taken within 2 years immediately pre
ceding the submission of the application;
(k) A statement of the experience of the signato
ry which he believes would qualify him for a license
under this part;
(l) A statement of any or all arrests of the signa
tory; and
(m) Such further facts as may be required by the
department to show that the person signing the ap
plication is competent, honest, truthful, trustwor
thy, of good character and bears a reputation for fair
dealing.
1

(1)

F.S.19i9

partment. This requirement may be waived for those
persons who have a high school diploma and 5 years'
experience as an investigator or detective with a municipal, county, state or federal agency; and
t5) Who has satisfactorily completed a formal
training course of at least 6 weeks' duration at an
examiner's school instructing in the use of an instru
ment as described in s. 493.40(5), which school must ·.
be recognized and approved by the department; and
(6) Who has completed a period of a minimum of
1 year as licensed intern examiner under the super
vision of a qualified examiner in this state.

History.-s. 1, ch. 67-144; ss. 10,35, ch. 69-106;s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 1, ch.i7-116·
s. 45, ch. 77-121; s. 1, ch. 77-457.
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3. ch. 76-168. as amended bys. 1, ch. 77-457, effective
July 1, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section pnor
co that date.
cf.-s. 112._Dll Felons; removal of disqualifications for employment. exce;,,
tions.
1
493.44 Fees,-The license fees applicable to the
two types of licenses provided under part II of this
chapter are as follows:
(1) Detection of deception examiners-$50.
(2) Detection of deception intern-$10.

History.-s. 1, ch. 67-144; s. 3. ch. 76-168; s. !, ch. 77-157.
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. 1, ch. 77-457. effecth·e
July 1. 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section pnor
to that date.
1
493.45 Investigation of applicant by Depart
ment of State.-The department shall make such
individual investigations of applicants for licenses
under part II of this chapter as it may deem neces
sary.

History.-s. l,ch.67-144;ss. 10,35, ch. 69-106;s. 3. ch.76-!68;s. l,ch.77-15,.
'!Sote.-Repealed bys.3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. 1. ch. 77-457, effective
July1, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section pnor
to that date.
1
493.46 Licensee's bond.-Each individual li
censee shall be required to post bonds as required by
s. 493.09.

History.-s. 1, ch. 67-144; s. 3. ch. 76-168; s. 1. ch. 77-457.
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168. as amended bys. 1, ch.77-457, effectise
July1, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section pnor
to that date.
1

493.47 Issuance of license.-

(!) When the Department of State shall be satis
fied of the good character, competency and integrity
of the applicant for a detection of deception examin
er's license, it shall inform such applicant of its find
ings and that license shall be issued upon the appli 
History.-s. 1. ch. 67-144; ss.10, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 1, ch. 77-116;
cant's posting a licensee's bond as provided for in s.
s. 44, ch. 77-121; s. l, ch. 77-457.
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. ie.-168, as amended bys. 1, ch. 77-457, effective
493.09. Upon the posting of such licensee's bond, the
July 1, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section prior
department shall issue and deliver to such applicant
to that date.
a license to conduct the type of business applied for
1
493.43 License requirements.-An applicant is at the premises stated in the application. Such li
qualified to receive a license as a detection of decep- cense shall not be transferable, and shall be revoked
or canceled only by the department.
tion examiner:
(2) A polygraph internship license shall be issued
(1) Who is at least 18 years of age; and
(2) Who establishes that he is a person of hones- to an applicant who has met all the qualifications set
ty, truthfulness, integrity, moral fitness, and has a forth in ss. 493.42 and 493.43, for the purpose of
permitting this applicant to receive training as a
reputation for fair dealing; and
detection of deception examiner. Upon the posting of
(3) Who has not been convicted of a misdemeanor
involving moral turpitude or a felony or has not been such licensee's bond, the department shall issue and
released or discharged under any other than honora- deliver to such applicant a license to conduct the
ble conditions from any of the armed forces of the type of business applied for at the premises stated in
the application. Such license shall not be transferaUnited States; and
(4) Who has a bachelor's degree from a full 4-year ble and shall be revoked or canceled only by the
university or college recognized as such by the de- department. Internship license for a period ofl year
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shall be issued to such applicant who has met all the
qualifications as set forth above and who has paid
license fee as prescribed for the purpose of permit
ting such applicant to receive training as a detection
of deception examiner and to comply with the re
quirements of ss. 493.04 and 493.43, of this chapter
requiring 1 year's experience within the state.
History.-s. 1, ch. 67-144; ss.10, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 1, ch. 77-457.
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. 1, ch. 77-457, effective
July l, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section prior
to that date.

493.48 License, contents and posting.(!) The license issued pursuant to part II of this
chapter shall be for a period of 1 year and shall be
in such form as may be determined by the Depart
ment of State, but shall at least specify the appli
cant's name, the type and number of the license, the
addre_ss of the principal place of business and the
date on which it will expire.
(2) The license shall at all times be posted in a
conspicuous place in the principal place of business
of the licensee in this state.
1

History,-s. 1, ch. 67-144; ss. 10, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 1, ch. 77-457.
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. 1, ch. 77-457, effective
July 1 1sao, except for the r,osstble effect of laws affecting ti.is section prior
to that date.
1
493.49 Reciprocity.-A person who is a detec
tion of deception examiner, licensed under the laws
of another state or territory of the United States,
may be issued a license by the department, at its
discretion, upon payment of the fee as provided un
der s. 493.44, and the production of satisfactory proof
that:
(1) The applicant is at least 18 years of age;
(2) He is of good moral character;
(3) The requirements for the licensing of examin
ers in such particular state or territory of the United
States were, at the date of licensing, substantially
equivalent to the requirements then in force in this
state;
(4) The applicant had lawfully engaged in the
administration of detection of deception examina
tions under the laws of such state or territory for at
least 5 years prior to his application for a license
hereunder; and
(5) Such other state or territory grants similar
reciprocity to license holders in this state.

Ch. 493

History.-s. l, ch. 67-144; ss.10, 35, ch. 69-106; s.3, ch. 76-168; s.1, ch. 77-116;
s. 46. ch. 77-121; •· 1, ch. 77-457.
'Note,-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. l, ch. 77-457, effective
July 1, 1980, except for the possible effect of Jaws affecting this section prior
to that date.
1
493.50 Renew al of licenses.-Licenses granted
under part II of this chapter may be renewed by the
Department of State in the same manner and under
the same provisions provided by s. 493.12.

History,-s. l, ch. 67•144; ss.10, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. l, ch.77-457.
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. 1, ch. 77-457, effective
July l, 1980, except for the possible effect of Jaws affecting this section prior
to that date.
1
493.51 Power of Department of State to deny,
suspend, or revoke licenses.-The Department of
State may deny, refuse to renew or may suspend or
may revoke licenses issued under part II of this chap
ter upon the same grounds as set forth in s. 493.14.

History,-s. l, ch. 67-144; ss. 10, 35, ch. 69-106; s.3, ch. 76-168; s. 1, ch. 77-457.
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. 1, ch. 77-457, effective
July 1, 1980, exeept for the possible effect of laws affecting this section prior
to that date.

493.53 Advisory council.-Advisory council as
set forth in s. 493.23(3), shall also be the advisory
council for part II of this chapter; provided, however,
that an additional member be appointed to the coun
cil representing detection of deception examiners.
1

History.-s. !, ch. 67-144; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 1, ch. 77-457; s. 4, ch. 78-323.
'Note,-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. 1, ch. 77-457, effective
July !, 1980, except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section prior
to that date. Repealed bys. 4, ch. 78-323, effective October 1, 1981, except for
the possible effect of laws affecting this section prior to that date.
1
493.54 Violation; penalty.-Any person who vi
olates any provisions of this part shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as pro
vided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

History.-s. 1, ch. 67-144; s. 448, ch. 71-136; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. l, ch. 77-457.
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. 1, ch. 77-457, effective
July 1, 1980. except for the possible effect of laws affecting this section prior
to that date.
1
493.56 Construction of part II; admissibility
of evidence.-This part does not authorize or imply
the admissibility into evidence of the results of poly
graph examination in judicial proceedings.

History.-s. 2. ch. 67-144; s. 3, ch. 76-168; s. 1, ch. 77-457.
'Note.-Repealed bys. 3, ch. 76-168, as amended bys. 1, ch. 77-457, effective
July 1, 1980, el<cept for the possible effect of laws affecting this section prior
to that date.
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RUL ES
OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
CHAPTER lC-3
PRIVATE INVESTIGATIVE AGENCIES
lC-3.01
lC-3.02
lC-3.03
lC-3.04
lC-3.05
lC-3.06
lC-3.07
lC-3.08
lC-3.09
lC-3.10
lC-3.11
lC.3.12
lC-3.13
lC-3.14
lC-3.15
lC-3.16
lC-3.17
lC-3.18
lC-3 19
1c-s'.20
lC-3.21
lC.3.22
lC.3.23

fielda &ball mean and include tho� areas of activity
that bear a close relationship to the type of service
permitted under the licemi: appli� for. Applicants
for agency licenses, must, m addition·� this! have
experience that bears a close relationship to
supervising of personnel, ��uding the hir�,
discharging managing, guiding and otherwise
supe"iaing �f those employed to work in the field of
the license applied for. Examples of :related fields are
the same as that of equivalent experience.
(4) The term Department as used in these rules
means the Department of State.

Deimitiona
Clalaifica.tion of Lioenaea
Licensee's Bond
Fidelity Position Bond
Filing Application
License
License Transferability
Operation of Licensee
Complaints
Denial, Revocation, Suspension
Cancellation of License
Advisory Cotmcil
No Exemption for Payment of License Fees
Exclusion of Additional License Tax or
Permits by County or Municipality
Criteria for Statewide Gun Permit
Approved Firearms Instructor
Required Criteria for Class "G" Statewide
Gun Permit
Denial of Gun Permit
Renewal of Gun Permit
Shotgun Qualification
Licensing Exemption of Police Officers
Exemptions for Gun Permit Applicants who
� also Police Officers
Display of License or Permit

Specific Authority 493.02(1) FS. Law Implemenwd 493.04.
493.10 FS. History-New 12-20-63, Repzomulpwd 1·1-75,
Amended 1(>-16-75, 9-14-78.

lC-3.02 Claaaiiication of Licenses.

(1) The following shall be the classifications

for issuance of licenses.
(a) Private Investigative Agency - Those
agencies qualified and licensed to engage in the
profession of fumiahing private investigations for hire
and which employ one or more full or part-time
investigators.
(b) Watchman, guard or patrol agency -.Those
agencies qualified and licensed to engage m the
business restricted to fumiahing for hire of
watchman, guard or patrol services.
. . .
(c) Private detective - Those mdivi�als
qualified a n d l i c e nsed to perform pnvate
investigations, but not allowed to employ any
full-time or part-time investigators. He may manage a
branch office of a licensed private investigative
agency.
(d) Watchman, guard or patrol contractor Those individuals qualified and licensed to perform
the services restricted to watchmen, guard or patrol
duty aa an individual who does not hire any full-time
or part-time watchman, guard or patrolmen. Licensee
/ is allowed to manage a branch office of a licensed
watchman, guard or patrol agency but not a Class A
investigative agency.
( e) Branch office - Each licensed place of
business, other than the principal place of business,
held forth to the public by the agency as performing
the profession or services for which it is licensed.
Each licensed branch office must be supervised by in the case of private investigative agencies, a licensed
private detective; or, in the case of watchman, guard
or patrol agencies, a licensed watchman, guard or
patrol agencies, a licensed watchman, guard or patrol
contractor when the owner, partner or corporate
officer is not in charge.
(f) Watchman, guard or patrolman employee Those individuals who are employed by another
person, firm, company, partnership or corporation to
perform the duties and activities as set forth in

lC.3.01 Definitions. The definitions as set
forth in Chapter 493, Florida Statutes, shall be
applicable to these rules and regulations. In addition
the following terms shall mean:
(1) BRANCH OFFICE - the term branch
office shall mean and include a physical office and
addrest from which employees are supervised and at
which a private investigative agency or a watchman,
guard or patrol agency holda forth to the public as a
place of busines and not being the principal place of
business of the agency.
(2) EQUIVALENT EXPERIENCE -The term
equivalent experience shall mean and include that
experience which is substantially identical and �ual
in force power, effect or import as the expenence
gained by a personal knowledge and activity for the
required period of time performing the type of
service permitted under the license applied for.
Examples of equivalent experience shall be de�ives
and off"icers belonging to law enforcement agencies of
the United States or this state or any county or
municipality of this state, special police officers,
insurance investigators or adjustors, special agents,
detectives or private investigators who have
performed such duties for a sole employer, and·
investigators for attomeys and counselors at law.
Equivalent experience ia not limited to these
examples.
(3) RELATED FIELDS - The term related
9
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493.01(7), Florida Statutes.
(g) Statewide gun permit - Any person who is
the holder of a current Class B, Class D, or Class F
license and is performing duties as set forth in
493.01(7), Florida Statutes, may apply for and be
issued a statewide gun permit upon compliance with
the requirements as set forth by the Department.
(2) Filing of fees.
(a) In the event an application is withdrawn
prior to action being taken on same, the license fee
may, at the discretion of the Department of State, be
refunded, but in no case will the application fee be
refunded, nor will the license fee be refunded once a
license is issued. The license fees are the same for
each full year, or any part thereof, except that the
application fee is required only on original
application.
(b) In the event the licensee desires to change
the location of any place of business, he shall submit
his license along with a fee of $10.00 and a certificate
from the surety on his bond, to the effect that said
bond covers the licensees' business at the changed
location, to the Department so that the necessary
changes may be entered on his license and returned to
him.

Specific A uthority 493.02(1) FS. Law Implemented 493.06,
493.09, 493.10, 493.13 FS. History-New 12-2CM;3,
Amended 9-11-64, 1-1-75, 10-16-75.

lC-3.03 Licensee's Bond.
(1) Each licensee, except those persons who
receive a Class "F" or "G" license, must possess a
valid and subsisting surety bond as provided in
Section 493.09, Florida Statutes.
(2) The bond furnished pursuant to Section
493.09, Florida Statutes, must have attached a copy
of the power-of-attorney for the attorney-in-fact
executing the bond on behalf of the surety.
(3) The name and address of the principal on
the bond must be correctly stated and must precisely
agree with the name of the applicant on the
application for license. Any variation may delay the
issuance of license. The name under which the
business is conducted should follow.
(4) In the event any agency's surety bond is
cancelled for any reason, said agency's license shall be
cancelled.
(5) If any licensee moves or changes his
location, a rider to the bond noting and consenting to
said change shall be subject to approval by the
Department of State.
(6) The surety bond for a branch office shall
be handled in the same manner as the posting of a
bond for the principal place of business as provided
for in Section 493.08 and 493.09, Florida Statutes.
(7) The bond for licensee as private detective
or watchman, guard or patrol contractor, who is to
act as branch office supervisor, shall be one and the
same as the agency bond. Should these licensees leave
the licensed employer, and wish to continue in the
profession or service, it will be necessary for them to
become properly bonded as individuals. It shall be the
immediate duty of the agency to notify the
Department of State of the name current address and
license number of any such licensed employee leaving
its employ.

Supp. No. 95

Specific Authority 493.02(1) FS. Law Implemented 493.08,
493.09, 493.13, 493.14 FS. History-New 12-20-63,
Amended 9-11·64, 1·1•75, 10-16-75, 2·26-76, 9-14-78.

lC-3.04 Fidelity Position Bond.

Specific Authority 493.02(1) FS. Law Implemenied 493.01,
493.02, 493.03, 493.06, 493.09, 493.10, 493.13 FS.
History-New 12-2().63, Repromulp.ted 1·1•75' Repealed
10-16-75.

lC-3.05 Filing Application.
(1) Any person who meets the qualifications
prescribed by Chapter 493, Florida Statutes, and
desires a license in the profession or services provided
for in the law, shall file with the Department an
application in the form and content as prescribed by
the Department.
( 2) Any fraud or willful misrepresentation on
the application will be grounds for denial or
subsequent revocation of the license.
( 3) A separate application must be filed by
each partner of a partnership, or in the case of a
corporation, each corporate officer acting in the
business. The entity of the imn, company or
corporation is licensed, therefore, a separate
application upon forms provided by the Department
of State must be prepared for each applicant, firm,
company or corporation, executed by all partners or
officers as the case may be.
(4) The application form shall state the name
and address of each branch office in Florida and
indicate the name and title of the person who is to
direct the operation, or supervise the branch office.
{5) A separate and independent license shall be
required for each separate office or place of business
wherein the profession or services licensed under
Chapter 493, Florida Statutes, are conducted. In the
c a s e of c o m pa ni e s , firms, partnerships or
corporations, the entity of the company, firm
partnership or corporation is licensed, but individual
applications are required for partners and corporate
officers even though a single license fee is all that is
required.
( 6) In the case of a partnership or corporation
no person not named in the original application shall
become a partner or officer, as the case may be, of
said agency, unless said person has filed a separate
application and, upon consideration of qualifications,
written approval of said person as a partner or off"JCer
is granted by the Department of State. No approval
shall be granted until a rider to the agency's surety
bond is also received by the Department of State
from the surety on said bond, noting its change of
officer(s) or partner(s). A copy of the minutes of the
meeting of the corporation's board of directors at
which such change or corporate officers was effected
shall accompany the application of the new officer(s)�
(7) In determining whether an applicant for
agency license, (whether a person or corporate
officer) has had three years experience performing
the type service permitted under the license applied
for, the applicant claiming such experience shall upon
request by the office of the Department of State,
submit sworn affidavits from all persons employing
such applicant for the period of time during which
the applicant is seeking to establish such experience,
attesting that such applicant was employed and
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at the profession or service permitted under
the license applied for, during that time.
( 8) When the applicant is seeking to establish
experience in related fields equivalent to that of the
profession or service, he must submit sworn affidavits
from all persons employing such applicant for the
period of time during which the applicant is seeking
to establish such equivalency, attesting that such
applicant was employed and working in a field
equivalent of and related to the performing of the
type of service permitted under the license for which
he is applying.
(9) Any person who applies for a C1ass "G':
statewide gun permit, shall be the holder of a Class
"B", Class "D", or Class "F" license; provided,
however, the application for a Class "B", Class "D",
or C1ass "F" license may be filed simultaneously with
the application for a Class ''G" gun permit.
working

Specific Authority 493.02(1) FS. Law Implemented 493.02,
493.03, 493.04, 493.05, 493.06, 493.08, 493.09, 493.10 FS.
History-New 12·2�3, Amended 9-11-64, 1·1•75, 10-16-75
N�L

lC-3.06 Issuance of License.
(1) Each license issued by the Department of
State shall specify on its face the classification of
such license. No agency or individual so licensed and
classified shall operate in an area reserved for any
other classification without possessing a license
therefor from the Department of State and without
demonstrating the required experience or equivalent
thereof in related fields.
(2) All licensees expire at midnight one year
from the date of issuance.
(3) Renewal of license shall be applied for six
weeks before the expiration date of the license unless
the application for renewal is accompanied by a late'
f"iling fee of one hundred dolla.rs ($100). Upon proper
renewal the licensee may retain the same license
number year after year.
Specific Authority 493.02(1) FS. Law Implemented 493.06,
493.10, 493.32 FS. History-New 12·2�3. Amended
10-20-73, 1-1-75, 10-16-75, 2-26-76.

lC-3.07 License Transferability. No license
issued in any of the licensed classifications shall be
transferable from the original licensee to any other
individual, agency or contractor within the same
classification; nor shall any fee paid for a license
and/or application be allowed to be transferred or
credited to an application filed in another
classfication by the same or another applicant.

CHAPTER lC-3

possession of the licensee at all times while on the

post of duty and a Class "G" statewide gun permit

must be in the possession of the person to whom the
permit was issued at all times while on the post of
duty.
( 2) Only the licensed address(es) of the
licensee may be used in any advertisement or any
manner of holding forth to the public as performing
the type service permitted under his license. The use
of any address other than the licensed address(es) is
prohibited.
( 3) All records of each licensee must be kept
separate and apart from all other licensees regardless
of whether operating out of the same office or owned
by the same individual partnership, or corporation.
( 4) No licensee shall operate under any other
than its licensed name, nor shall any person, imn or
corporation operate any professional service licensed
under the law under any name tending to mislead or
trick any person relying upon such name.
( 5) No person, firm, or corporation possessing
a valid or subsisting license to operate a private
investigative agency, watchman, guard or patrol
contractor shall permit any other person, imn or
corporation possessing any financial interest in such
licensed business to exert or maintain any control or
management over such licensed business so as to
defeat the intent of Chapter 493, Florida Statutes,
that each licensed business shall be under the direct
control and management of a duly licensed person,
firm or corporation.
( 6) No person who is or has been an employee
of a licensee shall divulge or anyone other than his
employer, or as his employer shall direct, except as he
may be required by law, any information acquired by
him during such employment in respect to any of the
work to which he was assigned by such employer, nor
shall any employee wilfully make false report to his
employer in respect to such work. Any person found
guilty of such activities shall be deemed guilty of a
misdeameanor and shall be punished as provided for
in Section 493.23, Florida Statutes.
(7) When the holder of a Class "G" statewide
gun permit terminates employment, for any reason,
the statewide gun permit is automatically revoked
and must be retumed, f orthwith, to the Department
of State.
( 8) Any person exempt from the provisions
of Part I of Chapter 493, Florida Statutes, pursuant
to paragraph (d) of subsection (1) of section 493.11,
Florida Statutes, shall lose such exemption when an
application for a Class "G" statewide gun permit is
filed with the Department of State.

Specific Au thority 493.02(1) FS. Law Implemented 493.10
F S . H i s t o r y-Ne w 1 2 - 2 0-63, Repromulgated 1-1-n,'
10-16-75.

Specific Aut hority 493.02(1) FS. Law Implemented
493.04, 493.10, 493.11, 493.19, 493.14 FS. History-New
12-20-63, Amended 1·1•75, 10-16-75, 9-13-78.

lC-3.08 Operation of Licensee.
(1) The license issued to each licensee shall be
posted in a prominent place in the office of the place
of business indicated on the license. Provided,
however, a Class "F" license must be in the

lC-3.09 Complaints.
(1) The complaint of any person which shall
a llege or involve a violation of 493, Florida
Statutes, or of these rules and regulations shall:
(a) Be in wr iting and signed by the
complainant.
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(b) Be filed with the Department of State, a
copy to be forwarded to the agency against which
the complaint is lodged at the discretion of the
Department of State.
( 2 ) Where such complaint shall allege or
involve a violation of Chapter 493, Florida Statutes,
or of these regulations, or where it shall appear to
the Department of State that there may be or may
have been a violation, the Department of State shall
institute an investigation to ascertain if a violation
has in fact occurred.

S pecific A u t hority 493.02(1) FS. Law Implemented
4 9 3.1 4, 49 3. 1 6 , 493.23 FS. History-New 12·2�3,
Repromulgated 1 - 1•75, Amended 10-16-75, 9-13-78.

lC-3.10 Denial, Revocation, Suspension.

Specific Authority 493.02 FS. Law Implemented 493.14,
493.16, 493.23 FS. History-New 12-2o-63, Amended
10-2-64, Amended 1·1•75, Repealed 10-16-75.

1C-3.11 Cancellation of License.

Spec ific Authority 493.02(1) FS. Law Implemented 493.15
FS. His tory-New 1 2-20·63, Repromulgated 1·1•75,
10-16-75, Repealed 9-14-78.

1 C-3.12 Advisory Council.
(1) The f iv e member a dv i sory council
appointed by the Department of State shall be
representative of the segments of the profession and
service regulation Chapter 493, Florida Statues .
(2) Council members shall be geographically
distributed in the state as follows:
(a) One located in North Florida
(b) Two located in Central Florida
(c) Two located in South Florida
(3) Meetings shall be quarterly on call of the
chairman through the Department of State. Special
meetings may be held on call of the chairman. The
Department of State shall be represented at all
meetings.
( 4) The Director of Licensing, Department of
State, shall serve as executive secretary for the
committee.
(5) An agenda of matters to be considered
shall be prepared in advance of each meeting.
Matters shall be transmitted either directly to the
Department of State or to any committee member
for referral to the Department of State.
(6) The council shall not hold hearing type
meetings but may invite persons to attend meetings
to discuss matters included on the agenda.
(7) Minutes of the meetings shall be kept and
made available to licensees.
( 8) Complaints comin� to the attention of the
Council or its members shall hl! referred to the
Department of State for investigation.
Specific Authority 493,02(1) FS.
Law Implemented
493.23(3) FS. History-New 12-20-63, Amended 10•7-68,
Repromulgated 1-1-75, Amended 10-16-75, 9·13•78.

1C·3.13 No Exe mption for Payment of
License Fee.

Specific Authority 493.02(1) FS. Law Implemented 493.06
F S. History-New 1 2 ·20·63, Repromulgated 1·1•75,
10-16-75, Repealed 9·14-78.

lC-3.14 Exclusion of Additional License Tax
or Permits by County or Municipality.

SPecific Authority 493.02(1) FS. Law �lemented 493.20
FS. History-New 12•20-63, Repromulgated l•l-75, Repealed

10-16-75.
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lC-3.15 Criteria for Statewide Gun Permit.
(1) The employer of any applicant for a Class
G statewide gun permit must submit a certificate,
furnished by the Department, and signed by the
applicant's instructor.
Specific Authority 493,02(1) FS. Law Implemented 493.21
FS. History-New 10-16•75, Amended 9·13•78.

lC-3.16 Approved Firearms Instructor.

S pecific A u t hority 4 9 3.02( 1), 4 9 3 . 21 F S . Law
Implemented 493.21 FS. History-New 10-16-75 ' Repealed
9·14-78.

1C ·3 .1 7 Required Criteria for Class "G"
Statewide Gun Permit.
(1) All applicants shall satisfactorily complete
the training criteria from an instructor who has
been approved by the Department and who holds a
current instructor's certificate from:
(a) The Florida Police Standards Council
(b) The National Rifle Association
(c) A branch of the military forces of the
United States.
(d) Any federal, state, county or municipal
Police Academy recognized as such by the Florida
Police Standards Council or the Florida Department
of Education.
( 2) The training criteria for classroom
instruction shall include the following 5 hours:
(a) When to use a gun, 1 hour
(b) Legal limitations, 2 hours
( c) Safety requirements 1 ½ hours
( d) Nomenclature and maintenance, ½ hour
(3) Outside r e a ding and study may be
assig ned by the instructor b u t under no
circumstances will outside reading or study be
considered as any part of the 2 hours of classroom
instruction.
( 4) R a n g e q u a l ifications requirements, 3
hours.
(a) Target must be a "Colt, silhouette" or
equal
(b) Weapon must be the same type as issued
by the employer and used on the post of duty.
(c) Phase 1 - 7 yard range; standing; gun
held with one or both hands; all portions of the
shooter's clothing, body and gun must be clear of
any artificial support; weapon loaded with six (6)
rounds and holstered; on command draw and fire
six (6) rounds; reload; fire six (6) more rounds·'
time limit, thirty (30) seconds.
(d) Phase 2 - 25 yard range; standing; firing
from behind barricade with right hand; no part of
gun is allowed to touch barricade, six (6) rounds;
double or single action; time limit, one (1) minute.
(e) Phase 3 - 25 yard range; standing; firing
from behind barricade with left hand; no part of
gun is allowed to touch barricade, six (6) rounds;
double or single action; time limit, one (1) minute.
(f) Phase 4 - 25 yard range; standing, sitting,
kneeling or prone; six (6) rounds; double or single
action; time limit one (1) minute.
{g) Scoring; 30 rounds; highest total score
possible, 150 points; passing score is 98 points.
( 5) The Colt (T·6) reduced silhouette or equal
at a range of fifty (50) feet may be used for phase
2, 3 and 4.

Specific Authority 493.02(1) FS. Law Implemented 493.21
FS. History-New 10·16-75, Amended 9-13-78.
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(2) Outside reading and study may be assigned
by the instructor but under no circumstances will
out.aide reading or study be considered as any part of
the 5 hours of classroom instruction.
(3) Range qualifications requirements, 3 hours.
(a) Target must be a "Colt, silhouette" or
equal
(b) Weapon must be the same type as issued by
the employer and used on the post of duty.
(c) Phase 1 - 7 yard range; standing; gun held
with one or both hands; all portions of the shooter's
clothing body and gun must be clear of any artificial
support{ weapon loaded with six (6) rounds and
_ (6) rounds;
holstered; on command draw and f"ire srx
reload; fire six (6) more rounds; time limit, thirty
(30) seconds.
(d) Phase 2 - 25 yard range; standing; firing
from behind barricade with right hand; no part of gun
is allowed to touch barricade; six (6) rounds; double
or single action; time limit, one (1_) minute..
.
(e) Phase 3 - 25 yard range; standmg; f"1rmg
from behind barricade with left hand; no part of gun
is allowed to touch barricade, six (6) rounds; double
or single action; time limit, one (1) minute.
(f) Phase 4 - 25 yard range; standing, sitting,
kneeling or prone; six (6) rounds; double or single
action; time limit one (1) minute.
(g) Scoring; 30 rounds; highest total score
possible, 150 point.a; passing score is 98 points.
(4 ) The Colt (T-6) reduced silhouette or equal
at a range of fifty (50) feet may be used for phase 2,
3 and 4.

Speci& Authority 493.02(1), 493.21 FS. La w Implemented
49 3.21 FS. Hutor,--New 10:-16-75.
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lC-3.19 Renewal of Gun Permit.

Specific Authority 493.02(1), 493.21 FS. Law Implemented
493.12 FS. History-New 10-16-76,Amllnded 2-26-76,Repealed
10-18-76.

lC-3.20 Shotgun Qualification. Any applicant
for a Class "G" license who will be using a shotgun
during the scope of his employment shall
satisfactorily complete the training criteria of this
rule in addition to the requirements of 1C-3.17.
(1) Classroom instruction, 11/4 hours.
(a) When a shotgun may be used as an
appropriate weapon and to limitations.
(b) Safety and handling.
(c) Loading and unloading.
( d) Carrying and storage.
(2) Range Qualification Requirements, 3/4
hour.
(a) Each applicant will Ill'e a minimum of
twenty-five (25) rounds. Fire will be from the hip,
shoulder (standing), kneeling, left and right hand
barricade.

Specific Authority 493.02(1), 493.21(2)(b) FS.
Implemented 493.21(1) FS. Historr-New 2•26-76,

lC·S.21

Officers.

Li c e n sing

Law

Exemption of Police

Sp e cific Authority 493.02(1) FS. Law Implemented
4 9 3 .ll (l)(a), 493.ll(l)(b) FS. History-New 2·26•76,
Repealed 9•14-78.

1 C-3.22 Exempti on s f o r Gun Permit
Applicant.a who are also Police Officers.

Specific Authority 493,02(1) FS. Law Implemented
493.21(2)(b) FS. History-New 2-26-76, Repealed 9·14-78.

lC-3.18 Denial of Gun Permit.

lC-3.23 Display of

Sp ecific Authority 493.02(1) FS. Law Implemented
49 3,07, 4 9 3.08, 4 9 3,1 4, 493.21 FS. History-New
10-ltM6, Repealed 9-14-78.

License or Permit.

Specific Authority 20.05(5), 20.10(1), 493.02(1) FS. Law
Implemented 493.1 0 FS. History-New 4-18-78, Repealed
9-14-78.
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RULES
OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
CHAPTER lC-4
REGULATIONS OF DETECTION OF DECEPTION EXAMINERS
lC-4.01
lC-4.02
lC-4.03
lC-4.04
lC-4.05

1. Full name and title
2. Age, date and place of birth
3. Present residence address
4. Occupation of applicant currently held
5. A statement that he is a citizen of 21 years
6. The address of the principal place in which
the school is to be conducted
7. A full set of fingerprints and a photograph
of the signatory taken within two years immediately
preceding the submission of the application
8. A statement of any or all arrests of the
signatory
9. A schedule of courses to be taught; number
of hours of each course
10. The person teaching the course and their
qualifications to teach the course
11. A schedule of curriculum
. 12. Such further specific facts as may be
reqwred by secretary to show that the person signing
the application is competent, honest, truthful,
trustworthy, of good character and bears a reputation
for fair dealing.
13. The faculty or instructors of schools must
be able to meet character requirements as follows:
The applicant needs to make a statement to this
effect to this office.
(a) Establish that he is a person of honesty
truthfulness, integrity, moral fitness, and has l
reputation for fair dealing.
(b) Has not been convicted of a misdemeanor
involving moral turpitude or a felony or has not been
released or discharged under any other than
honorable conditions from the armed forces of the
United States.
14. The applicant shall submit such specific
facts as may be required by the secretary to show
that the instructors are competent, honest, truthful,
trustworthy, of good character and bears a reputation
for fair dealing.

Definitions
Application for approval
Classroom presentation
Curriculum
Use of instrument other than polygraph to
detect truth or deception

lC-4.01 Definitions. The definitions as set
forth in Chapter 493, Part II, Florida Statutes, shall
be applicable to these rules and regulations. In
addition, the f ollowing terms shall mean:
(1) Detection of Deception Schools - The
term detection of deception school shall mean and
include the teaching by a person or persons to
another the act of operating any device or instrument
which records as minimum standards, permanently
and simultaneously, the examinee's cardiovascular
(blood pressure and pulse) and respiratory (breathing)
patterns, in order to examine individuals for the
purpose of detecting truth or deception. Such an
instrument may record additional physiological
changes pertinent to the detection of truth.
(2) Application for Approval - The term
application for approval shall mean and include a
written statement used for the purpose of seeking
approval by the Department of State.
( 3 ) Classroom Presentation - The term
classroom presentation shall mean and include all
types of instruction relating to the teaching of
detection of deception examiners actually performed
in connection with the teaching regardless of the
location of the teaching.
(4} Curriculum - The term curriculum shall
mean and include the course of study offered by an
educational institution or one of its branches.
(5) Approval - The term approval shall mean
and include the act by which a decision of approval
or disapproval is reached based on these rules and
regulations.

S pecific A u t h o r ity 493,41(1) FS. Law Implemented
493.41, 493,43(6) FS. History-New 7-7-68, RepromuJcated
1-1-75.

Specific Authority 493.41 FS. Law Implemented 493.41
FS. History-New 7-7-68, R.epromulgated 1·1•75.

lC-4.03 Classroom presentation.
(1) In approved schools all courses shall be
taught by classroom presentation, however such
classroom presentation is not to preclude �utside
reading assignments.
( 2} I n appr oved schools classr oom
presentation shall be made by instru'ctors who are
specialists in the field in which they instruct.

lC-4.02 Application for approval.
(1) Every school desiring approval by the
secretary shall file with the secretary a written
notarized application for each owner or owners and
or all partners, and or all corporate officers of
polygraph schools.
(2) The written application shall be in
accordance with the following provisions:
(a) The application shall be prepared by the
applicant, signed by the applicant seeking approval
and be notarized and shall contain the following
information:

Specific. Authority 493.41(1) FS. Law Implemented
493.43(6) FS. History-New 7-7-68, Repromulgated 1·1-75.

1 C-4.04 Curriculum.
(1) Curriculum in approved schools must be a
minimum of 200 hours of classroom instruction. as
follows:
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(2) Outside reading assignments will not be
counted as any part of the required number of
classroom hours.

(a) :Ebl�aph instrument familiarization....10 hours
(b) Physiology as related to polygraph ..... 141Durs
(c) Psychology as related to polygraph .....14 h01rs
( d) Formilati:>n of ix>lygraph questions .... 22 hours
(e) Techniques of polygraph. . . . . ... . .. 30 hours
(f) Chart interpretation............... 24 hours
(g) Interrogation techniques •..•........24 hours
(h) Examination observation ...........18 hours
(i) Practical exercises ..•...........•. .44 hours

Specific Authority 493.41 FS. Law Implemented 493.43(6)
FS. History--New 7-7-68, Amended 1-1-75.

• l C-4.05 Use of instrument
polygraph to detect truth or deception.

other

than

Specific Authority 493.41(1) FS. Law Implemented
493.41(1) FS. History--New 1·19-74, Repealed 1-1-75.
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